
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UMW NEWS 

Our next meeting is Tuesday, January 10 at 9:30am.  
Program will be given by Winifred Horney and the 
coffee will be served by Marge Haahn  All ladies are 
welcome. Please join us!! 

God Bless  
 

- Carol Kemper 
 

 

COUPLE FELLOWSHIP 

We had a great time at our December 

fellowship Christmas gathering and want to 

thank Sandy and Dean Cantu for their 

awesome hospitality! We enjoyed welcoming 

Russ and Marge Clark and Leanne and Mike 

Sweeny to the group. We will take January off, 

but please mark your calendars for 6:00pm 

February 25 at Gill Supper club in Hanna City. 

We hope to see you there! 

Peace – 
Debbie Nelson-Watkins 

The Beacon 
 

January 2017 

  

 

Wanted: 
Individuals to help us un-decorate the church on 

Saturday, January 7 at 9:00am.  We need muscles to 

take the boxes and totes back to the garage and well 

as people to put away items so we know where to find 

them next year!   

Please help pitch in to make this a quick and easy job!! 

 

Pleasant Hill Coat Drive 

 
 
We once again will be collecting coats, 
gloves and hats for the children of Pleasant 
Hill School.  There is a box in the lobby of 
the church.  Donations will be delivered to 
the school January 16. 



Church children’s christmas program 

 

 

        

As 2016 has drawn to a close, what a blessing it has been being a part of our children and youth ministries right 

here at the United Methodist Church of Elmwood.  There has been room for digging deeper in Christ, growing in 

our love and appreciation for one another, as well as plenty of room for all kinds of fun to take place.  We are 

truly a blessed church with an amazing group of children and youth, whose numbers continue to grow as we 

continue to impact and shape lives for Jesus Christ. 

It is our prayer that in 2017 God will continue to use this ministry to be a blessing to others, and a place where 

our children and youth can continue to grow in a loving relationship with God and their neighbors. 

-  Ray and Kelly 

          

 
      
         

       Upcoming Events in January 

 

 J-Walkers Senior High Kick-Start 2017 at Kelly's House 

January 8th 4 pm - 6 pm 

 

 God Squad Junior High/Middle School  Kick-Start 2017. at 

the church January 15th 4pm - 6pm 

   

 Youth Life  January 22nd at the Farmington YMCA 4pm - 

6pm 

 

 

On December 11, we were blessed by music, dance and 

energizing spirits of children and youth leading us in the 

true spirit of advent. Mary Nell Simpson was wonderful in 

her leadership and organization of the dance and 

interpretive manger scene of Christ birth. Others joined with 

piano solos and God truly moved among us that morning. 

We finished to morning off with a sandwich lunch, which 

was very well attended. Pictures are included to help you 

experience a little of what we did! 

 

 



 

As I begin my fourth new year with this wonderful congregation, I am reminded of a Bible passage, 2 

Corinthians 9:13 – 15 (NIV):  “Because of the service by which you have proved yourself, others will praise 

God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in 

sharing with them and everyone else. And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of the 

surpassing grace God has given you. Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!” 

Thank you for the great reception that Debbie and I have received over the years. It may come as a surprise to 

some of you but all congregations within the United Methodist Church are not as welcoming and supportive as 

you are. Also, you have restored my faith that congregations can be open to cross racial appointments, when 

churches receive pastors that are from a different ethnic or racial background than their own. I know in 2017 

those things should not matter, but unfortunately they still do. This is the world that God calls us to be light and 

salt in and this congregation is. 

Thank you for the impactful and far-reaching ministries you as people of God have participated in and your 

continued support of these ministries, from Liberia to East St. Louis, as you share your treasure, your gifts, 

your time and your talents. I do not take them or you for granted. Your generosity has touched the lives of 

people in Elmwood, Yates City, Farmington and other places too numerous and far-reaching to name them all. 

You have helped families to feel the presence of God in real and tangible ways. It is not just talk with you; it is 

action, yes Faith in Action. I cannot say how much this means to me as a pastor to lead a congregation that 

takes these things seriously.  It has uplifted my spirits to be a part of a congregation that wants to help people 

whether they are poor in spirit, poor in economics or poor in spiritual matters. 

Thank you for giving me and other pastors (because I love to share pictures and stories of what you are doing 

with them!) hope that there are congregations that focus on their missions and welcome all of God’s children. 

