
    

 

UMW NEWS 

Greetings to a New Year with hope and 
expectations for a busy fulfilling year. 
 
UMW meets January 14 at 9:30am.  The 
program will be given by Winifred Horney with 
our annual pledge service.  Come learn about 
mission giving.  Coffee will be served by Marge 
Haahn. 
 
Evening Circle meets on January 20 at 7:00pm.  
 
Morning Circle meets January 21 at 9:30am at 
the home of Carolyn Stevens 
 

New Year Blessings, 
Carol & Rene’  

 

 

 
 
 

The Beacon 
 

December 2019 

The Beacon 
January 2020 

 

Join is for taking down the greens on 

Sunday, January 12 at 11:30 after 2nd 

service.  We will furnish pizza after we 

finish for all the helpers.  Wishing you a 

joyous and blessed New Year! 

 

Spares and Pairs 

Looking for a few more people to join us 

Saturday, February 1, 2020 following church. 

Connected Service is at 5pm and we will be 

ready by 5:45pm.  We will be having pizza, 

chips, coffee, water and lemonade.  Please plan 

to donate $3 toward the pizza.  Any questions? 

Talk to Gerri Pettit or Pastor Dave.  Hope to 

see you! 

 



                                                   

                 
 
Greetings Church in the Name of the Child of Bethlehem.  
 
The Christian church calendar is unique to our faith. In particular, to the day when it starts until the day it is completed. It has 
unique celebrations, festivals, and feasts. I will be honest with you. I am not that liturgical when it comes to the Christian 
calendar and following most of the practices and celebrations. I want to share with you an opportunity that we, together as a 
church, are going to have in being a part of the Christian calendar a little more this year. During Advent, we participated in 
what I called the "advent of giving." Each week we were given a challenge to participate in giving to something beyond the 
local church. Also, during that time of the Advent, our sermon series was called "the gift of the nutcracker".  Bible study that 
accompanied that sermon series shared a moment when a congregation accidentally forgot to take down the Christmas tree. 
Instead of disrupting the congregation or blaming somebody for failure, they decorated the tree for Epiphany. Epiphany is the 
season where we celebrate the visit of the magi (aka the three wise men or three kings). Although the story of their visit 
usually appears during our Christmas story, the reality was they visited Jesus when he was probably around three or four 
years old.  
 
I don't have enough room in this newsletter article to share all of the details and the traditional information we know about 
their visit, but here's what we're planning to do with our own "epiphany tree". God calls us to give continually. We can provide 
by praying regularly, we can provide by offering our service continuously, we can get financially regularly, and we can gift by 
sharing our gifts and talents continually. During our Advent of giving campaign, we had opportunities to give in small ways 
that everybody at every level of economic status could participate. We offered to support our local food pantry here at the 
church, we gave to support meals at the Southside mission and we provided support to the United Methodist Committee on 
Relief. Our first week of Advent we were given a star ornament. With that ornament, we were to give it to somebody to 
hopefully brighten their Christmas. It all began with the star, like the journey of the Wiseman or magi began with a star for 
them as they searched for the child called the Christ. As those scholars of ancient text searched diligently and came from 
afar, the original script tells us that they followed a brilliant star until it stopped over the place where the child was. Years later, 
the child would remind us that we are a light that guides people to see God's love in Christ. So, here's the plan. The tree in 
the foyer at church will remain up. It will be decorated appropriately for Epiphany, our first celebration since it was a star that 
leads those scholars, or Wiseman to seek the Christ child. Our epiphany tree will be adorned with stars. It's a light shining in 
the darkness a light shining us to be more and to give more. There will be special marked individual stars placed on the tree 
with an opportunity for us to continue to be giving to some needs around us. The magi gave gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh. These were prophetic gifts that pointed to the purpose of Jesus coming to earth. These special stars will have 
information on them about how we can keep giving beyond the season of giving. Hunger is always a need. Usually, after 
Christmas, we often forget about those that we have given so much to for Christmas. Although the season has ended, their 
hunger remains in their situation sometimes grows worse. For Epiphany, we will be working on restocking our food pantry 
here at the Elmwood United Methodist Church. Those specially marked stars will have something we can contribute towards 
that endeavor. It will be an opportunity for us to shine our light amid the darkness. Also, the same idea of an angel tree, we 
will have a star tree at Epiphany to let our light shine to help others. 
 
