
 

Confirmation Sunday 

Coming Soon 

The Beacon 

J U N E  2 0 1 6  

Guest Preacher 

Welcome! 
 
We are pleased to announce 

that Pastor Eric Mulanda 

Nduwa, a graduate of Africa 

University, will be here on 

July 17, 2016 to bring us the 

message at both 9am and 

10:30am services.  Please 

join us that day to welcome 

Pastor Eric to our church to 

bring his message of God’s 

word to us. 

 Mark your calendars!  Confirmation Sunday service 

will be on June 19 at 10:30am at Camp Big Sky. 

Eight young people completed confirmation classes 
and will become members of the church that day.  

Brad will be performing emersion baptisms to 
anyone who wishes to participate. If you wish to be 

baptized by emersion that day, please speak to Pastor 
Brad to set up an appointment by June 6. 
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Family Fun Night At The 
Ball Park 

We are getting a group together to go to 

Peoria Chiefs on June 10 at 6:30pm.  
The cost is $10, which includes the 

ballgame with fireworks after the game.  
There is a sign-up sheet in the lobby.  Ple 

ase sign up if you plan to attend so we 

can get a count for tickets.  

UMW NEWS 

Our next meeting is June 14 at 9:30am.  
Coffee will be served by Debbie Nelson-
Watkins and the program will be given by 
Chris Stevens. Circle does not meet June, 
July and August. 
 
We have been invited to Trivoli United 
Methodist Church’s annual Salad Supper at 

6:00pm on June 14.  If you are able to go, 
please let me know so we can car pool.  This 
is always a great evening. 
 

    Christian Love–  
Carol Kemper,   

President 

All ladies are welcome to attend the  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please speak to Carol Kemper if you are interested in 

attending. 

 NEW LOCAL MISSION PROJECT 
 

At our last Church council meeting, a proposal to 
join together with the city of Elmwood as it 
supports Habitat for Humanity of Greater Peoria in 

its desire to construct a new single‐family dwelling 

at 202 West Mound Street, Elmwood IL, was 
approved! What this means is that our congregation 

will seek to support this effort on multiple levels. 
The first level is there we will raise $2,000 to $3,000 

toward the $8,000 needed to clear and prepare the 
property to be turned over to the personnel from 
Habitat for 

Humanity. Then additional funds will need to be 

raised with other volunteer support and in‐kind 

donations to complete the new structure. This 

month, we are seeking persons to be a part of our 

church’s steering committee for this new habitat 

home. Could God be calling you to say yes to this? 

Please see Pastor Brad if you are interested or have 

questions about how you can support this effort.  
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Junior and senior high youth ministries have 

events coming up.  Be sure to check the calendar 
for those dates.  – See You There! 

Junior High Youth (6th-8th Grade) 

Summer Schedule 
June 19th – Confirmation Sunday 

June 25th – Six Flags 
June 26th – Youth Life 

July 23rd-28th – VBS Week (Volunteering) 
July 31st Youth Life 

Senior High Youth (9th – 12th Grade) 

 

Summer Schedule 
June 19th – Cook Out (At Church) 

June 25th - Six Flags 
July 23rd-28th –VBS Week (Volunteering) 

Youth Ministry 
May was an exciting month as we kicked off 
our summer schedule with the launch of       

J-Walkers (Walking With Jesus), our senior 
high youth ministry with ten senior high 
youth.  Our senior high youth will be present 

at the Strawberry Festival, as they seek to 
spread the good news and reach out to the 

senior high youth of our area.   

Our junior high youth ministry (Middle 

School) helped celebrate the 1 year anniversary 
of “Youth Life” the community youth ministry 
that is bringing churches together while 

ministering to our young people and having a 
blast along the way!!! 

A big congratulations is in order to all of our 

8th grade and 12th grade graduates.  We are so 
proud of you and know that your best is yet to 

come!!! 

“I can do all these things through Christ who 
strengthens me.” (Philippians 4:13) 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

Our children’s and youth ministry Sunday school 

classes will be on break for the summer.  Thank 
you to all of our children’s ministry leaders for 
your commitment to our children and your 

willingness to serve with excellence!  #YouRock 

Children’s church begins May 29th for children 
Kindergarten – 5th grade, with our youth assisting our 
Christian education leaders.  We are looking forward 
to an awesome summer! 

Plans have been made and the volunteers are 
excited to begin Vacation Bible School, CAVE 

QUEST: Following Jesus the Light of the World on 

July 23 for the Pre-k and July 24 for K – 6 At 

Cave Quest, the kids will explore what it means 
to follow Jesus through dark times.  The kids 

participate in bible learning activities, sing fun 
songs, play team-building games, eat yummy 
treats, and learn to look for evidence of God all 

around them with God sightings.  

