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Couples  

Fellowship 
 

A great time was had 

by all when the 

Couples Fellowship 

met at Tom and 

Angie Tracy’s house 

for pizza and a movie 

on March 28.  We will 

be meeting at 

Lawrence and Karla 

Kane’s home on 

Saturday, April 25 at 

6:00pm for game 

night.  Any and all 

couples are 

welcomed! 

Peace, 

Debbie Nelson-
Watkins 

 Holy Week Services 

Locations and times of the Holy Week services: 

+ Maundy Thursday service will be here at 

Elmwood UMC at 6:30pm. 

+ Good Friday service will be at the Elmwood 

First Presbyterian Church at 7:00pm with 

refreshment before beginning at 6:00pm. 

+ Easter Sunrise services will be here at 

Elmwood UMC at 7:00am with breakfast to 

follow. 

+ We will also be holding our regular services 

at 9:00am and 10:30am. 

 

UMW News Our next meeting 

will be held on April 14 at 

9:30am. The program will be 

given by Mary Nell Simpson 

and coffee served by Winifred 

Horney.  We are finishing plans 

for our Mother-Daughter 

Banquet.  We are also getting 

ready to make strawberry jam 

on May 19 and May 26.  We 

welcome all women of all ages, 

come give us a try!    

In God’s Love – Carol 

New Member Orientation 

& Recognition 

There will be a New Member 

Orientation on Sunday, April 12 

between services at 10:00am.  

Anyone interested in exploring 

membership in the church 

should attend.  Sunday, April 19 

we will have recognize and 

welcome the new members to 

the church.  Please come and 
help us welcome them! 
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Help for Caregivers   

Sadly, “Dementia” and “Alzheimer’s” have become household words.  Most families are touched 

by these diseases in some way, if not at this present time, probably some day in the future. 

Caregiving of loved ones presents ongoing stress and challenges. There is support and 

resources available through the Alzheimer’s Association of Central Illinois, located in Peoria. This 

agency provides seminars, free care consultations, support groups, and a lending library of 

DVDs and printed materials.  There is a website with additional information and support 

resources.  

The 24th Annual Education Conference will be held at the Par A Dice Hotel on Monday, April 27, 

from 5:00-830. There is a $5.oo entry fee. Teepa Snow will present her “Positive Approach to 

Care Techniques” that are practical and structured to the complexities of brain failure (Dementia 

and Alzheimer’s diseases). She is one of the premier experts in the field. Her many outstanding 

videos are also available on YouTube.  www.alz.org/illinoiscentral/ 

606 W. Glen Ave., Peoria, IL 61614   309-681-1100            
Help hotline – available 24 hr/ 7 days a week      1-800-272-3900 

Food Pantry News     

Thank you for supporting this year’s can-

a-thon! The Elmwood 4-H group, UMC 

Youth and Elmwood Boy Scouts helped 

collect over 1200# of food.  This food was 

a great help to fill our food pantry, as well 

as Crossroads pantry and the Farmington 

Area-wide food pantry.  Our church is a 

member of the group that supports and 

works the area-wide food pantry.  Our 

month for helping distribute the food is 

April.  If anyone is interested in helping 

or observing the operation, please talk to 

Gerri Pettit or Denise Hayes for more 

information. 

 

Mother-Daughter Banquet The Mother-Daughter Banquet will be on Friday, May 1 at 6:30.  

We will be serving ham, cheesy potatoes, green beans, rolls, salads and dessert.  Tickets are 

$6.00 for adults, $3.00 for girls up to 10 years old, under 10 free.  Tickets will be on sale April 19 

and 26 between services. Winifred Horney will be selling tickets and taking reservations at  309-

742-8654. 

Living This Life 

Walking through the doors I am greeted by 

smiling, friendly faces. These are God’s people 

who warmly reach out to others.  God calls us 

to be his hands and feet here in this community 

and in lands unfamiliar to us. I am touched and 

gently nudged to go beyond my comfortable 

life to be a blessing to others.  God has blessed 

me greatly so that I might be bold in my ability 

to touch people in their needs. 