Everyone is encouraged to be a part of this effort. When February arrives, we will have the opportunity to share our love. As 
we celebrate Saint Valentine's, hearts will adore in the tree and offer each of us the opportunity to share love to those around 
us in different ways as we move into Lent season of reflection and repentance and preparation towards the death of Christ 
and his resurrection. The tree again will transform into a Lenten tree. Once again, it will offer us the opportunity to grow and to 
give. This is just a small preview of what is to come. We are inviting everyone to participate, but if you don't feel you can or 
want to join, it is no problem; we just ask that you support those who are participating. Yes, it will be an odd thing to see a 
Christmas tree set up in the Church building in the middle of spring. Visitors, family and friends that come will probably 
question what is going on. That is your opportunity to share how we are looking beyond our walls, looking beyond our own 
lives, and being the church. I'm not 100% sure this will catch on it might be something we only do once and never do again. 
However, that's how we grow, and that's how we learn. So many congregations are so self-centered and self-focused that 
they lose sight that there's a world out there and to which we are called to serve. We can never out-give God. Yet God still 
calls us to go beyond ourselves, with small acts of faith, with small acts of love, with small acts of giving. These little things 
turn into huge things that make significant differences in homes, big differences in families, and big differences in individual 
lives.  
 
I am looking forward to your support, and I am looking forward to being a part of what God is doing here at this congregation 
on the edge of town.  
 

PD 
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Our Lord Jesus Christ gave instructions to His 
followers before he ascended into heaven: 

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations” 

(Matthew 28:19a). For centuries, the church has 
followed this command. One of the many ways the 
church does this is through the time honored 
tradition called Confirmation. 
 
It is that time again! The 2020 faith formation year! A 
long-standing tradition of the Elmwood United 
Methodist Church is to offer confirmation classes 
every other year. As your pastor, it is my privilege to 
announce that 2020 is the second opportunity I have 
had here to lead a confirmation class. I am so 
excited that your child could be embarking on this 
confirmation journey that will ultimately help them 
grow stronger in their Christian faith.  
 
Our 16 week confirmation program here at EUMC 
will give them the basic knowledge of the Christian 

Faith, God’s word, including the many traditions of 

our denomination, including the Sacraments that 
they are receiving. This gives them the tools to 
expand our faith community also!  
 
The class is open to students enrolled into 7th grade 
and up to Senior High. Please Contact Pastor David 
ASAP. (309) 221-4879 if you are interested or want 
more information.  Dates of classes: Sunday 
evenings 5:45 pm - 6:45pm Jan 12th - May 3rd 2020 

 

Please let Pastor David know asap. THANK YOU.  
 

 
Thank you to our church family and friends.  
 
On behalf of Linda, Daniel and myself, we want to say a tremendous “thank you” for your generous love 

and support for us not only throughout the year and at this Christmas season. Thank you for the many 
ways you have blessed us. With homemade goodies, special gifts, your hugs and smiles, Christmas 
cards, and monetary support. It goes beyond words for us to say thank you for all the ways you care for 
us. You have brightened our home and our lives once again as you have been so faithful to do. Thank 
you again for the gift of pastoral support in October and your generosity. Thank you for allowing me to 
have my days off and honoring that. Thank you for the special ways you just check on us to make sure 
we're doing okay. We look forward to serving you in 2020.  Also trusting in what God is about to do, and 
faithfully has been doing. We have much to look forward to and we have much to work on together. We 
will face many challenges this year but it is also an opportunity for us to trust in our God who has been 
faithful. Thank you once again. May we together build the kingdom of God and the body of Christ.  

 
Pastor Dave, Linda and Daniel Pyell 

 

Sunday School News 
Our Sunday School students celebrated the birth of 
Christ in dance and in costume Sunday, Dec. 22.  
Liturgical dancers, trained by Mary Nell Simpson, gave 
praise through the song “Christmas Hallelujah” while 
students processed in costume to form the traditional 
Christmas scene.  Our thanks to the teachers and 
parents—and especially the students—who made this 
moving tribute possible.   
 
After the service, the 5th and 6th grade students served 
as hosts for a surprise birthday party for Jesus, 
complete with cake and balloons.   “Happy Birthday, 
dear Jesus, Happy Birthday to You.”   
The Sunday School curriculum till Easter will focus on 
the New Testament accounts of Jesus’ life.   
 
Please encourage your kids to attend—it’s fun and 
fascinating.   

 

Student of the Month 

 

   Megan Johnson 

You may have seen Megan as 

Mary in our Christmas Tableau 

last month.  Megan is a seventh 

grader at Elmwood Junior High.  

She loves to read and particularly 

enjoys the Harry Potter series.  

She loves her pets, especially her 

rabbit, Ninja.  Megan recently 

began wearing a hearing aid.  Her 

teachers compliment her caring 

personality and consistent 

attendance.  Congratulations, 

Megan!   

 



 

Grades 7-12 
 

The Youth Group had a fun month of activities.  Our December meeting was held on December 1.  PD led 
devotion and we held a business meeting.  Thanks to Tom Hayes for setting up karaoke for us.  Everyone 
participated in a Christmas card for a soldier mission.  Matthew Glenn received a thank you note from a 
soldier in California.  The youth also donated canned food for our food pantry and gently used toys and 
clothes for the New 2 You store. 
 