Again, you might be surprised that there are so many congregations that spend much of their time arguing 

amongst them. This congregation through its welcoming of young people, through its support of older people, 

through its love of all people continues to show that God is real. The diversity that God calls us to represent in 

this location is unique, but meaningful. We have persons with great financial means worshiping and serving 

together with persons of little means. That is a rarity among Christian congregations in this age. I can only 

rejoice that we have grown into and are continuing to be in the process of growth of reaching people in the 

name of Jesus.  One would think that is a given for a church, but I testify that it is not the case in many church 

buildings across this land. You would be surprised, or maybe not, at how many of my fellow clergy are jealous 

of the great ministries that we have here. They rejoice with me at the vitality of our worship experiences from 

Camp Big Sky confirmations and baptisms to Children’s Christmas and Easter program worship experiences. 

We are so blessed with youth and children that run rambunctious through our hallways. The babies and 

toddlers that cry and crawl in our church nursery on a regular basis, at least four to five days a week! The 

diversity of ages and family makeups present in our worship service, which experienced a 250 person increase 

in our total worship attendance in 2016. I am truly blessed to be at such a congregation. 

I pray that we will continue to live into Philippians 3:14, which states:  “I press on toward the goal to win the 

prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.” 

So, I say to you - members, friends, church family - let us press on toward that heavenward goal in Christ 

Jesus, but until we reach that goal let us work with all diligence and all the energy that God has given us to 

invite others, to welcome others and to love others in Jesus name.   



 

    

 

New senior Ministry 
“Jesus People” 

We're blessed to have the Jesus People 

Senior Ministry program kicking off. Connie 

Dalton is our leader, but we rejoice that 

others have the stepped up to the plate to be 

there to lead worship services in facilities in 

Elmwood and Farmington that will enhance of 

the relationships that these persons have with 

God and other human beings. We rejoice that 

other have volunteered to visit with seniors in 

their homes, nursing homes and hospitals 

with my support and guidance. It’s a joy to 

lead a congregation that takes seriously our 

opportunity to touch seniors in the name of 

Jesus.  We’re still looking for people to join us 

as we go to the homes or connect with 

seniors and support the families of seniors in 

our communities and our church family. If you 

are such a person, please contact Connie 

Dalton or the church office. 

 

New Mission Ministry Team 

As this ministry is new to our congregation, we just 

wanted to share with everyone what it will do and 

what are the hoped for outcomes. Gary Bryant will 

be the chairperson / coordinator for the Mission 

Ministry Team. Gary is new to the leadership of 

our congregation, but not new to leadership in his 

life. Gary brings a basket full of experience of 

organizing and bringing different activities together 

(logistics) from his professional and his military 

experience. We’re excited to have Gary at the 

helm coordinating these Ministries. As many of 

you know Missions and Outreach Ministries are 

the heart of this congregation and therefore the 

Missions Ministry Team will be the tip of the spear 

you might say helping us pierce the veil of 

darkness and bringing hope to the communities 

near and far that God allows us to encounter. 

The ministry team shall be responsible for, but not 

limited to the following, as God’s mission and 

vision may expand through the individuals who 

bring different angles or perspectives with them.  

The Missions Ministry Team will coordinate the 

planning and implementation of a comprehensive 

involvement of the congregation in missions. It will 

link with organizations, people, and resources in 

and beyond the congregation that are concerned 

with mission. 

Our mission team will consist of the following:  

Gary Bryant - team leader and coordinator,  Karla 

Kane  - Camp Big Sky and Operation Christmas 

Child shoebox Ministry, Georgia Stevens - Food 

Pantries Missions, Debbie Nelson Watkins - Trunk 

or Treat Outreach, Jennie Case and Raymond 

Gilmer - church mission trip experience; Janet 

Mottaz and Stephanie Webster - Faith and Action 

Mission, Tom Hayes -Back to School celebration.  

If you have a Ministry that God is calling you to 

lead, as a mission of our congregation please 

contact Pastor Brad to see where you fit in.  

This group will have its first organizational, 

calendaring and planning event on Monday 

January 6 at 6 p.m. 

