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2 Joe & Emily Webel Anniversary 
3 Jacob Glenn 
3 Gracie Potts 
3 Doreen Smith 
4 Marvin Shoop 
5 Ben Crisco 
5 Emmie Crisco 
7 Cathy Ekstrand 
7 Charlotte Haley 
7 Brad & Lori Johnson Anniversary 
7 Aaron & Kelli Miller Anniversary 
9 Lydia Link 
10 Andrea Glenn 
 

11 Lisa Roberts 
11 Kurt & Stephanie Webster Anniversary 
12 Michelle Seipel 
15 Chuck Johnston 
16 Georgia Stevens 
18 Kevin Shoop 
19 Grady Case 
21 Adeline Webster 
23 Ethan Callister 
23 Mary Dawson 
31 Kyle Miller 
31 Alana Parm 
31 Tom & Angie Tracy Anniversary 
 

 
 

Worship Services 
 

We’re Back!!!  In-person worship services 
are back and we welcome you!  Social 
distancing is being observed and masks 
are required.  We are holding three 
services to limit the number of 
attendance at each service. 
 

Saturday at 5:00 pm 
Sunday at 9:00 am and 10:30 am 

 

If you still are not comfortable attending, 
watch the sermon on YouTube or 
Facebook.   
 
Also, remember to keep supporting the 
ministry by giving online, sending to the 
church or drop it off during office hours 
 
 
 

 
 

Pleasant Hill School Supplies 
 

We are once again collecting school supplies for 

the school.  They are going to start on August 

12 and will stay open “until someone tells them 

they can’t”.  We will be collecting until August 

30.  Normal school supplies are needed as well 

as backpacks.  There is a box in the narthex to 

place the supplies. 

 

Thank you 
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Hello Friends, I greet you in the name of Jesus Christ.  
 
If you haven't figured out by now, I'm kind of a nostalgia buff. I often reflect upon my growing up in my youth, music, movies, 
and popular attractions. It's neat to reflect and go back. However, as I always say, you never want to live there or stay there. 
You still want to keep moving forward, but there's nothing wrong with remembering.   
 
Remember what it was like before the COVID-19 pandemic. Remember what it was like to go to your favorite restaurant, go 
shopping, to go outside without having to wear a face mask when you just wanted to go pick up a gallon of milk. Do you 
remember what it was like to go to church? I think we all do, but I'm afraid many have forgotten because it's been a long, long 
time. We started back to in-person worship about three weeks ago. Needless to say, attendance numbers are rather low. This 
is a little disturbing. I know for sure that we're not the only congregation going through this phenomenon right now. Many 
years ago, one of my favorite television shows was called Welcome Back Kotter. I didn't always understand what was going 
on in the show and the storyline, I guess it was because I was too young. I watched the show basically because there wasn't 
much else on TV, but there was something about that theme song at the beginning…  
 
Welcome back, your dreams were your ticket out, Welcome back, to that same old place that you laughed about. Well, the 
names have all changed since you hung around, but those dreams have remained, and they've turned around. Who'd have 
thought they'd lead ya, back here where we need ya. Yeah, we tease him a lot cause we got him on the spot. Welcome back, 
welcome back, welcome back, welcome back…  
 
John Sebastian wrote this as the theme song for the ABC TV series Welcome Back, Kotter, starring Gabe Kaplan as a 
teacher who returns to his old school and is placed in a class of misfits known as The Sweathogs.  
 
Viewers loved the song and related to the message about returning to the place where you laughed, and your dreams were 
born. I agree right now, it is a challenge to worship together. With health fears, restrictions, and policies in place, they make it 
a little hard to be together. I tell you though, we are one of the safest congregations out there right now. The policies and 
practices are for the safety of those around us. It's a sign of love to be caring enough to take precautions to make sure 
everyone feels safe and welcome. 
 
Do you remember this was the place where we laughed? Maybe at my crazy socks or one of my awful jokes. Perhaps we 
would smile, knowing that God loves us even when we do stupid things. Our music would put a song into our hearts and help 
us to praise the Lord. This is where we saw our dreams come true because we prayed and asked God to help us. This is the 
place where we found hope, we found the grace we needed and the peace that surpasses all understanding. We saw our 
children baptized and make our confessions of faith. It's a place where we connected with each other over coffee and a 
cookie. We lifted each other up in prayer and shared our stories, fears, and joys together. Do you remember that place? I 
know you do… Here is some good news... It hasn't gone anywhere - it's still here. Ready for you to return… yes, there are 
some restrictions and yes, there are some new policies. But, if we listen hard enough, we can hear God saying, "come back- I 
welcome you back." The names haven't changed, we're all in this together. But right now, for some, you don't feel it's safe 
enough, or you are not ready to come back. Possible, some have even grown used to or developed the habit of not going? It 
is our hope that all the precautions and prayerful planning we are taking will help you feel comfortable enough to move you 
toward coming back. However, if you're not quite ready, that's okay, just remember we're here for you. Our online worship will 
continue even when we get back to fully open.  
 
Indeed, we are a caring and loving congregation that doesn't always get it right and sometimes fails along the way but learns 
from its mistakes and continues to move forward. Thank you to the folks that helped our church congregation remain vital 
even amid this pandemic, have mostly done it without pay and even at times without recognition. That's what it means to "be 
the church.” The Bible emphasizes the importance of the local church (Hebrews 10:25). When we gather together, we 
encourage each other and our leadership. We grow spiritually when we commit to faithful attendance.  
 
So here we are, open for the most part. We've taken every precaution to make this a safe environment. We plan for a 
meaningful worship experience for you and your family. What more can we do? We praise the Lord for helping us amid this 
pandemic and continuing to help us. We give thanks to God for the provision that we have received through the faithful 

supporters. We are filled with joy that we see your smiling faces, even if they're behind a mask. We celebrate God's love. 
Welcome back - we hope to see you soon!   
 
 

Blessings PD. 
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Due to the current situation and social distancing, in-person Vacation Bible School was cancelled this year.  
But, thanks to a few dedicated ladies, we offered take home VBS packets to the youth of our Community.  
 
On July 24, we had a drop-in event at Central Park where the kids could play a game and pick up their 
packets.  15 kids joined in the fun!! 

 

          
 

                  
 

Thank you Janet Mottaz, Karla Kane, Carrie Koll, Terri German and Gayla Tayler  
for your hard work and creativity!!! 

 
                                                                   

 

 

In lieu of in-person Blessing of the Backpacks, we 

offer this blessing:

 

Be safe!  
United Methodist Church of Elmwood 

 

We will be presenting our Educational 
Scholarships on Sunday, August 23 at the 
9:00am service to:   Taylor Herman 
   Emily Roberts 
   Rachel Whitney 
 
Congratulations to you all! 


