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Our next meeting will be held February 8th at 9:30 am in the Fellowship Hall. I, Carol
Kemper, will serve the coffee and the program will be given by Mary Nell Simpson.
Thank you to everyone who worked or contributed food for the 2 funeral dinners we
served in January.
February is usually a very quiet month for us so come and enjoy Mary Nell’s program.
Carol Kemper
Philippians 4:13 – “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”
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Pastor’s Page
Greetings friends in the name of Jesus Christ.
As we are finally settling down from Christmas. My mind as a pastor is turning towards Lent. Lent is the 40 days
leading up to Easter. It's a time of personal reflection, self-examination, and commitment. It has been a long-standing
tradition of our faith and denomination. The last couple of years have made it a challenge especially 2020 when we
were just beginning the Lenten season and shut down two weeks into it.
Through prayer and reflection on where we should go this year for Lent, I have decided on a theme and study to
guide us along the way to the cross. Although our journey varies from year to year, ultimately, we always arrive at
the cross. This year I am inviting us on this journey with one of my favorite authors: Amy-Jill Levine. Using the book
Witness at the Cross. We are invited to experience Good Friday from the perspective of those who watched Jesus
die: Simon of Cyrene; Mary his mother; the Beloved Disciple from the Gospel of John; Mary Magdalene and the
other women from Galilee; the two men, usually identified as thieves, crucified with Jesus; the centurion and the
soldiers; Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus. Jews and Romans, friends, and strangers, the powerful and the
powerless, the hopeful and the despairing. The story of Jesus’ death is not something we just read: we think about
it, and we experience it; we hear the taunts of the soldiers, the priests, and the passersby even as we hear the
famous “seven last words” from the cross. We will also experience how the people at the cross each have distinct
roles to play. Each writer of the gospels presents a distinct picture of the death of Jesus. Each portrays different
individuals and groups of people at the cross, each offers different images and dialogues, and so from each, we
learn how those meanings and messages cross the centuries to any who would come to the cross today. Each
Gospel has its own story to tell, all the witnesses have their own memories, and every reader comes away with a
new insight. The witnesses at the Crucifixion watch Jesus die, and we watch with them, and we watch them. And
we come away transformed.
This Lent journey will begin on Saturday March 5th, at 4pm with an informal Bible study as a part of that service.
Everyone is invited. If you are interested in being a part of that Bible study that will be led by Connie Dalton, you will
need to sign up for the Bible study. Please contact the church office if you are interested and there will be a signup sheet available at the church also for those that are interested. Witness at the Cross books will be available they are $10 each. The worship service on Saturday will have a new time 4 PM, this is only during March and April.
Regular 5 PM time for Saturday service will resume the second week of May. This Witness at the Cross is a sixweek study. It will begin on March 5th, and end April 9th, If you choose not to be a part of the Bible study the sermon
will also be presented starting on Sunday, March 6th, through April 3rd, at 9 AM and 10:30 AM. Please note:
Sunday April 10th, is Palm Sunday. The 9 am service will also be Confirmation Sunday as we confirm our
confirmands going through the confirmation class.
Ash Wednesday is March 2nd, 2022. Everyone is invited and holy communion will be served. We are excited about
presenting this series this year for Lent as we journey together with those who are witnesses. Please consider being
a part of this. Right now, the plans for Maundy Thursday are still in the works and Good Friday as well. We will have
more information about the times of those services. I invite you to be in prayer about how God will speak to you
during Lent. I also invite you to please keep me in your prayers as I prepare and as Connie prepares as well.
As we journey through February. May February 14th, the day we celebrate love, help us to look forward to when we
celebrate the greatest love on that Friday when Jesus gave his life for us. But even more so the resurrection three
days later. Be safe, be at peace, be a faithful witness of God's love and mercy in your life; Every day!
PD John 14:27

LENT BIBLE
STUDY

This Lent journey will begin on Saturday March 5th, at
4 pm with an informal Bible study as a part of that
service. Connie Dalton will lead this six-week Bible
study. Books are $10 and you need to sign-up. We
will need to know how many books to order. There
will be signup sheets available in the lobby of the
Church, or you may call the Church office at
309-742-7221.
The Saturday worship will have a new time 4 pm from
March 5th through April 9th. Regular Saturday 5 pm
worship services will resume the second week of May.

