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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

 

The community Vacation Bible School, 

Everest, was a success!! Seventy-seven 

children from the surrounding area 

participated in games, bible stories, crafts 

and snacks and, of course, music!  The 

favorite song of the week was Power 

Shuffle!  We learned about how God has the 

power to provide, to comfort, to heal, to 

forgive and to love us forever.  

Our mission was “No More Malaria” which 

we raised $220.33 for the cause. 

Thank you to everyone who donated their 

time, talents, food and materials to make the 

program such a success!   

Have you heard? 

Harvest Ministries is coming to town! 

What for? 

To worship with us!  To have some fun! 

To eat! 

Where and When? 

United Methodist Church of Elmwood. 

Saturday, August 8th at 4:00pm 

 

     Then we get to eat at 6:00pm 

It’s for everyone, 

No matter your age 

Or the church you attend, or not. 

So invite your neighbor 

And bring a dish to share if you like. 

Come recharge together with 

Harvest Ministries! 

Be a part of the children and youth ministries at the United Methodist Church of 

Elmwood! 

BE A SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER OR AID. Join the fun activities and 

digging into the Bible together.  

We have easy to use curriculum and co-teaching to help coordinate their schedules. 

Join us for a Sunday school Event for Teachers and Aids on August 30
th

 at 2:00pm. 



“Vivamus porta 
est sed est.” 

    I was born and raised in Chillicothe, Illinois and grew up in the Methodist 
    faith at The First United Methodist Church in the same town. Some of my 
    fondest memories as a child came from the experiences I had at church 
    and church functions.  For generations my family was baptized, joined 
    and married at that church.  It was very important to me that we stayed in 
    the Methodist religion when we moved.   
    When Chad accepted the position as the Superintendent of Elmwood 
    School District, we made an announcement to our church family in  
  Chillicothe.  Our minister, Pastor Ted, spoke of wonderful things happening at the 
    Methodist Church in Elmwood.  He had gone to seminary with Pastor 
Brad and so we felt very comfortable trying out a new church in the community.   
The very first service church service we came to, we were hooked.  The contemporary music, the 
great children’s programs, the wonderful mix of younger families and the older population, and not to 
mention the sermon that really spoke to us!  Everything we were looking for, all under one roof.   We 
were welcomed with open arms and offered an incredible sense of community.  The first time we met 
Pastor Brad, he said, “we have been expecting you and so happy to meet you!”   
The Methodist Church of Elmwood offered everything we wanted for our family.   That’s why we 
stayed and joined.  That’s why we continue to come. We are so happy to worship and serve with our 
new church family! Thank you so much for welcoming us! 

 
Dara Wagner 

 

Walking With Jesus 

UMW NEWS 

There are no meetings in August, UMW or circle. Our next meeting is September 8 at 9:30 am.  
We will have a soup and sandwich lunch with husbands invited. 

Day Apart, which is a great day out, will be August 18 from 8:30 am to 2:30 pm at Living Springs 
campground.  It will be our last time there.  If you are able to go, reservations have to be in by 
August 10 and the cost is $10.00.  

             In God’s Love – Carol Kemper 

  President 

Tuesday Evening Women’s Bible Study 

Our group has been going since Pastor Mark put us together for a Lenten study.  We are a fun group of ladies 

who enjoy learning about God’s plan for us while supporting each other through prayer.   

This fall we are starting with “Anonymous:  Discovering the Somebody You Are to God” This six-week study 

will help you discover your true identity and special significance in the very heart of God.  Together we will 

explore the stories of four “anonymous” women of the Bible who were known and remembered, not by their 

names but by their circumstances. 

We would love to have you join us!  We meet on Tuesday evenings at 6:30pm beginning September 15 in room 

105.  We hope to see you there! 

 



Aliquam 

dolor. 

be with God in eternity. So there I said it! 

