
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UMW NEWS 

United Methodist Women will meet at 9:30 on 
February 14.  The coffee will be served by Nancy 
Wilson and Laurie Leadley.  The program “Prayers 
and Self-denial”  will be given by Beverly Keefer. 
 
We are in the process of organizing a new evening 
circle.  Alana Parm and Celene Duley have agreed 
to be co-chairs.  There is a sign-up sheet in the 
narthex.  I’m sure that if you have questions, you 
can contact either Alana or Celene.  
 
At present, we have a morning circle with Carolyn 
Stevens as president. The next meeting will be 
February 21 at 9:30am.  We invite any women to 
join us for Christian Fellowship at any or all of them. 
If there are still questions, I can be contacted at 309-
742-7421. 
 
We hope to see you! 
   

God Bless  
 

- Carol Kemper 
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“Jesus People” 

Ministries for 

Senior Adults 

Under Connie Dalton’s able leadership, 

Jesus People continues to reach out to 

senior with love and compassion in 

several ways. In January, worship 

services were led by volunteers at 

Courtyard Estates assisted Living in 

Farmington and Farmington Country 

Manor Rehabilitation Facility and Nursing 

home. In February, we plan to offer 

services at Elmwood Country Comfort.  

Individuals are making contact with 

families and seniors who desire 

assistance or visitation in their homes. 

We are sharing Jesus’ love with those in 

the latter days of their lives, as they look 

forward to eternity with God. 

If you want to join this ministry team, 

please speak with Connie Dalton or 

Pastor Brad. There is plenty of work to 

go around. 
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The months of December and January presented some interesting obstacles as we 
attempted to navigate the weather / scheduling issues that always arise this time of 
year!  All-in-all, it was a pretty amazing month with the youth!  We continue to grow in 
love and relationship with one another and God as we anxiously anticipate all of the 
great things God is doing in and through this ministry in the months to come!   

- Ray & Kelly 

Check out the pictures of our recent happenings! 
 
 

J-Walkers Night Out Skating 

 

 

The youth served the congregation through 

Coffee Bar In January 

 

Save The Date!!! 

 

Coming to Peoria Feb 12th @ 6pm, doors 

open at 5pm 

We look forward to attending this annual event 

and invite the congregation to join us!!  For 

more info, contact Ray or Kelly. 

 

 

 

 

COUPLES FELLOWSHIP 

Couples Fellowship will enjoy another evening 

out a Gill”s restaurant in Hanna City on Saturday, 

February 25th at 6 p.m.  Good food and fellowship 

to be had by all! RSVP Debbie Nelson Watkins 

so we won’t encounter what we did last year with 

not having enough tables and chairs set up for a 

group. What a great problem to have though!  

Also, mark your calendars now for March movie 

night at the Tracy’s home! Movie TBA 

Peace,  

Debbie Nelson Watkins 

 



 

  

“Seeking Hope in Bleak Circumstances” 

This week, what has been an economic engine and financial lifeblood of Central Illinois, announced it 

was leaving Peoria and moving its corporate headquarters to Chicago. The effects on our local 

economy are yet to be seen.  However, the fear is real. How could this major move affect the 

communities from which this congregation draws its participants and supporters? How will the 

families of our neighbors and friends be effected?  What does the future hold for small towns like 

Elmwood, Yates City, and Farmington and the urban hub of Peoria? All these questions and more are 

hanging out there in people’s minds, hearts, and spirits. 

I cannot answer them from an economic planner’s perspective, but, if I did, the future would look 

bleak! I can fall back to the foundation up on which I stand. That is the Holy Bible. What does the 

Bible say about times when hope seems to be a fading possibility? The prophets in the Hebrews text 

spoke to situations and hopeless outlooks for God’s people on many occasions, “I know the plans I 

have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.” 

