
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Update on new home built 

for Habitat home! 

I want to thank the congregation for its generous 

support of the first phase of the Habitat home built 

in Elmwood. Dick Taylor informs us that the goal 

has been met and exceeded. The property has 

been purchased and will be transferred to the 

Habitat personnel as soon as all legal paperwork is 

complete. Again, thank you for your support of the 

project, the support of your Elmwood Church 

Foundation and meeting our first pledge of over 

$2,000. We will be joining with our neighbors and 

friends to move this project to completion. The 

project will not move to the next phase until the 

spring to give the Habitat staff time to organize its 

volunteers, its donations and possible sponsors for 

the major effort of demolition and construction. 

 

UMW NEWS 

Our next meeting is September 13 at 9:30am.  Coffee will 

be served by Carolyn Dean and the program given by 

Carolyn Stevens.  Neither UMW nor Morning Circle meet 

in August. 

Monday, August 15 is District Day Apart.  This year, it will 

be held at Dayspring Native American Fellowship in East 

Peoria.  The guest speaker will be Rev. Danira Parra, 

Pastor at Dayspring.  Cost is $10.00 and reservations 

have to be in before August 8, 2016.  This is a new and 

different location, and it should be an interesting day.  

Please let me know before August 6 if you would like to 

go so I can send reservations in on time.  

In Christian Love –  
Carol Kemper, President 

 

The Beacon 
August 2016 

 
What an amazing year it has been in the life of the children’s and youth ministry here at Elmwood United 

Methodist Church to this point!  Moving into the fall, we plan to continue in the spirit of excellence through social, 

spiritual, and service activities/ministry programs.  Kelly and I are looking forward to deepening our relationship 

with the young people we seek to be in service with, as well as grow closer to one another and Christ.  This fall 

will kick off with retreats for both our junior and senior high youth respectively; which will set the foundation on 

which our fall semester will take shape.  Junior High (Middle School) youth group includes 6th through 8th grades 

and Senior High (J-Walkers) youth group includes 9th through 12th grade students.  We hope to see all of you 

this fall, stay tuned for upcoming event dates! 

   

Yours in Christ, 
Kelly & Ray 

 



 
 

 

 

 

Recently, one of my clergy colleagues and friends and I sat down for a meal together and he jokingly 

said “I see all the posts on Facebook from Elmwood and ask myself ‘where is Elmwood?”  I, too, had 

asked myself that very same question over 3 years ago.  I began to think where is Elmwood? This 

question could be answered from a geographical, biblically and missional perspective. 

When I first heard this question, I immediately thought that when I was appointed to Elmwood United 

Methodist Church and the district superintendent was describing it to me.  I quickly found out that 

Elmwood is located at the Nexus of American society. It is a place where all histories and fragrances 

of the rural lifestyle still rise. A place where people still look out for their neighbors and care about the 

children riding up and down the street.  A place where technology is evident in all facets of life but 

where the pace is still slow enough for people to take care of one another.  A place where people 

have access to the Technologies of our day and travel broadly. 

Biblically, the majority of those within our congregation are conservative to moderate in theological 

perspectives, but liberal and progressive political views are evident as well.  Bible studies are key to 

the growth of this congregation as evidenced by four or five adult Bible studies taking place constantly 

over the last three years. I have invited the congregation over my short time with you to become not 

only biblically literate, but I strive understand to how the Bible connects with us in our daily walks as 

we seek to connect with God’s people in the world. This congregation has gone above and beyond its 

regular means of support for mission projects as evidenced in Imagine No More Malaria, Ebola 

eradication, Habitat for Humanity home builds and several hands-on experiences in our local 

communities. 

I have found out, this is no ordinary congregation. I believe that Elmwood United Methodist Church 

can represent the future of a thriving and striving congregation in the mid-American portion of our 

nation. We have managed to find a hybrid of spirituality, biblical exploration, and missional outreach. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor’s Corner 

  Kids Praise Team 
Singing, Moving, and Instruments 

Must be entering grades 1-6 
Starts Wednesday, Sept. 7 

Practice schedule:   Every Wednesday, 3:30-4:00 at the church 
Praise schedule:  Every third Sunday of each month at both services 

 

Please call Janet Mottaz (368-1907) or Facebook her 
for more information or for transportation needs. 



 
 

 

 

Wow!! We had a banner year in the attendance department.  140 registered, and we averaged 127 children 

each night.   

