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Thanks to everyone who contributed their time or food during November. It was a very
busy month, and we hope to spread things out better next year. Three events in 10 days
were way too much. I’m sure you’ll agree.
Our December meeting will be held December 13th at 9:30 am. Celene Duley will serve
refreshments and I will do the program. We hope to see you then.
I wish you blessings and a Merry Christmas!
Carol Kemper
Philippians 4:13 – “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”
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Baron Case
Cassidy Case
Meade & Betty Montgomery Anniversary
Jacob Gibbs
Jeff Roberts
Roland Caulkins
Karen Prouty
Ashley Duley
Jason & Jody Centers Anniversary
Erica Kornse
Sam Rushing
Travis Johnson
Jennifer Wilson
Kurt Webster
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Adams Centers
Jack Potts
Drake Whitehurst
Chris Ewalt
Norma Bowhay
Greg Callister
Dylan Cantu
Ted & Janet Mottaz Anniversary
Evelyn Dorich
Joanne Endres
Dick Taylor
Nancy Davis
Chelsie Ingrassia
Angie Tracy

Pastor’s Page
Greetings, family, and friends of the congregation called the United Methodist Church of Elmwood.
One of my favorite scripture passages is from the gospel according to Luke 2:10-11, “And the angel said to them,
“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this
day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.”
By the time you read this newsletter article, we have already begun Advent! You're probably thinking to yourself.
Oh nuts, it's Advent again.?!? Just a little reminder that advent is the four weeks or 24 days before Christmas. It's
a season and church tradition in which we remember the anticipation and waiting for the birth of the Messiah. Israel
had been waiting a long, long, long, long time. I left out a few longs because we would be here all night. It's exciting
news when you've waited for the Messiah for hundreds of years, and in your mind, his arrival will lift you out of
Roman oppression! Regardless of whether that "Savior" is a baby, you are overwhelmed. There has never been
good news like this in your lifetime, and it will never happen again. It is good news for all of your people.
It has been almost all of the history of the Jewish people. An ongoing effort by others has attempted to wipe the
Jews off the earth. Thankfully, a Savior has emerged. As long as the nation of Israel has peace and can defeat
their enemies, The Jews believe things will be the same as they were during the time of David and Solomon. That
night when Jesus was born, the world didn't experience that kind of joy. In contrast to the Roman Empire and other
nations surrounding Israel, Jesus did not subdue them. Israel did not crown him king. As King of the universe, he
was already in charge. It was not just for the Jews that he created his eternal kingdom, but for all people groups in
the world. Rather than being temporal, this joy would last for eternity.
Because our eyes are so focused on temporary things instead of the glorious, eternal being of the Lord, isn't it true
that we have difficulty grasping the joy we receive from Him? He came to earth so we could know, love, serve, and
share him. Our greatest joy comes from this. The joy of Christ can be experienced more fully if we take practical
steps toward it. Shepherds are an excellent example for us to follow. To see for themselves, they went in search
of Jesus. They weren't just interested in hearing about it. They desired to experience the Savior. Furthermore, they
spread the word about Jesus to others. It was too good to keep their Jesus story to themselves. Telling people
about Jesus was their joy. Put something new on your list this season as you plan your gift shopping. Besides time
and effort, it doesn't cost anything. Ask our Savior for something you can tell someone else that will bring them
eternal joy. We exchange gifts with one another. If you want to bring the joy of Jesus to someone who needs him,
ask your heavenly Father for the gift of bringing joy to them. It's good news that brings great joy!
THANK YOU! I want to say thank you to everyone that has supported my ministry here for the fifth year in a row.
As we are now yoked with Brimfield, my workload has increased somewhat. And I'm grateful for your love and
support and for helping me to accomplish the mission God has set before me here. I want to say thank you and
my family as well for the gift given to us by the Elmwood United Methodist Church for Pastor Support month in
October. It was a gift that was well received, and we greatly appreciate it. We look forward to this new year coming
in 2023. God HAS great opportunities that we will share together. On behalf of my family and myself, may you
ALL have a blessed and beautiful Christmas.
May God's blessings richly fill your life in 2023 and may we together share that good news that for unto us a Child
is born, he is Christ, the Lord. He has made a difference in my life. I am certain he has made a difference in your
life. Think about how Jesus can make a difference in their life and how you can tell them about Christ. You don't
have to do it; you GET to do it! AMEN!

