
    

UMW NEWS 

Its time for the February newsletter and I’m 
wondering what happened to January!  
 
UMW meets Tuesday, February 11 at 9:30am.  
Dixie Marsh will give the program, “Prayer and 
Self-denial”.   Coffee will be served by Celene 
Duley.   
 
I have been sent the dates and times for two 
spring meetings. On Monday March 16 “Mind 
Mission” will be held at East Peoria First and 
Monday, April 20 the Spring Gathering will be 
held at Pekin Grace.  Please put these on your 
calendar.   
 
Morning Circle will meet on Tuesday, February 
18 at 9:30am at the home of Carolyn Stevens. 
 
Evening Circle will meet on Monday, February 
17 at 7pm at the church. 

Blessings, 
Carol  

 

 
Leadership in Spoon River 
 

Christ Church UMC of East Moline 
February 15th 

9 to 11:30 AM (Coffee, snacks, at 8:30) 
 
Come and prepare for the next year in the  
Spoon River District. Bring your stories to  
share and let us unite to make this a special 
year for our district. 
 
We will start with worship, followed by 
discussion sessions that will include details of 
administration to sharing ideas for outreach, 
local mission and community involvement.  
 
Everyone welcome! 
 

 
 
 

The Beacon 
 

December 2019 

 

 

 

The Beacon 
February 2020 

      

Ash Wednesday Service  

Wednesday, February 26th @ 6:30pm 

Each year, Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent. 
Often called the Day of Ashes, Ash Wednesday starts 
Lent by focusing the Christian’s heart on repentance and 
prayer, usually through personal and communal 
confession. All are welcome to attend and receive ashes 
(if you want). 

 



                                                   

                 
 

Greetings friends and family in the name of Jesus Christ.  
 
Here we are in February already. God has been so good. God continues to be good in our lives and in 
our world. A tragic loss of Kobe Bryant and his daughter and the other seven passengers on a helicopter 
tug at our heart. The threat of a deadly virus spreading throughout our world and nation puts fear in our 
heart also. Yet, through it all we find the hope of Jesus Christ in the midst of tragedy and uncertainty.  
 
During the season of Epiphany we had many opportunities to bring our gifts to bless others. Our 
Epiphany tree was such a success and I wish to thank everyone for their participation in making it such a 
success. We collected numerous food items and personal care items to be distributed to those who visit 
OUR Food Pantry here at the Elmwood United Methodist Church. The tree is now transforming. As we 
approach Valentine's Day,  the focus is on love. Although valentines has turned into more of an erotic 
love focus, God's heart does not change. His love for us is unconditional. The word “agape” is a strange 
word for many. In the Greek language the word love is translated in many different ways depending 
upon its application. Agape, is the word for unconditional or endless love. It's the same love that God 
has for us (John 3:16), it is unconditional, and God's love is endless. Jesus Christ tells us in John 13:34 
“So I give you now a new commandment: Love each other just as much as I have loved you. This new 
command is nothing new for God but it is something new for us. As followers of Jesus Christ, we are 
called to obey his commands. So we are to show agape love to all. 
 
To help us to show “agape love” to others, the Epiphany tree will be transformed into the “Agape tree.” 
As before with the Epiphany tree, there were stars with labels that offered ways that we could bring our 
gifts to help others. On the agape tree, there will be hearts with labels that give us ideas to help share 
love to others. There will be a variety of ideas each week and only for a couple of weeks, we will have 
the agape tree. As we approach Lent, the season of reflection and preparation for Easter, we will find 
crosses with labels. They will give us opportunity for personal reflection, service, prayer and other ideas 
that will help us through the season of Lent to Easter. I hope you are enjoying this opportunity to do 
something new and different.  
 
The season of Lent will give us opportunity to reflect on the last 24 hours of Jesus life. No single event in 
human history has received more attention than the suffering and crucifixion of Jesus of Nazareth. In this 
Lenten journey, the sermons will look at Jesus’ last 24 hours on earth as each week guides us through 
the last hours of Jesus' life. Each message is designed to help us experience and understand the 
significance of Jesus' suffering and death in a way you may have never done before.  
 
A corresponding Bible study will be offered on the Wednesdays of Lent (March 4th- April 8th) 6:30-
7:30pm. Whether you are long-time Christians or simply curious about the story of Christ's crucifixion, 
YOU are invited to join in retracing the last 24 hours of Jesus' life.  
 
May God’s rich blessing move us forward as we celebrate God’s work in our lives.  
 

Peace in Christ 
PD  
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24hours that Changed the World 

Sunday, March 1st through 
April 12th 

 
Lent Bible Study Starts Wednesday, 

March 4th through April 8th @ 
6:30pm. 

 
During Lent we as a church will be working 

through the events that happened in the last 24 

hours of Jesus ’life. The goal of my sermons is 

to help us imagine the events as if we were 

there; and also to learn something of their 

meaning – their significance in the fact that 

these were 24 hours that ‘changed the world.’ 

In the last 24 hours of Jesus life; he had supper 

with his disciples, went to the garden of 

Gethsemane to pray, was arrested; tried before 

the high priest; tried before Pilate and Herod, 

tortured by Roman soldiers – and finally 

crucified; and buried in a stranger’s tomb. 

Each week the clock will point us to the hour of 

where we are in the story. There is a 

corresponding Bible study planned on 

Wednesdays at 6:30 PM during Lent (March, 

4th - April, 8th) they will be directly connected to 

the sermon from that previous Sunday. We will 

have opportunities to explore and go deeper 

into the story as the clock slowly ticks away.  