 

Pre-K VBS will be on Saturday, July 23 9:00am 

to 11:00am.   K – 6th will be July 24 through 

July 28 from 6:30pm through 8:30pm.   
 

We can always use volunteers in all areas of the 
fun! If you want to be a part of this amazing 

experience as a participant or volunteer, register 
now online now at www.elmwoodumc.com and 
click on VBS. 

http://www.elmwoodumc.com/
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Pastor’s Corner 

 

Who am I? 

 

 
To some this might seem like an obvious answer, you are Bradley Faulkner  Watkins, II! Recently I have 

been asking myself this question on several levels. My recent visit to Atlanta, Ga to support my father in 

his recovery and show love to my mother as she has been a loving helpmate to my father through these 

current and many other trials and tribulations, calls me to ask this question, “ who am I?” Am I a son 

first? Am I a husband, of 29 years to Debbie Nelson Watkins, first? Am I a father to Raymond, Charles, 

Christian and Cullen first?  Am I a grandfather to Reyghen and her future sister, Charleston Drew, first? 

Am I the pastor to the people of the Elmwood United Methodist Church first? Which of these should 

come first? How do I continue to be all things to all of these different groups at one time? To say the least, 

there are times in which I feel overwhelmed being all of these things at all times. There are times in which 

some things take priority over other things. There are times in which I wish I could just go hide out 

somewhere in a dark room with no sound and no human contact… Hahaha. But most of all, there are 

times that I rejoice in all of these different roles of which speak to who I am. 

My first role as a son was highlighted during my last visit to Atlanta. As I sat with my father and assisted 

him with some of his medical concerns and issues, or when I drove my mother to an emergency room visit 

for my father at 3 a.m. in the morning, my role as son was highlighted. Then I was blessed to be able to 

just to sit around and reminisce with both of my parents and rejoice that they are still with us in this 

world! I am their son, their first born, and the one who is farthest away physically. As I seek to live out 

this role as son, I am challenged to live into the opportunity to still show them that their love has meant so 

much to me. I want to be a role model for my children of what it means to be a loving and faithful son, 

who honors what the Bible says when I “ honor thy father and mother that thy days may be long upon this 

Earth”. 

My role as a husband is equally as fulfilling and challenging at times. I would love to say that it’s always 

been peaches and cream, but that would be a lie and I’m not supposed to lie as a pastor in my own Pastor 

Corner… LOL. This morning, I especially cherish the time that God has given me to grow into my role as 

husband, there have been times in which I really had to struggle to get there and there have been other 

times that it just kind of came naturally to support my wife and to grow with her as we both grow old. I 

would encourage others as they seek to live in Covenant relationship, notice I use the word covenant, 

which is not just a legal relationship, but a spiritual relationship between God and human beings. To seek 

God’s wisdom, to hold on to the good things and the good times that occurred through this relationship, 

and to work to overcome struggles and the uphill battles when they occur is what I think about in my role 

as husband. It has been a good run and I look forward to many more years to grow into my role as 

husband to Debbie Nelson-Watkins. 

My role as father has been my most cherished role, as anyone who has known me for years would say. 

Raymond, Charles, Christian, and Cullen have all given me opportunities to be proud of them and to 

grow with them as their father. Fathering has been the joy of my life and continues to be a challenge, as I 

seek to father those who are legally adults, but at different times still need and request my assistance.  
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Now the times they don’t request my assistance they struggle with my fathering, but oh well, 

everything’s not perfect. Being a father has given me the opportunity to nurture, to comfort, to lead, to 

show love and to give hope to my young men as they grow into the men that God has called them to 

be.  I pray that I will never stop fathering. 

Now my new role as grandfather, is one that I am looking forward to growing into as the years go by. I 

cannot wait to spoil my grandchildren, love on them unconditionally, show them hope as their parents 

teach, guide and protect them. Also to help them to see how much God loves them! The anticipation 

of holding a little one or reading stories to a young one gets my blood flowing and my creative juices 

to jumping! 

Who am I comes up again as I seek to be a pastor in this community that God has planted me in. I 

hope that I will always show the love of God, lead God’s people toward hope and prosperity,extend 

forgiveness.  Sure none of us is perfect, but our institutional church has been called to help us sand 

down some of the rough edges and times of our lives, which is what I pray this church will do. 

Pastor’s Corner, cont. 

