
 

 

December 2015 

It is getting to be that time of year and we are gearing up 

for the Christmas Holidays and wonderful meals and family 

fun! 

Unfortunately, we have those in our community that are in 

need of help.  Working with our school district, Elmwood 

322, the Stuff-a-Bus Campaign will take off before 

Thanksgiving and the donated food items will be delivered 

to the Elmwood UMC on Wednesday, December 16 at 

9:30am.  With the help of volunteers from the churches in 

Elmwood, we will divide and share the food collected with 

the entire community. 

Our pantry is well stocked at the moment, but donations 

are always welcome.  We also will take monetary 

donations for the milk, eggs, meat and produce that go in 

the boxes and small gifts for the children. 

If you would like to help that day, call the church office for 
more information.  Thank you 

Stuff-A-
Bus 

“HOME 
IMPROVEMENTS”  

SER MON  SER IES  

The Beacon  

Christmas Tree Lighting 

Please join us for the Christmas Tree Lighting at Central Park Saturday, December 5 at 5:00pm. 
We are still looking for carolers for this event.  We will meet at 4:30pm. If you are interested, 
please contact church office or Pastor Brad.    
 

 

December 6, 2015 

Sermon title: It takes a family! 

Scripture: Joshua 24:15 and Acts 

16:32-34 

 

 

December 13, 2015 

Sermon title: Love and Marriage 

Scripture: Song of Songs 2:1-16 & 

Ephesians 5: 20-25 

 

 

December 20, 2015 

Sermon title: A legacy that lasts 

Scripture: Jeremiah 35:18-19 & II 

Timothy 1:1-5 

 

 

 

Couples Fellowship 

We will be celebrating Christmas together on December 12 at 6:00pm at the home of Steve & 

Nancy Davis.  All who attend are asked to bring a Christmas ornament to exchange.  We would 

love all couples to join us for an evening of food, fellowship and fun!     

                                            Peace,  Debbie Nelson-Watkins 

 

 



The congregations of Crossroads Assembly of God, United Methodist of 

Elmwood, and First Presbyterian will join together for “Community 

Christmas Caroling” on Sunday, December 20.  We will gather at 

Elmwood United Methodist at 3 p.m. and will divide into three groups. 

Each group will be assigned homes/facilities where church members/sick 

& shut-in community residents reside. Afterwards, we will meet back at 

EUMC for hot chocolate, cider, and cookies. Please join us for an 

afternoon of caroling, community service, relationship building and 

fellowship with other members of the “Body of Christ”. 

 

Community Christmas Caroling 

 

All persons affected by grief due to the loss of a loved one are invited to 

a short-term group for the holidays, co-lead by Mrs. Debbie Rushing 

Glenn and Pastor Brad Watkins, II. This group will meet at 5 pm., on the 

Sundays of November 29th, December 6th, 13th  and 20th at The United 

Methodist Church of Elmwood. This year’s group will use materials from 

The Greif Care Kit as a practical resource, which includes readings, 

DVD, and group discussion.  

The author, Harold Ivan Smith wrote the following, “Greif affects 

everyone. Every week there are names of people in the church (and 

community) who have experienced or are facing the loss of someone 

they love. For many, knowing what to do or how to help in these 

situations can be difficult, especially when sending flowers or offering a 

sympathetic word just doesn’t seem like enough.” 

 

If you are interested in joining the group, please contact Pastor Brad at 

217-775-2020 or call the church office. 

 

Grief  Recovery Group for the Holidays 

 

UMW will meet December 8 for installation of officers and our Christmas 

party.  Pastor Brad will do the installation of officers and the program.  

Coffee time is by Charlotte Booth and Carol Kemper.  We will exchange 

gifts with our Prayer Pals and draw names for 2016.  Please join us. 

          God Bless You –  

       Carol Kemper, President 

UMW News 

 

Operation 

Christmas 

Child 

Sunday, 

November 15th 

was a busy 

day!  The Sunday 

school classes 

with the help of the 

children and youth 

ministry volunteers 

packed 120 shoe 

boxes to reach 

boys and girls all 

over the world. 

With each box a 

child will receive a 

booklet sharing the 

story of Jesus 

Christ and the love 

that He has for 

them. Through 

your time, 

donations and 

prayers we thank 

you for sending 

hope to children 

and the 

opportunity to 

grow their faith. 