 

Upcoming Sermon Series 
 

January 8 
Sermon Title:  Resetting Our Rhythm of life 
Scripture:  Isaiah 40:30-31 (NIV)  
       Ephesians 4:22-24 (CEV) 
 
January 15 
Sermon Title:  Seeking God 
Scripture:  Exodus 3:1-15 (NIV) 
 
January 22 
Sermon Title:  Christ, Savior; Lord 
Scripture:  Matthew 1:18-23 (CEV) 
 
January 29 
Sermon Title:  The Voices that Influence & 
    Shape Us  
Scripture:  Genesis 1:1-2 (NIV) 
        Acts 2:1-4 (Message) 
 

 



                                                                        

 

 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS AND 

ANNIVERSARIES 

1 Donna Brewer 
2 Traci Whitney 
3 Lee Kosowski 
3 Al & Evelyn Dorich 
 Anniversary 
4 Lori Johnson 
4 Janet Vallas 
5 Jeanette Morse 
5 Jacob Ekstrand 
8 Jon Gallagher 
9 Brett Morse 
11 Gail Sprout 
12 Becky Caulkins 
12 Melody Glenn 
13 Aaron Miller 
13 Stephanie Webster 
13 Doug & Traci Whitney 
 Anniversary 
14 Wilma McBeth  
14 Rita Callister 
14 Gaye Fleisher 
14 Peggy Harding 
16 Charlotte Booth 
16 Larry Bowhay  
18 Lyla Morse 
18 Tammy Herman  
19 Clara Asplund 
19 Ted Mottaz 
19 Kent Stevens 
22 Mark Kemper   
26 Josie Gibbs 
27 Cheryl Whitehurst   
28 Matthew Glenn 
28 John & Gerri Pettit 
 Anniversary 
29 Amanda Howard 
 

SERVING ON GOD’S TEAM 

9 A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE 

January 8, 2017 
Greeters: Kent/Georgia Stevens                 
Ushers: Janet Vallas/Sherry Powers 
Liturgist: Rusty Koll 
Nursery: Jill Crisco/Emily Roberts 
Coffee Bar:  Malott, Drone, Sprout  
S. S. Aides: Doreen Smith/Candy 
Hall/Angie Ladd 
 
January 15, 2017 
Greeters: Roland/Cathy Ekstrand 
Ushers: Denise Hayes/Sara Kane 
Liturgist: Joe Webel 
Nursery: Lisa Doubet/Michala Schauble 
Coffee Bar:  Need Volunteer  
S. S. Aides: Kelli Hoffman/Julie 
Asplund/Laurie Leadley 
 
January 22, 2017 
Greeters: Chad/Dara Wagner                 
Ushers: Kurt Webster/Doug Whitney 
Liturgist: Denise Hayes 
Nursery: Gene Gibson/Laurie Leadley 
Coffee Bar:  Need Volunteer  
S. S. Aides:  Sheri Kosowski/Jill 
Crisco/Mary Drone 
 
January 29, 2017 
Greeters: Gene/Peggy Gibson 
Ushers: Mike/Leann Sweeney. 
Liturgist: Chris Ewalt 
Nursery: Janelle McFarland/Katie Parm 
Coffee Bar:  Need Volunteer 
S. S. Aides:  Alicia Provence/Candy 
Hall/Doreen Smith 
 
 

SERVING ON GOD’S TEAM 

10:30 A.M. Worship Service 

January 8, 2017 
Greeters: Charlotte Booth/Veva Windish 
Ushers: Eric/Laura Davis 
Liturgist: Ray Gilmer 
Acolytes: Audrina Begner/Ian Smith 
Nursery: Angie Ladd/Alix Steele 
Counters: Diana Ladd/Ruth Arnold 
 
January 15, 2017 
Greeters: Nancy Wilson/Diane Malott 
Ushers:  Charlotte Haley/Mary Nell Simpson 
Liturgist: Janet Mottaz 
Acolytes: Anna/Josie Webel 
Nursery: Emily Schauble/Laurie Leadley 
Counters: Alana Parm/Celene Duley 
 
January 22, 2017 
Greeters: Dan/Pat Keefer 
Ushers: Chuck/Connie Johnston 
Liturgist: Chris Stevens 
Acolytes: Anna/Josie Webel 
Nursery: Gene/Laurie Leadley 
Counters: Kane’s 
 

January 29, 2017 
Greeters: Mark/Carol Kemper 
Ushers: Bob Paige/Tom Morse 
Liturgist: Mary Howard 
Acolytes: Cassidy/Baron Case 
Nursery:  Nancy Davis/Katie Schauble 
Counters: Alana Parm/Celene Duley 
 

 
 

 