.  
 

Sunday School News 
This past Sunday our third and fourth graders 
wore badges proclaiming themselves a Child of 
God. The fifth and sixth graders were filming 
news videos about Jesus’ miraculous works. The 
first and second graders sat by a “pool” of 
beautiful water. Preschoolers sang and colored; 
junior and senior high students grappled with 
choices they’re asked to make each day.  
 
Would your kids benefit from these 
activities?  You bet!   
 
Sunday School meets every Sunday at 9:00. 
Bring your kids so you can all learn of the 
wonderful plan God has for you.  
 

Student of the Month 

 

    Austin Glenn 

 
Austin is a third grader at 
Elmwood Elementary who 
likes music, sports, and 
activities of all kinds. His 
teacher compliments his 
dedication and his 
sincerity. 
 
Congratulations, Austin! 
 

 

Saturday Evening Service  

February 1  *  5pm 

Simple – Meaningful – Fun 

Followed by Pairs & Spare at 6pm 



 

Grades 7-12 
 

We had a great meeting in January at church.  We had our business meeting, PD delivered 
a great devotion, and then we played a game that failed.  (We know that we learn from 
failure.)  So, we played another game that went very well. 
 
Youth Group is heading to an Escape Room in February.  We will leave church around 
12:30 on Sunday, February 9.  RSVP to Lori at 309-231-1580 by February 3. 
 
          

 

 

Thank you to all who supported our Sandwich Shoppe fundraiser.  We made just over 
$100.  We are thrilled to exceed our expenses after weather cancelled church on our 
fundraiser day.  Please join us as we host coffee bar on February 16.  Our team members 
will be available for answering questions and visiting about last year's trip and our 2020 trip. 
 
Our next meeting is on February 16, from 4-5 PM. 
 

         

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                              

   

 

 

 

SERVING ON GOD’S TEAM 

10:30 A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE 

 
February 5, 2020 
GREETERS:   Nancy Wilson/Winifred Horney 
USHERS:   Charlotte Haley/Mary Nell Simpson 
LITURGIST:  Mary Howard 
ACOLYTES:   Ashlyn Brewer/Ashlynn McFarland 
PIANIST:    Charlotte Booth 
NURSERY:   Laurie Leadley 
COUNTERS:   Alana Parm/Celene Duley 
 
February 12, 2020 
GREETERS:   Dan/Pat Keefer 
USHERS:   Tom Morse/Chris Stevens 
LITURGIST:   Celene Duley 
ACOLYTES:   Lee/Lucas Kosowski  
PIANIST:    Gloria Clark 
NURSERY:   Angie Ladd 
COUNTERS:   Ruth Arnold/Diana Ladd 
 
February 19, 2020 
GREETERS:   Chris Stevens/Laurie Leadley 
USHERS:   Charlotte Haley/Karla Kane 
LITURGIST:   Dixie Marsh 
ACOLYTES:   Baron/Cassidy Case 
PIANIST:   Kris Petermeyer 
NURSERY:   Celene Duley 
COUNTERS:  Alana Parm/Celene Duley 
 
February 26, 2020 
GREETERS:   Meade/Betty Montgomery 
USHERS:   Chuck/Connie Johnston 
LITURGIST:   Chris Stevens 
ACOLYTES:   Katy German/Addi Powers 
PIANIST:   Charlotte Booth 
NURSERY:   Alana 
COUNTERS:   Kanes 
 
 

SERVING ON GOD’S TEAM 

9 A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE 

 
February 2, 2020 
GREETERS:  Janet Vallas/Gail Sprout 
USHERS:   Denise Hayes/Lois Hill 
LITURGIST: Jason Hahn 
ACOLYTES:   Ashlyn Brewer/Ashlynn McFarland   
NURSERY:   Janelle McFarland/Megan Perryman 
COFFEE BAR:  
 
February 9, 2020 
GREETERS:  Mike/Leann Sweeney 
USHERS:   Curtis Smith/Bob Paige 
LITURGIST:  Dean Cantu 
ACOLYTES:   Lee/Lucas Kosowski 
NURSERY:  Jill Crisco/Melody Glenn 
COFFEE BAR:   
 
February 16, 2020 
GREETERS:  Doug/Traci Whitney 
USHERS:   Gerri Pettit/Leann Sweeney 
LITURGIST:  Curtis Smith 
ACOLYTES:  Baron/Cassidy Case 
NURSERY:  Laurie Leadley/Emily Roberts 
COFFEE BAR:   
 
February 23, 2020 
GREETERS:   Lois Hill/Janet Vallas 
USHERS:   Brad Crisco/Mike Sweeney 
LITURGIST:  Cathy Ekstrand 
ACOLYTES:  Katy German/Addi Powers  
NURSERY:  April/McKayla Vicary 
COFFEE BAR:   
 

 

February Birthdays and Anniversaries 

3 Lois Hill 
6 Sherry Powers   
6 Jim & Mary Dawson Anniversary 
7 Samantha Seipel 
8 Audrey Rushing 
9 Tom Tracy 
10 Brad Crisco 
11 Doug Whitney 
13 Diana Ladd   
 

14 Meade Montgomery   
16 Pat Keefer 
20 Lori Johnson 
20 Joe Webel 
21 Darren McMillan 
22 Helen Laurson    
23 Susan Sartin 
23 Katie Parm 
24 Kent & Georgia Stevens Anniversary 
 