PD John 14:27

FARMHOUSE CHICKEN CORNBREAD
CASSEROLE

Let’s get fit so we can serve!
Monday – Wednesday – Friday
8am – 9am
Elmwood UMC Fellowship Hall
JOIN US! We have “changed up” our exercise
routines. In addition to some of the original
routines, we are following several different exercise
videos. This provides extra cardio and strength
moves. Come “sweat” with us!
No experience necessary!
I will show you
modifications for exercises to address all levels.
Questions? Please call or text Rene’ Schulz at
309-696-6174 or email at tbearschulz@gmail.com
or Janet Vallas at 309-712-3935 or email at
kvallas@mchsi.com.

Ingredients
Filling:
• 1 (10.5 oz) can condensed cream of
chicken soup, NOT diluted
• 1 (10.5 oz) can condensed cream of
mushroom soup, NOT diluted.
• 4 cups cooked, diced chicken
• 1 cup grated cheddar cheese
Cornbread Topping:
• 1 (8.5 oz) box corn muffin mix (such as
Jiffy brand)
• 1 (14.75 oz) can cream style corn
• 1/3 cup sour cream
• 1 egg
• 2 tablespoons melted butter
Instructions:
1. Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Spray a 2- quart
or 3-quart baking dish with cooking spray. If you
use a 2-quart dish, the cornbread topping will be
slightly thicker.
2. In a large bowl, whisk together condensed soups
and milk. stir in cooked chicken and cheese.

The Youth Group will be meeting at the
church on Saturday, December 10th at 6:30
pm. Please bring a $5 gift for a gift
exchange. In addition, we will decorate
cookies and play games.
We would like to plan a skate party during
the Christmas break.
Just a reminder – Youth Group is for
anyone in the 5th-8th grade. It doesn’t
matter what, if any, church they attend.
Highschoolers are welcome to come help.

3. Pour chicken mixture into prepared baking dish.
4. In a separate bowl, stir together corn muffin mix,
cream style corn, sour cream, egg, and melted
butter. Spread evenly over the chicken mixture.
5. Bake, uncovered, for about 40-45 minutes, or
until a toothpick inserted in the center of topping
comes out clean. Cover loosely with foil if the top
starts to get too dark before done.
NOTE: You can use any creamed soup in this recipe if
someone is allergic to mushrooms.
**If anyone has a recipe they would like to share, please
email the office at: umchurch@elmwoodumc.com

n

We have had a tremendous increase in Sunday School attendance
this year. The kids are having fun participating in church activities.
Youth group is going strong thanks to the efforts of Linda Pyell.
Our Sunday School teachers are piquing the interest and enthusiasm
of the younger kids. They are excited for the Christmas Walk on
December 3rd – at least a dozen has signed up to join our highly
successful “Walking Nativity”.
Preparation for the Sunday School Christmas Program has begun.
Mark your calendars for Sunday, December 18th at the 10 am.
service. You won’t want to miss the kids perform!
May the Joy of Christ’s gift fill your hearts as we look to the future!

Sue Gallegos

GOD WITH US

Pastor David will be leading an
Advent Bible Study. It will be held at
the Brimfield United Methodist
Church (135 S. Galena, Brimfield, IL
61571) at 6:30 pm every Wednesday.
It begins Wednesday, November 30th
and will end on Wednesday,
December 21st.

An Advent Bible Study
by John Birch
Based on readings for Year A of
the Revised Common Lectionary

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF ELMWOOD

2 Corinthians 9:11: You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your
generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.