I believe that we should strive to live our lives in 

ways that draw others to God and not inflect pain 

or suffering on others. I hope that I show by putting 

my faith into action, which God cares about all of 

God people in the midst of God’s creation. I pray 

that our congregation will be a hospital for hurting, 

broken people to come recover from the pain the 

world inflects on them and exit healed and 

energized for service in this world, in the name of 

Jesus! 

 

Seeking Wisdom Sermon Series 

This series will be a journey through Psalms. 

August 9, 2015 

Sermon Title: The Fearful 

Scripture: Psalm 56 

Theme: An analysis of the fears we all experience 

and a scriptural foundation for how to respond to 

them with trust in God. 

August 16, 2015 

Sermon Title: The Addicted 

Scripture: Psalms 40:1-17 

Theme: How God sets us free to find our 

fulfillment in God! 

August 23, 2015  

Sermon Title: The Depressed 

Scripture: Psalm 42-43 

Theme: How do we fight for joy in the midst of 

depression? 

August 30, 2015 

Sermon Title: The Lonely 

Scripture: Psalm 139 

Theme:  How do we react to feelings of loneliness? 

September 6, 2015 

Sermon Title:  The Guilty 

Scripture:  Psalm 51  

Theme:  Acknowledging our neediness please our 

merciful and compassionate God. 

 

Can God work though hypocrites? 

I have shared with several of you one of my latest 

adventures in flying, which occurred on my way back 

to Elmwood after my studies in the Atlanta, GA area 

this July. Well it seems that after trying to get a little 

sleep on the flight during the first leg of my Cheapo 

ticket (which had me up at 3 am Central time to be at 

the airport in Atlanta on time!), I struck up a 

conversation with the lady dressed in a United 

Airlines Flight Attendant uniform sitting next to me.  I 

eventually told her I was a United Methodist pastor 

and she loudly told me that she did not believe in God, 

because her ex-husband was a hypocrite and he was a 

Baptist, so she got rid of him. Now I did not ask her 

any questions? She then spoke to an elderly women 

across the aisle and assisted her with something. I 

said, “You are a nice person” to which she snapped 

back. “I don’t believe in God, but I’m still a nice 

person”. She obviously wanted a confrontation, but I 

thought what would Jesus do? So I responded loudly 

“Yes you are a nice person”, which seemed to make 

her more upset. 

So as I walked through O’Hara airport in Chicago, 

half asleep, I pondered what if anything I could have 

or should have said to that woman? First, I believe she 

was obviously still hurting from her failed marriage. I 

thought maybe if I pointed out that she said her ex-

husband was a Baptist and that I had clearly stated my 

Methodist perspective (tongue and cheek), would that 

have deescalated the situation? I wondered what kind 

of witness I had given, as I believe that most of us are 

hypocrites at some point in our walks with the Lord. 

So does that disqualify us from sharing our Christian 

faith, if we are found to be hypocrites at some point or 

another in our lives? Can we invite others to beliefs 

and actions based on those beliefs, if we don’t always 

practice what we preach? Let me be clear just in case 

you missed it. I believe in God through Jesus, God’s 

only begotten child. I believe that Jesus died for my 

sins and rose for my salvation! But I am a sinner, 

saved by grace, not my human perfection. 

Consequently, I have found myself on the hypocrite 

side of the fence at a few points in my life and will 

probably land there again, before I am called home to 



The 3 R's 
Renew, revive and restore! Worship Plus 2 

Oh my! It's that time again! What time you ask? It's 

time to renew, revive, and restore your relationship 

with our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! It's time to 

make that relationship a priority in your life, and your 

family's life, and in the life of our congregation! 

 

I invite you to open yourself to the gift of God's 

presence in your life, the gift that the Holy Spirit can 

bring to your life, and the gift of growing spiritually 

closer to God and other people in a way that will 

transform your life! 

 

How do we as individuals and as a congregation grow 

in relationship with God? Bible study and prayer! 

Worship! And community action! Please make it a 

priority to join a Bible study and lead a prayerful life! 