Sometimes, blessing those closest to you 

requires strength from God and his never 

ending strength and support. He gives us 

special “appointments” to reflect his love in 

situations which often challenges our naturally 

selfish tendencies.  Often when I feel so lost, 

God gives me a clear answer that not only 

blesses me but others who are struggling in 

similar circumstances.  He gives me a heart to 

share what he has provided for me.  

Gayla Taylor 

http://www.alz.org/illinoiscentral/
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The Ten Commandments Project 

“The Ten Commandment Project” believes that memorizing 

“God’s Rules for Living” is the best possible way to instill moral 

strength in children and adults. George Kelley, founder, says 

“Character has Consequences”.  For children and youth under 16, 

Pastor Brad would like to challenge students to memorize the Ten 

Commandments. The project is offering a certificate of 

accomplishment and $10. Pastor Brad is also offering $10, giving 

students $20 for memorizing the Ten Commandments. See Pastor 

Brad or any if the Youth Ministry volunteers to recite and receive 

an affidavit to be mailed to The Ten Commandments Project. 

Graduation 2015  

Is there someone in your family graduating this year?  Contact the 

church office with their name and graduation status.  We would 

like to honor all kindergarten, eighth grade, high school and 

college students on May 17th at the 9:00 am service. 

Children’s Church 

As spring is upon us, summer will soon be here.  Again we would 

like to offer “Children’s Church” for June, July and August as an 

alternative to children age 3 to 3rd grade. We need teachers and 

aids to rotate through the summer.  An easy to follow program is 

available. Please contact Karla Kane if you are able to help and 

with dates that work for you.  Thank you. 

 Bible Camp Brochures  

See Karla Kane to get your copy and for more information. 

    

 

Mark your calendars for 

Vacation Bible School! Pre-K 

will be on Saturday, July 18th 

9:00am to 11:00am.  K – 6th 

will be on Sunday, July 19 

through Thursday, July 23 

from 6:30pm to 8:30pm. 

Look for more information 

upcoming about 

registration.  We are 

looking for volunteers in all 

areas: crafts, games and 

group leaders.  For more 

information, call Chris 

Stevens at 742-8476 or 
Denise at 742-7221. 

Vacation Bible School 

Youth News 
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Comfort and Meaning Lost?      I recently commented on an article I read, which 

challenged us church folk. It especially challenged me not just to defend my 

Christian faith, my church titles, and my reason for being. I was moved to think and 

know that we, the people who attend and lead the Elmwood United Methodist 

Church should be able to articulate our beliefs in manners that add comfort to those 

who are suffering in our community, in our families and in God’s world at large. 

One of my sons asked me the other day, after he had shared with me that he was 

happy that he had Debbie and I as parents (which brought a smile to my face and 

warmth to my heart), “if God did exist, how could God allow so many people to 

suffer and so many tragic and demoralizing ways?” As I thought about how to 

respond to my son, I was humbled and challenged not just to defend my beliefs in a 

loving and compassionate God, but also to truly think about his question. 

Consequently, my response would be as one who has seen young people 

brutalized by abusive adults, women left to sell their bodies as the primary means 

of caring for young children and persons of all ages wondering in the deserts of 

despair after one more horrific event in their lives. I have not answered him yet, but 

plan on doing so soon. I want him and others to know their pain and sorrows are 

real and meaningful to me and to the God I serve.  

I read Jeremiah 31: 30-34, which stated that God will make a new covenant with 

God’s people. I believe that this new covenant will include those who have tasted 

the sour grapes of this world. I believe that a sweet taste will be available to all of 

Gods children, even as they remember the bitter taste that humankind inflects on 

one another. I will say to my son that evil and darkness does not get the last word, 
but hope will be offered to those who chose to follow the risen savior, who loves us 

even with our shortcomings and painful glowing edges. I will tell him that not only 
his mother and I love him, just like he is, but the God I serve has healing and hope 

for his pain and the pain of all who suffer and are burdened. 

I say to the authors of the article to which I referred in the beginning of this pastor’s 

corner, that God is still with all, especially those who have experienced great pain, 
loss, and suffering. I invite US, who make up the living body of Christ in this world 

to make sure that our actions match our words of hope, reconciliation, and eternal 

joy! 