Last month we made a plea to our congregation to help buy turkeys for the Thanksgiving food
boxes. We were so overwhelmed by the generosity of our congregation. We received a total of
$1,220.00. This allowed us to purchase turkeys for Thanksgiving and Christmas! We had
decided we would not be able to afford to give pies away to our families, we were able to buy
each family a small pie to add to their Thanksgiving meal.
We are so grateful to you, the congregation, for your continued support. To those that have
given, to those that have shopped and left food in our blue bin, and to those that pray for this
ministry…THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU! We wanted to share with you the boxes
that were prepared and handed out. This could only happen with your help!

ADVENT TREE!
It's time for the Advent tree again! It will be available
for the next four weeks during the holiday season.
Money collected from this ministry goes to the
Elmwood United Methodist Church food pantry.
Please consider supporting the food pantry here.
100% of your gift goes to 100% of the need.

The process works as follows.
1.

Pick any red envelope from the Advent tree.

2.

Put your best gift, Cash, or check, into the
envelope, and remember, please do not seal it or
write anything on it.

3.

Put the envelope into the offering plate.

4.

Grab one of the plastic candy canes next to the
offering plate and put it on the Advent tree.

5.

Repeat as often as you can. Thank you so much!

Please note: Make your check is payable to the Elmwood
United Methodist church food pantry. And please put in
the memo line Food Pantry.

Holiday Thanks from
New2U Thrift Store
In November 2017, St. Patrick’s and three
other Elmwood churches worked together
to open a local thrift store.
Five years later, New2U has donated
thousands of dollars to local projects from
food pantries to children’s education.
Hundreds of people have thanked the
store’s volunteers for the ability to buy
slightly used top-quality merchandise at
rock-bottom prices.
And the four churches continue to
collaborate in harmony — a fact which
stuns some shoppers almost as much as the
bargains.
In thanks for your continued support,
New2U will have special sales from now
through the end of the year. Stop by for
deals on clothes, housewares, gifts, holiday
decorations and more.
The store is open from 10-3 Tuesday,
Thursday, and Saturday, and 12:30-4:30
Wednesday and Friday. (Winter hours are
12:30-3 Tuesday through Saturday, from
Jan. 3 to March 14.)

FELLOWSHIP HALL
AND KITCHEN
UNDER CONSTRUCTION
CONFIRMATION CLASS

The Trustees have decided to remodel and
update the fellowship hall and kitchen. The
renovation is set to begin in January and
hopefully be completed within the month.
During this time there will be NO ACCESS into
the kitchen or fellowship hall from any door.
They will all be sealed off.
The Presbyterian Church of Elmwood has been
kind enough to agree to let Meals on Wheels
and Manna Meal to use their kitchen facility.
This will also include any funeral meals that may
need prepared.
We need help from the congregation to pack
and move the things in the kitchen and
fellowship hall to various other rooms in the
church. This way the workers can begin the
renovation. The sooner they begin, the sooner
it will be complete.
If you can spare some time on Thursday,
December 29th and/or Friday, December 30th to
help pack things it will be GREATLY
appreciated! They plan to start at 6 pm each
night. Gerri Pettit will begin packing the kitchen
sometime after December 10th. If you can help
during the day with that, please contact Gerri at
309-251-7006.

There will be a Confirmation Class beginning
Sunday, January 8, 2023, concluding
Sunday, April 2, 2023. This class will be
offered for any child in 7th-12th grade. They
will meet every Sunday from 11:30- 1:00 pm
(this will include lunch) at the church.
Contact Pastor David at 309-221-4879 or
the church office 309-742-7221 if you want
your child to be confirmed.

News Year Eve
Celebration
The United Methodist Church of Brimfield
will have a News Year Eve fellowship at
their church on Saturday, December 31st
from 6:00-8:00 pm.
There will be games, snacks, and fun.
Come have a family friendly, safe, and
exciting time to help welcome 2023.

December 1-4, 2022

3700 W. Richwoods Blvd., Peoria, IL
www.communityfestivalofnativities.com