Thank you for 

reaching out. 

 

The Beacon 



The Beacon 

My name is Terri German and I live in Yates City. I have been a member 

and regular attendee of the Evangelical Free Church in Canton since 

2000. I never thought that I would ever consider going to another church, 

but in early August I began to feel that God might be leading me 

somewhere else. Logistically it was difficult for me to be involved in all 

that I felt I should be at that church. As I still love my church family from 

there and know they are faithfully following God, I began to think I might 

make a change.  I had become Facebook friends with Pastor Brad and 

knew he was a man who loved the Lord and was faithful to His Word. I 

became more familiar with him at events around the area.  I told a friend 

of mine that I really wanted to hear him preach, and as she was looking 

for a church family, as a recent widow, she needed to be involved in a 

church that could meet her needs. So, we came to a service in late 

August.  I immediately felt very comfortable!  I was greeted, very warmly, 

by friends and their parents from childhood, a past employer, past fellow 

employees, children that I have at school, co-workers and administration 

from Farmington Central School where I work, and new friends!!  My 

friend also felt very comfortable and immediately joined in the coffee hour 

and Bible Study.  I like worshiping with a Praise band, so the music really 

fit with me.  I liked Pastor Brad's message, the fact that he is a Bible 

preaching pastor, his enthusiasm for the Lord and his humor!!  I also like 

that there are so many different programs going on in this church, it is 

alive and well.  Over the next few weeks, I really struggled with where I 

needed to be.  I made an appointment and talked to Pastor Brad and to a 

couple of my close friends from my church.  I felt that God was leading 

me to your church for a reason.  I have been attending regularly and am 

really happy to be coming here because I want to be involved in the 

Ladies Bible Study, Bible School in the summer and, eventually, probably 

helping teach.  Thank you for being such a warm and friendly church 

family.              

     

Walking with Jesus 

 

 

May the 

warmth and 

joy of the 

Christmas 

Season 

remain 

with you 

throughout 

the coming 

year. 



The Beacon 
 

 

 “Branding” 

Does it matter what people think of our church? 

Recently I was riding in my car with some youth coming from an event and I thought I would 

ask them what books they were reading. Here responses were varied but not unexpected. We 

talked for a little bit and Griffin Wagner asked me what I was reading. I shared with him how I 

did not make time to read for fun much this days, but was enjoying a business book on a 

subject called “Branding”, in an interesting book, Brands Formation: How To Transform A 

Good Small Business Into A Great Local Brand, given to me at an Elmwood Development 

Association meeting last month. 

I went on to share with them how it is important what people think about our church, our 

perceived image in the general community, and if the people in the general community can say 

something good about us quickly. In retrospect, I can imagine their eyes going dark at this 

moment but I was driving so I did not have to look at them! I was on a roll and was going to run 

with it.  Branding can be important in several ways for churches. To be honest, I am so excited 

about this subject for this church because it one of the first churches I have served where 

people in the general community have heard of us for things other than funerals, which says 

something about their impact (or lack of impact) in current society. I am challenged each day to 

work with our church family to fine tune “our brand”. 

So let’s see, what is The United Methodist Church of Elmwood’s brand in this community? 

When I first arrived at the church over two years ago, I was told by a community resident that 

we were the church with lots of young people and a strong mission outreach. Two years later, 

we have continued to build on that missional theme and enhance our identity for being a family 

oriented congregation. Sounds standard and generic, but I have found that it takes constant 

work and innovative ways of sharing with those outside of our walls and inviting them to join us 

in service. Notice I did not say invite them to come to our church! This is an important 

distinction. Over the month of October and November, we have averaged over 140 in worship! 

This is good, but one of the effects of Branding is that people who come to worship expect to 

be asked, invited, begged (LOL) to give, support, or join some outreach mission effort every 

week. People who have attended and all who have joined recently have told me that we are a 

great church to raise their families in, praise God.  

We cannot rest on our laurels.  We must continually develop programs and share the vision of 

this congregation. Some have asked me, what comes first the sharing of the vision, i.e. 

branding or the effective implementation of the vision? I say it is like that old adage, “what 

comes first the chicken or the egg?’ You cannot have one without the other. 



DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS AND  
ANNIVERSARIES 

 

1   Baron & Cassidy Case 

1   Meade & Betty Montgomery 

5   Jacob Gibbs 

5   Jeff Roberts 

6   Roland Caulkins 

6   Oliver Thornton 

7   Chuck & Carolyn Stevens 

8   Isaac Asplund 

8   Karen Prouty 

8   Laura Stewart 

9   Ashley Duley 

10   Jason & Jody Centers 

10   Chris Dunn 

10   Bert & Veronica Haskell  

11   Erica Kane 

11   Sam Rushing 

12   Travis Johnson 

12   Jennifer Wilson 

12   Kurt Webster 

13   Adam Centers  

13   Gabriel Taylor 

14   Julia Bledsoe 

14   Jack Potts 

15   Becky Bledsoe 

17   Jane Shoop 

17   Drake Whitehurst 

18   Chris Ewalt 

19   Norma Bowhay 

21   Greg Callister 

21   Shelby Glover 

21   Danny & Marilyn Bowhay  

21   Mark & Carol Kemper  

23   Dylan Cantu 

23   Brianna Glover 

23   Ted & Janet Mottaz  

24   Evelyn Dorich   

26   Joanne Endres 

26   Evan Swadinsky 

27   Pat Pittman 

27   Dick Taylor 

31   Nancy Davis 

31   Chelsie Forrest 

31   Angie Tracy 

 

  

SERVING ON GOD’S TEAM 

9 A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE 

 

December 6, 2015 

GREETERS: Chuck/Carolyn Stevens 

USHERS: Gerri Pettit/Georgia Stevens 

LITURGIST: Cathy Ekstrand 

NURSERY: Heidi Ennis/Kristi Link 

COFFEE BAR: 5
th
 & 6

th
 Grade 

SS AIDES: Angie Ladd/Kelli Miller/Diane 
Malott 

 

December 13, 2015 – 
ONESERVICE @ 10:30 

 

 

December 20, 2015 

GREETERS: Marilee Hurst/Lavonne 
Rushing 

USHERS: Bob Paige/Roland Ekstrand 

LITURGIST: Joe Webel 

NURSERY: Amanda Howard/Cathy 
Ekstrand 

COFFEE BAR: Duley/Kemper Families 

SS AIDES: Sheri Kosowski/Alicia 
Provence/Molly Rushing 

 

December 24 (Christmas Eve 

service) 

GREETERS: Gene/Peggy Gibson 

USHERS: Gerri Pettit/Sherry Powers 

LITURGIST: Dean Cantu 

NURSERY: Alana Parm/Katie & Hannah 

 

December 27, 2015 

Student Sunday - TBA 

NURSERY: Heidi Ennis/Megan 
Perryman 

 

SERVING ON GOD’S TEAM 

10:30 AM WORSHIP SERVICE 

 

December 6, 2015 

GREETERS: Charlotte Booth/Chris Stevens 

USHERS: Mary Howard/Charlotte Haley 

LITURGIST: Mark Kemper 

ACOLYTES: Clara/Eli Asplund 

NURSERY: Amanda Howard/Emily 
Roberts 

COUNTERS: Diana Ladd/Ruth Arnold  

 

December 13, 2015 

GREETERS: Becky Bledsoe/Chris Watkins 

USHERS: Tom Morse/Erik Davis 

LITURGIST: Mary Howard 

ACOLYTES: Brandon/Averie Gilstrap 

NURSERY: Alana Parm/Katie & Hannah 

COUNTERS:  

 

December 20, 2015 

GREETERS: Bobbi Staples/Bev Keefer 

USHERS: Chuck/Connie Johnston 

LITURGIST: Chris Stevens 

ACOLYTES:  Ellie Claerhout/Etta Wagner 

NURSERY: Nancy Davis/Sara Kane 

COUNTERS: Kane’s 

 

December 27, 2015 

Student Sunday - TBA 

NURSERY: Shelli/Nicole Shoop 

COUNTERS: Diana Ladd/Ruth Arnold 

 

ATTENTION: If you are unable to serve on 

the day given, find someone from the list to 

trade with.  Please advise Gerri Pettit or 

the office or Alana Parm or Amanda 

Howard (nursery) if you no longer wish to 

serve or if you wish to add your name to 

the list and which service you attend.  

THANK YOU. 

 



 
 

 

 

UNITED METHODIST CHRUCH OF 
ELMWOOD 
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