Prayerfully submitted, 

Pastor Bradley F. Watkins II 

 

Pastor’s Corner 
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April Birthdays and 

Anniversaries 

1 Ronald Camp 

1 Mike Case 

1 Nicole Shoop 

2 Paul Caulkins 

5 Janet Mottaz 

6 Sarah Caulkins 

7 Bev Miars 

8 Connie Dalton 

8 Roland & Cathy Ekstrand  

11 Sara Kane 

12 Verlene Callister 

12 Gary & Cindy Fargher  

15 Mary Nell Simpson 

15 Emily Webel 

16 Steve & Nancy Davis  

16 Bryce Graham 

18 Kayla Duley 

20 Shelli Shoop 

21 Madeline Grace Koll 

23 Tom & Denise Hayes  

23 Ken Lester   

24 Jade McMillan 

24 Megan Perryman 

25 Rachel Caulkins 

25 Sydney Kay Seipel 

28 Marissa Largent 

29 Jake Callister 

29 Kyle Fuller 

29 Heath Schulz 

30 Gabby Haskell 

9 A.M. WORSHIP  

 

April 5, 2015 

GREETERS: Nancy/Megan 

Perryman                      

USHERS: Bob Paige/Ted Mottaz           

LITURGIST:  Diane Malott                       

NURSERY: Amanda Howard/Hannah    

Parm  

 

April 12, 2015 

GREETERS:  Chuck/Carolyn Stevens 

USHERS:  Kent/Georgia Stevens 

LITURGIST:  Lavonne Rushing 

NURSERY:  Bill/Michelle Seipel 

COFFEE BAR:  HS Sunday School 

 

April 19, 2015 

GREETERS:  Gene/Peggy Gibson 

USHERS:  Bob Paige/Brad Crisco 

LITURGIST:  Tom Hayes 

NURSERY:  Stephanie 

Webster/Megan Perryman 

COFFEE BAR:  5th & 6th Grade Sunday 

School 

April 26, 2015 

GREETERS:  Jennifer Wilson/Janet 

Vallas 

USHERS:  Kurt Webster/Joe Webel 

LITURGIST:  Cathy Ekstrand 

NURSERY:  Heidi Ennis/Jill Crisco 

COFFEE BAR:  Need Volunteer 

10:30 AM WORSHIP  

 

April 5, 2015 

GREETERS:  Dick/Gayla Taylor 

USHERS:  Erik Davis/ ? 

LITURGIST:  Janet Mottaz 

ACOLYTES:  Isaac/Eli Asplund 

NURSERY:  Alana/Katie Parm 

 

April 12, 2015 

GREETERS:  Al/Evelyn Dorich 

USHERS:  Tom Morse/Charlotte 
Haley 

LITURGIST:  Karla Kane 

ACOLYTES:  Megan Johnson/Nicole 
Shoop 

NURSERY:  Celene Duley/Shelli 
Shoop 

 

April 19, 2015 

GREETERS:  Gene/Peggy Gibson 

USHERS:  Chuck/Connie Johnston 

LITURGIST:  Chris Stevens 

ACOLYTES:  Matthew/Melody Glenn 

NURSERY:  Kristi Link/Nancy Davis 

 

April 26, 2015 

GREETERS:  Joanne Endres/Peggy 
Harding 

USHERS:  Charlotte Haley/Mary 
Howard 

LITURGIST:  Celene Duley 

ACOLYTES:  Adeline Webster/Anna 
Webel 

NURSERY:  Amanda Howard/Catie 
Tracy 

ATTENTION: If you are unable to serve on the day given, find someone from the list to trade with.  Please 
advise Gerri Pettit or the office or Alana Parm or Amanda Howard (nursery) if you no longer wish to serve or if 
you wish to add your name to the list and which service you attend.  THANK YOU. 

Serving On God’s Team 



 

 

  

The Beacon April 2015 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF ELMWOOD 

P.O. BOX 477 
ELMWOOD, IL 61529  

Pastor Bradley F. Watkins, II E-mail: bradley.watkinsii@gmail.com Pastor’s cell: 217-775-2020 
Website: www.elmwoodumc.org Administrative Assistant: Denise Hayes Office: 309-742-7221  