               

The kids helped Samson recover his strength with shaving cream and corn curls and enjoyed the summer 

favorite - water balloons and more with Val Ramirez.  The making of cave snot and using a sledge hammer to 

break geodes (with the able assistance of Brad Johnson and Carrie Koll as craft coordinator) were tops. Janet 

Mottaz and her partner in crime, Pastor Tim Cavallo of Crossroads Assembly of God, really rocked at bible 

storytime. 

Celene Duley, top chef, and her crew fed volunteers before the nightly sessions and then turned around and 

provided innovative and healthy snacks for over 120 participants each evening.   

        

Chris Stevens and Debbie Nelson-Watkins provided Kid Vid life stories for children and information on our 

mission project, Baby Fold in Normal, IL.   

                                                        

Under the energetic direction of Rachel Potts, our opening and closing sessions nearly blew the doors off the 

sanctuary with enthusiasm for the new songs each evening.   

A big thanks to all who volunteered, donated time, talent, resources and prayers.  We also wish to thank all 
who brought children all week, be you parents, grandparents, friends or Grandma Nell.  We couldn’t have done 
it without everyone’s dedication and help. 
 

Laurie Leadley 
VBS Director  

Vacation Bible School 2016 



 
  

Worship + 2! 
Greetings & salutations! 

I can’t believe that it’s that time again!  Schools are 
opening and the fall season is closing in on 
us!  Summer comes & goes much too quickly for 
some of us!  With all of that being said, let’s discuss 
how we as individuals and we as a congregation will 
strengthen and enhance our walk with God and 
become more energetic disciples for Jesus Christ!  

First, a call to worship!  Worship & praise is a vital 
segment of our lives if we want to feel alive and 
vibrant during our spiritual journey!  In his word, the 
Lord encourages us to seek him: “Seek the Lord 
while He may be found, call upon him while he is 
near” (Isiah 55:6).  God desires that we worship and 
praise him!  God desirers our hearts, our time, 
talents, and gifts.  Make worship a priority in your 
life!   

Second, join and commit yourself to a bible study or 
small group!  Accountability groups are great!  The 
growth of relationships and spiritual development 
can be life transforming.  If we don’t have a group 
that fits into your schedule or interest, feel free to 
create a new group with new opportunities!  The 
support from other believers and sharing will open 
our hearts and minds for the work of the Holy Spirit!   

Finally, giving yourself to one or more missional 
projects inside the walls of this congregation, this 
community, or globally!  Wherever there is a need to 
show Jesus’ Love to the least and the lost, the 
homeless and the helpless, and those 
unknowledgeable of Jesus’ grace and forgiveness – 
there is always a need!   

Do you long for a passionate relationship with Jesus 
Christ?  Are you alive in the spirit?  God desires a 
relationship with you through his son, Jesus!  Put 
God at the top of your “To Do List!” 

  

 Peace,  

Debbie Nelson-Watkins 
 

C.S.I.: 

Celebrate - Serve - Impact 

In September, we will embark upon an expansion 
and new chapter for our community engagement 
efforts.  On Saturday the 24th and Sunday the 25th 
we will continue the tradition of community 
engagement that we have embarked upon over the 
last several years through Faith In Action, but it will 
be expanded greatly this year through Celebrate – 
Serve - Impact or C. S. I!  Our congregation has 
been awarded a grant by the Rethink Church 
program of the general board of United Methodist 
Communications. In that grant, we have been 
called upon to grow our former program to have 
significant projects.  Saturday, we’ll have a great 
celebrate event in concerts and fun activities with 
free food behind the church in the evening. 
However, we will begin Saturday morning with 
significant service projects in Elmwood, Yates City, 
and Farmington. We need your help to pull this off. 
There will be radio ads, newspaper ads and 
possibly even television for this event.  Celebrate – 
Serve - Impact logo will be present and visible 
through media. 
 

Bible Study Opportunities 

We have several bible study opportunities 

available to offer.  Hopefully, there is one for you! 

 Alpha Group meets on the third Thursday 

of the month at 6:30pm.  They are currently 

working on “Go Fish”   Everyone is 

welcome.  Led by Connie Dalton 

 Fall study of the book of James.  The book 

of James is filled with practical wisdom for 

Christians, calling us to live out genuine 

faith through good works.  Study will meet 

weekly beginning on Wednesday, August 

24 at 6:30pm. Led by Curtis Smith. 