Make it a priority to attend one of our worship 

services! Finally, put your faith in action either within 

or outside the walls Elmwood United Methodist 

church!  (Worship plus 2) 

 

I imagine that we all long for the firm ground of 

Jesus's is teaching to guide our every step, but I know 

that it requires Bible study, prayer, worship and action 

to ensure that we stay true to his plan for our lives. Let 

us, as a congregation, make it a priority to renew, 

revive, and restore our relationship with Jesus Christ! 

Prayerfully decide that a Bible study is the guide for 

you! Childcare is available upon request for all of the 

studies. 

Peace, Debbie Nelson – Watkins 

Bible Studies 
Adult Sunday school 

Adult Sunday school will meet every Sunday morning 

at 8AM beginning September 6. Spiritual and Biblical 

growth as well as life applications!  Debbie Nelson-

Watkins is the facilitator for the study! All adults are 

welcomed and invited to attend! 

Disciple 1 - Becoming Disciples Through 

Bible Study 

Disciple 1 Bible study is a very intense study for 36 

weeks.  This Bible study will meet weekly for 2 to 2 

1/2 hours and requires three to four hours a week of 

independent study and preparation for the weekly 

group meeting. This study is based on the New 

Revised Standard Version; however, the New 

International Version is also acceptable. Disciple 1 

begins in Genesis and ends with Revelation. This 

group will build accountability, trust, and friendships. 

A great study group to learn, and develop a deeper 

relationship with Christ. A serious commitment is 

required for this study. Prayerfully decide if this is the 

class for you! The group will meet on Thursday from 

6:30 to 8:30 p.m. beginning August 19th. 

Disciple 2 - Becoming Disciples Through 

Bible Study 
Disciple 2 is a 32-week Bible study that focuses solely 

on Genesis, Exodus, Luke and Acts.  Preparation is 

required before class, three to four hours, for an active 

and knowledgeable discussion of the text.  Class 

members in this class will continue to appreciate a 

greater understanding of God and the creation story, 

Moses and the Exodus, the birth, life and death of 

Jesus Christ, and the beginning of the first 

church/Christianity.  Our congregation isd blessed that 

we have a group that desires to continue to group and 

to deepen their faith!  This class will be meeting on 

Tuesday evenings from 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm and will 

be facilitated by Tom Hayes. Must have completed 

Disciple 1 first. 

Seniors Bible Study                 

The Seniors Bible Study is held on Wednesdays, from 

10-11am. The study and discussion centers around the 

books of the Bible - both Old and New Testament. 

Pastor Brad leads the study. All seniors are welcomed 

and invited to attend!   

Alpha Group 

Nine years!! The Alpha class has been opened to 

anyone since August of 2006 when we first met. I am 

so proud of all those who have been a part of this 

learning and growing experience with our goal to 

walk close with God, to hear his voice when he talks 

to us and to be equipped and eager to say “send me”.   

We meet the 3
rd

 Thursday of each month at 6:30pm in 

the church library. You are WELCOME.  Come enjoy 

the journey as we learn and grow together to become 

the disciples God created us to be.    

    Connie Dalton 



AUGUST BIRTHDAYS AND 

ANNIVERSARIES 

2 Joe & Emily Webel  

3 Jacob Glenn 

3 Gracie Potts 

4 Marvin Shoop 

5 Ben & Emmie Crisco 

7 Cathy Ekstrand 

7 Charlotte Haley 

7 Brad & Lori Johnson  

7 Aaron & Kelli Miller  

9 Lydia Link 

9 Jim & Jeannie Blane  

10 Andrea Glenn 

10 Michael Largent 

11 Lisa Roberts 

11 Kurt & Stephanie Webster  

12 Michelle Seipel 

14 Jerry & Nancy Wilson  

15 Gracie Dunn 

15 Chuck Johnston 

15 Shanna Swadinsky 

16 Georgia Stevens 

16 Mia Stevens 

17 Bob & Lavonne Rushing  

18 Kevin Shoop 

19 Grady Case 

21 Adeline Webster 

23 Ethan Callister 

23 Mary Dawson 

25 Ryanne Dunn 

31 Ruth Braham   

31 Kyle Miller 

31 Alana Parm 

31 Tom & Angie Tracy 

 

ATTENTION: If you are unable 

to serve on the day given, find 

someone from the list to trade with.  