December 27-28 was our lock-in.  Thank you to PD, Linda Pyell, Brett Stevens, Michelle Seipel, Doreen 
Smith, Tom Hayes, Jill Crisco, and Lori Johnson for making the lock-in a success.  Fourteen youth, from 
five different churches attended the event.  They enjoyed devotions, food, fellowship, karaoke, video 
games, puzzles, crafts, board games, and other activities. 
 
Our next meeting will be held on January 5, from 4-5:30 at church. 
 

          
 

 

We have 5 months until our mission trip to the Quad Cities!! 
 
Our December meeting was held on November 15 in the Fellowship Hall.  We briefly discussed our trip 
during a fellowship time, followed by a devotion.  Then we continued our series on poverty with a 
discussion and watching parts of Poor Kids from PBS.  Our next meeting on January 19, will begin our 5 
part, team building series from Youth Works, titled, “Preparing your Team.” 
 
Our Sandwich Shoppe is scheduled for January 19.  Sandwiches may be ordered at church on January 6 
and 12 for pick up from 10:00-11:30 on January 19.  Thank you for supporting our ministry.  For ordering 
outside church times, please contact Lori Johnson at 309-231-1580. 
      

                                                                    

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                              

   

 

 

 

 

SERVING ON GOD’S TEAM 

10:30 A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE 

 
January 5, 2020 
GREETERS:   Nancy Davis/Celene Duley 
USHERS:   Charlotte Haley/Mary Nell Simpson 
ACOLYTES:   Ashlyn Brewer/Ashlynn McFarland 
NURSERY:   Angie Ladd/Alix Steele 
COUNTERS:  
 
January 12, 2020 
GREETERS:   Peggy Harding/Joanne Endres 
USHERS:   Chuck/Connie Johnston 
LITURGIST:   Chris Stevens 
ACOLYTES:   Lee/Lucas Kosowski  
PIANIST:    Charlotte Booth 
NURSERY:   Celene Duley/Alana Parm 
COUNTERS:  
 
January 19, 2020 
GREETERS:   Ruth Arnold/Diana Ladd 
USHERS:   Chris Stevens/Nancy Davis 
LITURGIST:   Dixie Marsh 
ACOLYTES:   Baron/Cassidy Case 
PIANIST:   Kris Petermeyer 
NURSERY:   Laurie Leadley 
COUNTERS:  
 
January 26, 2020 
GREETERS:   Larry/Dixie Marsh 
USHERS:   Tom Morse/Charlotte Haley 
LITURGIST:   Nancy Davis 
ACOLYTES:   Katy German/Addi Powers 
PIANIST:   Charlotte Booth 
NURSERY:   Nancy Davis 
COUNTERS:  
 
 

SERVING ON GOD’S TEAM 

9 A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE 

 
January 5, 2020 
GREETERS:  Don/Michelle Forrest 
USHERS:   Bob Paige/Doug Whitney 
ACOLYTES:   Ashlyn Brewer/Ashlynn McFarland 
COMMUNION:  Nancy Davis/Karla Kane 
NURSERY:   Cathy Ekstrand/Melody Glenn 
COFFEE BAR:  
 
January 12, 2020 
GREETERS:  Gail Sprout/Janet Vallas 
USHERS:   Mike/Leann Sweeney 
LITURGIST:  Doreen Smith 
ACOLYTES:   Lee/Lucas Kosowski 
NURSERY:  Janelle McFarland/Emily Roberts 
COFFEE BAR:   

 
January 19, 2020 
GREETERS:  Roland/Cathy Ekstrand 
USHERS:   Kurt Webster/Brad Crisco 
LITURGIST:  Cathy Ekstrand 
ACOLYTES:  Baron/Cassidy Case 
NURSERY:  Laurie Leadley/Megan Perryman 
COFFEE BAR:   
 
January  26, 2020 
GREETERS:   Chuck/Carolyn Stevens 
USHERS:   Janet Vallas/Gerri Pettit 
LITURGIST:  Kurt Webster 
ACOLYTES:  Katy German/Addi Powers  
NURSERY:  Bill/Michelle Seipel 
COFFEE BAR:  
 
 

January Birthdays and Anniversaries 

2 Traci Whitney 
3 Lee Kosowski 
3 Al & Evelyn Dorich Anniversary 
4 Lori Johnson 
4 Janet Vallas 
5 Jeanette Morse 
5 Jacob Ekstrand 
8 Jon Gallagher 
11 Gail Sprout 
12 Becky Caulkins 
12 Melody Glenn 
13 Aaron Miller 
13 Stephanie Webster 
 

13 Doug & Traci Whitney Anniversary 
14 Rita Callister 
14 Peggy Harding 
16 Charlotte Booth 
16 Larry Bowhay  
18 Tammy Herman  
19 Ted Mottaz 
19 Kent Stevens 
26 Josie Gibbs 
27 Cheryl Whitehurst   
28 Matthew Glenn 
28 John & Gerri Pettit Anniversary 
29 Amanda Howard 
 

 
 