(Jeremiah 29:11).  The Christian scriptures also add words of hope, “For whatever was written in 

former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement 

of the scriptures we might have hope” (Romans 15:4) and “Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, 

be constant in prayer.” (Romans 12:12)  

We will find our hope in a God who offers us the ability to seek endurance and to have patience. But, 

while we wait on the Lord, I believe God’s spirit will show us new and hopeful ways to be his people in 

the midst of changing times and uncertain futures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, February 25, 2017 
Serving:  4:30 to 7 p.m. 

Elmwood United Methodist Church 
 

Menu:  chicken and noodles, mashed potatoes 
and gravy, green beans, mac and cheese. 

rolls, butter and drinks. 
 

Adults:  $8.00  Children 4-10:  $4.00; 3 and 
Under:  Free 

 
Carryouts available.  Also will have a bake sale, 
silent auction and SAMS merchandise for sale. 

 
Please come join us for a great dinner and 
support our local non-profit animal shelter. 

 

Please join the family of 
 

Eugene & Veva Windish 
 

In celebration of 65 years of marriage 
 

Open House 
Saturday, February 11, 2017 

2pm to 4pm 
 

United Methodist Church Fellowship 
Hall 

 
Presence no presents requested by couple 

 

SAMS Noodles for Poodles 
Chicken Noodle Dinner 



 

    

 

NEW CHURCH MENTAL 

HEALTH MINISTRY TEAM 

Over the last several months our church 

leaders, and especially myself, have been 

invited into people’s lives at some of the most 

traumatic times. We have been asked to walk 

with families who are experiencing the stress 

and uncertainty which comes from persons 

suffering various mental health struggles.  

They asked us into their lives for various 

reasons:  they do not know where to turn for 

help, they are depressed and need to find 

some hope, they are sick and tired of being 

sick and tired, a loved one has attempted 

harm to themselves, they are embarrassed 

and want to find some peace in their lives.   

I believe God has a more hopeful way of life 

for these people and for the people they care 

about.  What would this new Mental Health 

Ministry be? My vision I shared with Laura 

Davis, the chair of this new ministry team, is 

God has called our congregation to be a 

healing balm for individuals and families 

experiencing that the pain and anguish 

caused by untreated mental illness.  The team 

will collect and share information of support 

and treatment possibilities in the three 

counties our congregation seeks to impact in 

the name of Jesus.  I asked Laura Davis to 

coordinate a group which would sponsor 

events and or groups in our area, that will 

seek to be a shining light of hope on 

historically and culturally dark areas of 

families lives caused by mental illness going 

untreated and unsupported. 

 I’m excited that persons have responded to 

my invitation to this need. Please be on the 

lookout for future events and sharing of 

information for this vital caring ministry! If 

desire to support this ministry in anyway, 

please contact Pastor Brad or Laura Davis. 

 

 

 
 

You are invited to join a Lent study beginning in 
March! 
 
We will be doing “Restored:  Finding Redemption 
In Our Mess” by Tom Berlin.  
 
Often we make a mess of our lives and wonder if 

there is any redemption. In this study, pastor and 

author Tom Berlin helps us see our mess through 

the eyes of Christ to find redemption and 

restoration. Using Scripture, devotional tools, and 

the writings of Ignatius of Loyola, John of the 

Cross, and others, Berlin encourages reflection 

and meditation through our own brokenness. Only 

then can we focus on the cross as the place 

where we truly surrender control, leave our mess, 

and find redemption. 

There are three studies available for you to join. 

One is sure to fit into your busy schedule! 

Beginning March 7 – Tuesdays at 6:30pm 

Beginning March 8 – Wednesdays at 10:00am 

Beginning March 9 – Thursdays at 6:30pm 

We hope to see you! 