 Tuesday Night Women’s Bible Study will 

begin on September 13 at 6:30pm.  We are 

beginning “10 Women of the Bible” by Max 

Lucado.  Come and join us for fun, 

fellowship, and faith! Led by Denise Hayes 

and Georgia Stevens. 

 Wednesday Morning Bible Study meets 

weekly at 10am. Studies include various 

books of the bible. Led by Pastor Brad.  



 

    

 

 

 

 

  

SERVING ON GOD’S TEAM 

9 A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE 

 

August 7, 2016 
Greeters: Mary Drone/Jennifer Wilson 
Ushers: Brad Crisco/Rusty Koll 
Liturgist: Leann Lovingood 
Nursery:  Jill Crisco & Emily Roberts 
Coffee Bar:  Need volunteer 
CC:  Karla Kane 
 
August 14, 2016 
Greeters: Brett/Amanda Morse 
Ushers: Kent/Georgia Stevens 
Liturgist: Kurt Webster 
Nursery:  Lisa/Kyle Doubet 
Coffee Bar:  Need volunteer 
CC:  Brandi Coco 
 
August 21, 2016 
Greeters: Tom/Denise Hayes  
Ushers: Bob Paige/Janet Vallas 
Liturgist: Dean Cantu  
Nursery:  Bill/Michelle Seipel 
Coffee Bar:  Need volunteer 
CC:  Angie Ladd 
 
August 28, 2016 
Greeters: Bev Keefer/Chris Ewalt 
Ushers: Joe Webel/Doug Whitney  
Liturgist: Rachel Potts 
Nursery:  Angie Ladd/Megan Perryman 
Coffee Bar:  Need volunteer 
CC:  Ray & Kelly 
 
 

SERVING ON GOD’S TEAM 

10:30 AM WORSHIP SERVICE 

 

August 7, 2016 
Greeters: Winifred Horney/Charlotte Booth 
Ushers: Chris Stevens/Nancy Davis 
Liturgist: Janet Mottaz 
Nursery: Hannah/Katie Parm 
Acolytes: 
Counters:  Kane’s 
 
August 14, 2016 
Greeters: Ruth Arnold/Diana Ladd 
Ushers: Tom Morse/Mary Nell Simpson 
Liturgist: Laura Davis 
Nursery: Celene Duley/Alana Parm 
Acolytes: 
Counters:  Celene Duley/Alana Parm 
 
August 21, 2016 
Greeters: Diane Malott/Laurie Leadley 
Ushers: Chuck/Connie Johnston 
Liturgist: Ray Gilmer 
Nursery: Nancy Davis/Angie Ladd 
Acolytes: 
Counters:  Diana Ladd/Ruth Arnold 
 
 
August 28, 2016 
Greeters: Patty Fincham/Mary Howard 
Ushers: Laura/Erik Davis 
Liturgist: Nancy Davis 
Nursery: Shelley/Nicole Shoop 
Acolytes: 
Counters:  Kane’s 
 
 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS AND 

ANNIVERSARIES 

2   Joe & Emily Webel Anniversary 

3   Jacob Glenn 

3   Gracie Potts 

3   Doreen Smith 

4   Marvin Shoop 

5   Ben & Emmie Crisco 

7   Cathy Ekstrand 

7   Charlotte Haley 

7   Brad & Lori Johnson Anniversary 

7   Aaron & Kelli Miller Anniversary 

9   Lydia Link 

9   Jim & Jeannie Blane Anniversary 

10 Andrea Glenn 

11  Lisa Roberts 

11  Kurt & Stephanie Webster 
Anniversary 

12  Michelle Seipel 

15  Chuck Johnston 

15  Shanna Swadinsky 

16  Georgia Stevens 

16  Mia Stevens 

17  Bob & Lavonne Rushing 
Anniversary 

18  Kevin Shoop 

19  Grady Case 

21  Adeline Webster 

23  Ethan Callister 

23  Mary Dawson 

26  Darwin Herman 

31  Ruth Braham   

31  Kyle Miller 

31  Alana Parm 

31  Tom & Angie Tracy Anniversary 

 

ATTENTION: If you are unable to serve on the 

day given, find someone from the list to trade 

with.  Please advise Gerri Pettit, the office or 

Alana Parm or Amanda Howard (nursery) if you 

no longer wish to serve or if you wish to add 

your name to the list and which service you 

attend.  THANK YOU. 

 


