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UNITED WOMEN OF FAITH NEWS
Thank you to everyone that donated the many dozens of cookies we were asked to
contribute for special occasions the month of December.
Our next meeting will be Tuesday, January 10th at 9:30 am. We will be meeting in
one of the Sunday school rooms due to the remodel of the kitchen and fellowship hall.
The program will be given by Karla Kane. Marge Haahn will be providing the
social.
Many blessings for the new year!
Carol Kemper
January Birthdays
and Anniversaries
Philippians 4:13 – “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”
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Traci Whitney
Lee Kosowski
Al & Evelyn Dorich Anniversary
Lori Johnson
Janet Vallas
Jeanette Morse
Jacob Ekstrand
Gail Sprout
Becky Caulkins
Melody Glenn
Aaron Miller
Stephanie Webster
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Doug & Traci Whitney Anniversary
Rita Callister
Peggy Harding
Charlotte Booth
Larry Bowhay
Tammy Herman
Ted Mottaz
Kent Stevens
Josie Gibbs
Cheryl Whitehurst
Matthew Glenn
Amanda Howard

Pastor’s Page
Greetings, friends, and family, in the name of Jesus Christ.
Happy new year! If you're like me, it's hard to imagine another year has come and gone. I feel like I wrote my January greeting
for the 2022 newsletter just a few months ago about how this year has flown by. I pray and hope that you are well, and that
God's spirit rests with you. So much has transpired in 2022. The church is healthy and strong, and I am grateful for that. We
have seen many new members join. We've seen numerous new families come and be a part of this congregation. And we're
grateful to God for that. We have seen the beginning of a new relationship with the Brimfield United Methodist Church, and
we have said farewell to many members and family members that have passed on. It has been a challenging year financially;
it’s been a challenging year with our attendance, COVID-19, and other illnesses. Yet, we continue forward, and that is precisely
what we are called to do. On behalf of my family and myself, we are grateful to be a part of the mission in the ministry of this
congregation both here in Elmwood and in Brimfield. I am grateful to serve in whatever way I can to our surrounding
communities and other ministries that we are a part of.
I am a strong believer in prayer. Prayer is the key element that brings together our faith in God's actions in our lives. Our new
district superintendent has encouraged us to be more mindful in our prayer lives. So, as we begin this new year, what better
way to begin than prayer. For the next 28 days, I'm encouraging our congregation to be involved in something that is called
dynamite prayers. The book Dynamite Prayer focuses on the word power in the Scriptures. It comes from. the word as written
in the original Greek language of the New Testament, Dunamis, is where we get the English word dynamite. This Greek word
describes the supernatural power only God can provide in and through us and that we see manifested again and again
throughout the New Testament. It was God’s Dunamis power, scripture reports, that resurrected Jesus from the dead. In fact,
the Greek word Dunamis is used more than one hundred twenty times from the book of Matthew through Revelation.
Each day during the next 28 days, I will post on Facebook the scripture and a brief prayer for us to pray. I will also have a
prayer guide each week in the bulletin. If you would like this sent to you by email, please contact the church office. I believe
God has something great to do here in Elmwood and Brimfield and our surrounding communities. I believe prayer is what will
open the door for that opportunity when we speak to God. Each Sunday, as a part of our worship service, we will have a
prayer that will be a part of our dynamite prayers. I'm excited about what God will do.
My friends, may God bless you as we begin 2023 together. Whatever God brings to our lives, we can trust the Lord. Whatever
life brings into our situations. Whatever new directions our lives may take, whatever happens in the world, we can always
trust God.
Blessings and peace from God, our father, and through God’s, son, Jesus Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit be upon you,
your home, your family, and our world.

PD

Let’s get fit so we can serve!
Monday – Wednesday – Friday
8am – 9am
Elmwood UMC Fellowship Hall
JOIN US! We have “changed up” our exercise
routines. In addition to some of the original routines,
we are following several different exercise videos.
This provides extra cardio and strength moves.
Come “sweat” with us!
No experience necessary!
I will show you
modifications for exercises to address all levels.
Questions? Please call or text Rene’ Schulz at 309696-6174 or email at tbearschulz@gmail.com or
Janet Vallas at 309-712-3935 or email at
kvallas@mchsi.com.

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!!

Albert and Evelyn Dorich will celebrate 75 years
of marriage on January 3, 2023. We want to wish
them HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
If you would like to send them a card to celebrate
this momentous occasion, please send to the
following address:
Mr. and Mrs. Al Dorich
c/o Bickford House
1920 W. Willow Knolls Dr.
Peoria, IL 61614
Wishing them both God’s continued blessings!