 
 

 

 



                                                                        

 

 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS AND 

ANNIVERSARIES 

FEBRUARY 
 
3 Lois Hill 
6 Sherry Powers   
6 Jim & Mary Dawson 
 Anniversary 
7 Samantha Seipel 
8 Audrey Rushing 
9 Tom Tracy 
10 Brad Crisco 
11 Doug Whitney 
12 Marge Camp   
12 Colt Holloway 
12 Nancy Moody 
12 Brad Watkins  
13 Jeannie Blane   
13 Diana Ladd   
14 Meade Montgomery   
16 Pat Keefer 
16 Eugene & Veva Windish 
 Anniversary 
17 Nicole Johnston 
19 Bob Rushing 
20 Lori Johnson 
20 Joe Webel 
21 Darren McMillan 
22 Jason Centers  
22 Helen Laurson   
22 Debbie Nelson-Watkins  
23 Susan Sartin 
23 Katie Parm 
24 Samantha Centers  
24 Kent & Georgia Stevens 
 Anniversary 
25 Eli Asplund 
26 Brett Clark 
28 Kaitlynn Vallas 
 

SERVING ON GOD’S TEAM 

9 A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE 

February 5, 2017 
Greeters: Brett/Amanda Morse                  
Ushers: Rusty Koll/Lavonne Rushing 
Liturgist:  Chris Ewalt 
Acolytes:  Sophia Harper/Aleah Davis 
Nursery: Candy Hall/Emily Schauble 
Coffee Bar:  Webster Family  
S. S. Aides: Julie Asplund/Angie Ladd/ 
        Kelli Miller 
 
February 12, 2017 
Greeters: Katie Schauble/Andrew Hall 
Ushers: Kent/Georgia Stevens 
Liturgist: Denise Hayes 
Acolytes: Audrina Begner/Emily Anderson 
Nursery:  Lexi Claerhout/Katie Schauble 
Coffee Bar:  Keefer/Miars/Sprout  
S. S. Aides: Jill Crisco/Sheri Kosowski/ 
        Laurie Leadley 
 
February 19, 2017 
Greeters: Chuck/Connie Johnston                 
Ushers: Janet Vallas/Denise Hayes 
Liturgist:  Cathy Ekstrand 
Acolytes: Bobby/Elijah Davis 
Nursery: Laurie Leadley/Mary Drone 
Coffee Bar: Keefer/Sprout/Ken Miars  
S. S. Aides:  Candy Hall/Alicia Provence/ 
         Doreen Smith 
 
February 26, 2017 
Greeters: Doug/Traci Whitney 
Ushers: Joe Webel/Bob Paige 
Liturgist: Debbie Nelson-Watkins 
Acolytes: Rachel/Lydia Link 
Nursery: Cathy Ekstrand/Michala Schauble 
Coffee Bar:  Keefer/Sprout 
S. S. Aides:  Sheri Kosowski/Jill Crisco/ 
         Mary Drone 
 
 

SERVING ON GOD’S TEAM 

10:30 A.M. Worship Service 

February 5, 2017 
Greeters: Joanne Endres/Peggy Harding 
Ushers: Chris Stevens/Sherry Powers 
Liturgist: Connie Dalton 
Acolytes:  Sophia Harper/Aleah Davis 
Nursery: Laurie Leadley/Katie Parm 
Counters: Diana Ladd/Ruth Arnold 
 
February 12, 2017 
Greeters: Winifred Horney/Nancy Davis 
Ushers:  Lavonne Rushing/Mary Howard 
Liturgist: Laura Davis 
Acolytes: Audrina Begner/Emily Anderson 
Nursery: Angie Ladd/Alix Steele 
Counters: Alana Parm/Celene Duley 
 
February 19, 2017 
Greeters: Sherry Powers/Diane Malott 
Ushers: Mary Howard/Mary Nell Simpson 
Liturgist: Nancy Davis 
Acolytes: Bobby/Elijah Davis 
Nursery: Shelli/Nicole Shoop 
Counters: Kane’s 
 

February 26, 2017 
Greeters: Bobbi Staples/Mary Howard 
Ushers: Chuck/Connie Johnston 
Liturgist: Chris Stevens 
Acolytes: Rachel/Lydia Link 
Nursery:  Gene Gibson/Angie Ladd 
Counters: Diana Ladd/Ruth Arnold 
 

 
 

 