Based on Max Lucsdo’s  

“Fearless: Imagine Your Life Without Fear”  
 

June 5, 2016 
Sermon title: Why Are We Afraid? 
Scripture: 2 Timothy 1:7 (NIV) 

June 12, 2016 
Sermon title: Fear of Not Mattering 

Scripture: Matthew 10:31 (NCV) 

June 19, 2016 
Sermon title: Fear of Disappointing God 
Scripture:  Genesis 3:1 – 13 (NIV) 

June 26, 2016 
Sermon title: Fear of Life’s Final Moments 
Scripture:  John 14:1, 3 (NLT) 

July 3, 2016 
Sermon title: Fear of Global Calamity 
Scripture:  Matthew 24:6 (NIV) 

July 10, 2016  
Sermon title: Fear of God Getting Out of My Box 
Scripture:  Matthew 17: 6 - 7 (NIV) 
 

Upcoming Sermon Series 
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June Birthdays and 

Anniversaries 
 
2 Errol Brewer 

2 Larry Cox   
2 Mary Howard 
2 Shannon Glover 

6 Sierra Peterson 
7 Leann Lovingood 

7 Taylor Glover 
8 Matthew Bledsoe 
8 Joe Gasparovich 

9 Megan Johnson 
10 Amelia Jane Webel 

11 Allie Dunn 
12 Don Forrest 
12 Connie Johnston 

13 Garrett Whitehurst 
15 Jim Blane 

18 Cindy Fargher 

19 Sandy Cantu 
19 Chelsea Morse 
19 Carolyn Stevens  

21 Greg & Verlene Callister  
21 Chad Wagner 

23 Brad Johnson 
24 Mia Swadinsky 

25 Emily Roberts 
26 Glenn & Nancy Moody  
30 Chad & Dara Wagner  

SERVING ON GOD’S TEAM 

9 A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

June 5, 2016 
GREETERS: Tammy Tomson/Terri 

German 

USHERS: Sherry Powers/Lavonne 

Rushing 

LITURGIST:  

NURSERY: Bill/Michelle Seipel 

COFFEE BAR: Need Volunteer 

 

June 12, 2016 
GREETERS: Mary Drone/Veva 

Windish                 

USHERS: Bob Paige 

LITURGIST: Rusty Koll 

NURSERY: Hannah/Katie Parm 

COFFEE BAR: Need Volunteer 

 

June 19, 2016 
One Service 

10:30am Camp Big Sky 

 

June 26, 2016 
GREETERS: Eric/Lisa Doubet 

USHERS: Doug Whitney/Joe Webel 

LITURGIST: Dean Cantu 

NURSERY: Cathy Ekstrand/Laurie 

Leadley 
COFFEE BAR: Need Volunteer 

SERVING ON GOD’S TEAM 

10:30 AM WORSHIP 

SERVICE 
 

June 5, 2016 

GREETERS: Diane Malott/Winifred 

Horney 

USHERS: Chuck/Connie Johnston 

LITURGIST: Chris Stevens 

ACOLYTES: Rachel Link/Megan 

Johnson 

NURSERY: Alana Parm/Celene 

Duley 

COUNTERS: Alana Parm/Celene 

Duley 

 

June 12, 2016 
GREETERS: Mary Howard/Jennifer 

Wilson 

USHERS: Bob Paige/Patrick Tracy 

LITURGIST: Chris Ewalt 

ACOLYTES: Josie/Anna Webel 

NURSERY: Laurie Leadley/Kristi 

Link 

COUNTERS: Kane’s 

 

June 19, 2016 

One Service 

10:30am Camp Big Sky 

Greeters:  Kane’s  

Counters:  Diana Ladd/Ruth Arnold 

 

June 26, 2016 
GREETERS: Patty Fincham/Joanne 

Endres 

USHERS: Tom Morse/Erik Davis 

LITURGIST: Nancy Davis 

NURSERY: Shelli/Nicole Shoop 

ACOLYTES: Gracie Potts/Etta 

Wagner 

COUNTERS: Kane’s 

ATTENTION: If you are unable to serve 

on the day given, find someone from the 
list to trade with.  Please advise Gerri 
Pettit or the office or Alana Parm or 
Amanda Howard (nursery) if you no 
longer wish to serve or if you wish to add 
your name to the list and which service 

you attend.  THANK YOU. 



 

 

  

Pastor Bradley F. Watkins II email: bradley.watkinsii@gmail.com Pastor cell: 217-775-2020 

 
www.elmwoodumc.org Administrative Assistant: Denise Hayes  Office: 309-742-7221 
 

UNITED METHODIST CHRUCH OF ELMWOOD 
PO BOX 477 

821 WEST MAIN STREET 
ELMWOOD, IL 61529 

 

Do not fear for I 

am with you: do not 

be dismayed, for I 

am your Lord 

Isaiah41:10 

mailto:bradley.watkinsii@gmail.com
http://www.elmwoodumc.org/