When there is inclement weather Church
services may be canceled as a precaution to
keep our congregation safe. The Church will
use several forms of communication to reach
parishioners.
Any closures will be posted on the Facebook
pages of the United Methodist Church, A
Better Elmwood, Yates City Banter, What’s
Going On In Farmington,IL and on Pastor
David Pyell’s personal page.
Local news media will be notified and it will be
listed on their websites as well as scrolled
across their programming screens.
We also use a program called “Text-em-all”.
We must have your current phone number on
file in the office. A pre-recorded message is
made (usually by the Pastor) and scheduled
for a certain time. The program will call all the
contacts that have been selected for the
information going out with the message. If
you don’t answer, and you have an answering
machine or a voicemail set up on your cell
phone, the message will be left.
If you have changed your phone number
(either cell or landline) or deactivated your
landline in the last 5 years, please notify the
Church.
There was a “Text-em-all” on January 2nd
canceling Sunday services. If you didn’t
receive it, please notify the Church. This way
we can check your contact information and
make sure we have the correct number.

FRITO PIE
(Heat Oven 350 Degrees)
3 Cups of Fritos
¾ Cup of Chopped Onion
1 ½ Cup of grated cheese, divided
(1/2 cup saved for top)
2 ½ Cups of Chili (canned or homemade)
Spread 2 cups of Fritos in a baking dish. Sprinkle
½ onion, ½ cheese, ½ chili. Repeat layers. Top
with ½ cup of cheese.
Bake at 350 degrees for 15-20 minutes.

**If anyone has a recipe they would like to share,
please email the office at:
umchurch@elmwoodumc.com

Let’s get fit so we can serve!
Monday – Wednesday – Friday
8am – 9am
Elmwood UMC Fellowship Hall
JOIN US! We have “changed up” our exercise
routines. In addition to some of the original routines,
we are following several different exercise videos.
This provides extra cardio and strength moves.
Come “sweat” with us!
Please enter through the west door as we did last
year. Due to the Covid cases rising, please wear
your mask into the building. You may remove it
once you reach your exercise spot. We will continue
to social distance.
No experience necessary!
I will show you
modifications for exercises to address all levels.
Questions? Please call or text Rene Schulz at 309696-6174 or email at tbearschulz@gmail.com or
Janet Vallas at 309-712-3935 or email at
kvallas@mchsi.com.
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THE AFTERGLOW
The greetings and carols have ended,
The glad celebrations have ceased.
The angels ascended to heaven,
and the Wise Men returned to the East.
But the light that once shone on a
manger
Still brightens the world from afar.
And listening hearts still hear angels,
And wise men still follow a star.
Ellis Rowsey

January is generally a cold and uneventful month following the joy and buzz of Christmas. It’s a perfect
opportunity to teach the life lessons as Jesus taught us. Our core group of students have continued
learning kindness and truthfulness – how to be trusting, obedient “sheep” with Jesus as their Shepherd.
Parents-watch for subtle changes in you child’s actions to see how they are applying lessons learned
in Sunday School to their everyday life. Enjoy the gifts of Christ as you see them reflected in your kids.

Sue Gallegos

Church Basement Ladies is a musical comedy, book by Jim Stowell and Jessica Zuehlke, music, and
lyrics by Drew Jansen. The story is about the ladies that work in the church basement cooking meals
for church functions and is inspired by the humorous book Growing Up Lutheran, by Janet Letnes
Martin and Suzann Nelson. Published in 1997, Growing Up Lutheran is a “scrapbook of memories”
of what it was like to grow up Lutheran in the Midwest in the 1950s. In addition to their bestseller,
Martin and Nelson, aka “Those Lutheran Ladies,” have written numerous other works, including
Growing Up Rural, published in 2017. Their lives and writings have inspired seven additional Church
Basement Ladies musicals.
Theater Doors Open: 1:30pm
Showtime: 2:00pm
Theater Doors Open: 6:30pm
Showtime: 7:00pm
Current Covid mandates will apply.
Purchase Tickets for both Showtimes Below:
https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/church-basement-ladies-59449
For questions, contact Travis Olson at traviso@fivepointswashington.org or 309-444-8600