Chock-Full Chicken Noodle
Soup
½ tsp. olive oil
1 tsp. dried oregano
6 c. chicken stock,
divided
1 c. chopped celery

1 c. chopped onion
1 garlic clove, minced
2 c. diced, peeled
baking potato
1 c. carrots, sliced
1/4” thick
3 c. chopped, cooked 2 c. chopped spinach
chicken
1 tsp salt
3 oz uncooked med
2 T. all-purpose
egg noodles
flour
(about 1 ½ cups)
¼ tsp. black pepper
Heat olive oil in Dutch oven over medium-high
heat. Add onion, and sauté 3 min. Add
oregano and garlic; sauté 30 second. Add 5 ¾
cups chicken stock and potato. Bring to a boil:
reduce heat and simmer for 15 min, or until
potato is tender. Mash potato in stock mixture.
Add celery and carrot; bring to boil, reduce heat
and simmer for 5 min. Add chicken, spinach,
and salt; bring to boil, reduce heat and simmer
3 min. Add noodles; bring to boil and cook 5
min.
Combine ¼ cup stock and flour in a small bowl;
stir well with a whisk. Stir flour mixture into
soup; simmer 3 min. Stir in pepper. Yield: 5
(about 2-cup) servings.

**If anyone has a recipe they would like to
share, please email the office at:
umchurch@elmwoodumc.com

REHABILATION EQUIPMENT

Country Comfort of Elmwood
has some free rehabilitation
equipment available.
Here is the list:
Choir is back! We will practice on Sundays
after church from 11:00-11:30 am by the
piano in the sanctuary. Practice dates are
January 8, 15, and 22. We will sing on
January 29.
Please join us—we’re a friendly group that
wants to praise God, from whom all
blessings flow.
Janet Mottaz

•
•
•
•
•

Walkers
Wheelchairs
Canes
Shower Seats
Hospital Beds

You may contact them at
309-742-2274
for
information.
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CHRISTMAS EVE 2022

The

+

Wonder of Christmas

The Wonder of a Name

+ The Wonder of a Manger
+ The Wonder of a Promise
We had over 70 people attend this year’s Christmas Eve service. We had special music by
Kaselyn Gibbs, Tom Hayes, and a ballet performance by Lily Hart.
The service concluded with lighting of candles and singing Silent Night.

The n

The Sunday school kids were busy in the month of December. They participated in the Elmwood Annual Christmas
Walk on Saturday, December 3rd by undertaking a walking nativity scene. The United Women in Faith provided
delicious cookies and hot cocoa after their amazing performance.
The Sunday school Christmas Program was Sunday, December 18 th. The kids taught us about all the symbols of
Christmas and how they relate to scripture. It was a blessing to see their presentation!
After the Sunday school Christmas Program, the kids plated Christmas cookies that were donated by the congregation
and delivered to 57 businesses and assisted living facilities in Elmwood, Yates City, and Farmington.

2022 Sunday School Christmas Program.
Teaching us the symbols of Christmas.

The Walking Live Nativity at the 2022
Annual Elmwood Christmas Walk.

We had over 75 dozen cookies donated for the businesses and assisted living facilities in Elmwood,
Yates City, and Farmington. Each plate had 1 ½ dozen delicious Christmas cookies on them and 69
plates were delivered to 57 different places. Some places received more than one plate to accommodate
the number of employees. Many have sent thank you notes showing their appreciation!
Thank you to all who donated cookies! This is a great way to show God’s love during the Christmas
season!

YOUTH GROUP - DECEMEBER
The Youth Group met on Saturday, December 10th. We had 15 kids attend. They played
games, decorated cookies, and had a gift exchange.

YOUTH GROUP - JANUARY
The Youth Group will be going bowling on Saturday, January 14 th at the Peoria Christian
Center located at 4100 N. Brandywine Dr., Peoria, IL. We will meet at the church at 3 pm and
caravan to the bowling center.
The cost of bowling will be covered but we ask that each youth bring money to eat dinner
afterwards. We plan on eating at Pizza Ranch if they are open. We think $20 should cover
the cost of their dinner buffet.
We need to know how many are planning to attend so we can have enough drivers and lanes
reserved. If you can help drive, we would appreciate it!
If your youth plans on attending this fun event, please call or text Linda Pyell at 309-3375729. You can also email the church at umchurch@elmwoodumc.com or call 309-742-7221.

The Elmwood Elementary School collected canned goods again this year for the annual
Stuff-A-Bus campaign. The items were transported to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church by bus
and a truck where volunteers organized them. They were then distributed to 1st
Presbyterian, St. Patrick’s Catholic Church, Crossroads Assembly of God, and United
Methodist Church of Elmwood. These items were used by the 4 churches to supply food for
Christmas boxes this year. Thank you to Elmwood Elementary School for their kindness in
giving!

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF ELMWOOD

2 Corinthians 9:11: You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your
generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.

The
. United Methodist Church of Elmwood’s Food Pantry gave away 14 Christmas boxes. Each family
received 2 full boxes of food, personal hygiene products, candy, and anyone with children a toy for each
child. We were blessed with quilts for every school age child from the Elmwood Quilters Club. We gave
away 18 quilts.
We can’t thank the congregation enough for your continued support of this ministry. The joy these families
expressed was overwhelming! A big thank you goes to Steve Davis who was able to be here and help
these families load their boxes into their cars!
We are looking for some additional help on the days that we go shopping for anyone that would be willing
to meet us at the church when we return to help unload and stock the shelves. If you could help, please
contact the church office 309-742-7221 or email umchurch@elmwoodumc.com.