Please advise Gerri Pettit or the 

office or Alana Parm or Amanda 

Howard (nursery) if you no longer 

wish to serve or if you wish to add 

your name to the list and which 

service you attend.  THANK 

YOU. 

  

 

9 AM WORSHIP SERVICE 

August 2, 2015 

GREETERS: Veva Windish/Jennifer 

Wilson                     

USHERS: Sherry Powers/Lavonne Rushing 

LITURGIST: Rusty Koll                    

NURSERY: Julie Crisco/Lisa Doubet 

Coffee Bar:  Koll Family 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH:  Alix Steele/Angie 

Ladd 

August 9, 2015 

GREETERS: Gerri Pettit/Sara Kane 

USHERS:  Bob Paige/Kurt Webster 

LITURGIST: Dean Cantu 

NURSERY: Amanda Howard/Megan 

Perryman 

COFFEE BAR: Need Volunteer 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH:  Karla Kane/Erica 

Kane/Rachel Cummings 

August 16, 2015 

GREETERS: Gene/Peggy Gibson 

USHERS: Brad Crisco/Rusty Koll 

LITURGIST: Don Forrest 

NURSERY: Alana Parm/Cathy Ekstrand 

COFFEE BAR: Need Volunteer 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH:  Karla Kane/Catie 

Tracy 

August 23, 2015 

GREETERS: Don/Marge Haahn 

USHERS: Roland/Jared Ekstrand 

LITURGIST: Cathy Ekstrand 

NURSERY: Heidi Ennis/Rachel Cummings 

COFFEE BAR: Need Volunteer 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH:  Carrie Koll/Mollie 

Rushing/ Lexi Claerhout 

August 30, 2015 

GREETERS: Chuck/Carolyn Stevens 

USHERS: Kent/Georgia Stevens 

LITURGIST: Chris Ewalt 

NURSERY: Bill/Michelle Seipel 

COFFEE BAR: Need Volunteer 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH: Karla Kane/Rachel 

Cummings 

10:30 AM WORSHIP SERVICE 

August 2, 2015 

GREETERS: Dan/Pat Keefer 

USHERS: Chris Stevens/Mary Howard 

LITURGIST: Karla Kane 

ACOLYTES: Craig Ramirez/Griffin Wagner 

NURSERY: Erica/Sara Kane 

COUNTERS: Kane Family 

August 9, 2015 

GREETERS: Meade/Betty Montgomery 

USHERS: Tom Morse/Erik Davis 

LITURGIST: Laura Stewart 

ACOLYTES: Adeline Webster/Clara Asplund 

NURSERY: Catie Tracy/Nancy Davis 

COUNTERS: Rachel Cummings/Denise 

Hayes 

August 16, 2015 

GREETERS: Bobbi Staples/Karen Prouty 

USHERS: Mary Nell Simpson/Charlotte Haley 

LITURGIST: Chris Stevens 

ACOLYTES:  Anna/Josie Webel 

NURSERY: Celene Duley/Kristi Link 

COUNTERS: Kane Family 

August 23, 2015 

GREETERS: Winifred Horney/Charlotte 

Booth 

USHERS: Laura Stewart/Erik Davis 

LITURGIST: Mary Howard 

ACOLYTES:  Isaac/Eli Asplund 

NURSERY: Alana/Katie Parm 

COUNTERS: Rachel Cummings/Alana Parm 

(mon eve) 

August 30, 2015 

GREETERS: Al/Evelyn Dorich 

USHERS: Chuck/Connie Johnston 

LITURGIST: Celene Duley 

ACOLYTES:  Ellie Claerhout/Shelli Shoop 

COUNTERS: Kane Family 

 



 

   

Pastor Bradley F. Watkins, II E-mail: bradley.watkinsii@gmail.com Pastor’s cell: 217-775-2020 
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