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1 Janis Waite Hayden 
2 Roland & Becky Caulkins Anniversary 
4 Tom Hayes 
6 Marilee Hurst 
6 Rachel Link 
7 Jared Roberts 
9 Roland Ekstrand 
9 Erik & Laura Davis Anniversary 
 

10 Larry & Norma Bowhay Anniversary 
10 Hayden Warner 
12 Betty Montgomery  
15 Joe & Deb Gasparovich Anniversary 
16 Griffin Wagner 
17 Kristina Link 
23 Jim Dawson 
25 Derek Cantu 
29 Catie Tracy 
 
 

  

 
 

 
 

Let’s get fit so we can serve!   
 

Monday – Wednesday – Friday 
8am – 9am 

Elmwood UMC Fellowship Hall 
 

Please enter through the west door as we did last 
year.  Since we are now in Phase 5 those fully 
vaccinated no longer require masks.  We will 
continue to social distance. 

 
No experience necessary!  I will show you 
modifications for exercises to address all levels. 

 
Questions?  Please call or text Rene Schulz at 
309-696-6174 or email at tbearschulz@gmail.com 

 
 
 

 
 

UMW News 
 

 
Hopefully we can now get back to a 
regular schedule.  Our next meeting will 
be Tuesday, August 10th at 9:30 am.   
 
We hope that you have a good summer 
and we will soon get back to a normal 
schedule.   
 

 
Carol Kemper 
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Greetings Church family in the name of Jesus Christ.  
 
     Here we are at last phase 5 of restore Illinois! For nearly a year and a half, we have experienced the devastating effects of 
COVID-19. We have seen how it has altered lives permanently, destroyed careers and businesses, caused the death of 
millions and has disrupted our normal daily life to no end.  Of course, we all know this we've experienced it we've seen it 
we've read about it and you've heard me preach about it.  
 
     Now that we are in phase 5 of restore Illinois what does that mean for us? Well it means we are fully open with some 
restrictions. Congratulations on everyone that has received the vaccine and continue to take the necessary precautions to 
help reduce the spread and keep others safe including themselves. What's the biggest question that I have had and people 
have asked around me is when will we return to normal?  Before we go any further in talking about a getting back to business 
as usual, (aka: normal) we need to be in agreement on what we mean by "Normal". Webster's Dictionary characterizes the 
word normal as "adjusting to a kind, standard, or normal example: portrayed by that which is considered regular, 
commonplace, or schedule."  
 
With regards to characterizing typical in our places of worship, I have started to acknowledge normal is a relative term. What 
is typical for me may not be typical for you. What is typical in my congregation may not be ordinary in your congregation. 
What was typical before COVID is likely not ordinary since COVID. Please note that I'm not discussing those components that 
are valid in each congregation, if we're in a worldwide pandemic. I believe what everyone is really trying to get to is a familiar 
space. A place and a space that is comfortable, safe, predictable, and recognizable. Very much in the same way when the 
children of Israel were exiting Egypt things got a little difficult and rough they reminisce and sang about how things were 
better back in Egypt. Often I think we are caught up in the cycle of saying, “remember when?”  We’ve heard the term “new 
normal” for a long while now. The “new normal” took effect the moment our congregations began to deal with all of the rapid 
changes 15 months ago. The previous normal patterns were placed on hold in an instant.  In addition, our new normal has 
changed several times since then. For a while, our new normal was to watch our church’s worship services from home. (For 
some, that’s still the case.) For others, the new normal soon became worshipping the Lord in your church parking lot 
experiencing something I thought I would never imagine called: drive through communion. Still, for others, the new normal 
eventually became worshipping inside your church’s worship space, with significantly fewer in attendance and masks 
required throughout the service. For many, the new normal has involved participating in a small group via Zoom. 
 
The church has experienced a number of “new normals” over the past year. With each iteration, we are further removed from 
the old normal that we knew prior to the pandemic. In my opinion, it is likely that the church will never return to the pre-COVID 
normal, at least not entirely. I realize that may be a difficult statement to read. Let me explain why I think this is the 
case. First, we have lost many to the virus. Some churches have witnessed some of their most faithful servants called home 
to glory. Second, the long-term mental and emotional effects on our behaviors are yet to be determined. I don’t know when 
empty arenas and stadiums during sporting events stopped looking strange to me, but I know exactly when I recently 
watched a highlight from a pre-COVID sporting event, and it seemed very weird that the crowd was packed in their seats like 
sardines, and no one was wearing a mask. 
The reality is that the pandemic has changed us. No one would have ever labeled me as a germaphobe twelve months ago, 
but I’m much more cautious now, and I’m guessing I’m not the only one. Third, some things that were part of your church’s 
pre-COVID normal experience may not need to come back. For these and possibly other reasons, it’s likely that your church 
will not return to your pre-COVID normal entirely. 
 
What does this mean to the faithful members and friends of the Elmwood United Methodist Church? It means we will be 
working together MORE. Yes, we will re-capture some of those things that are important and vital to our fellowship and 
ministry. However, it also means that we have new opportunities before us. Over the next year and years ahead we will be 
recovering, building, and growing. However, it's not going to happen with one person it's going to take every one of us to work 
together. So we may heal, dream, continue to help, and to put in the work. I cannot do it alone and I don't expect to do it 
alone. This is your congregation and together we can make it grow and thrive. However, don't forget the way it was may not 
be the way it will be. Through it all we know God is good and all the time God is good!    

 
God bless. PD 
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June has been a fun month in Children’s Church 

learning about Jesus being a fisher of men.  We 

made Father’s Day Cards and learned how to love 

and respect our earthly fathers as well as our 

heavenly Father.  We had a fun and wonderful 

lesson about David and Goliath.   

Our small but awesome group of 8-10 kids have 

been faithful.  We have been blessed with two 

amazing helpers in Sydney and Logan Seipel.  

Their help has been truly appreciated!  Thank you 

so much!! 

We will be taking a break for the month of July from 

Children’s Church.  Children are welcomed and 

encouraged to join their parents in the Worship 

Service.  Children’s Church will begin again in 

August.   

Please be thinking about the coming Sunday 

School year.  Sunday School will begin when 

school starts.  We are in need of more teachers 

and helpers!  All volunteers are welcomed!  Please 

consider supporting our fantastic Sunday School 

program and serving in this manner.   

Please contact Terri German if you are willing to 

assist either teaching or helping.  You can call her 

at (309) 678-1745 or email btgerman@mchsi.com. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Cornbread Salad 
(submitted by Janet Mottaz) 

 
 
1 (15 oz) box cornbread mix   
1 envelope ranch-style dressing mix 
1 heaping cup sour cream   
1 heaping cup mayonnaise 
½ cup green bell pepper, chopped  
½ cup red bell pepper, chopped 
½ cup onion, chopped   
3 large tomatoes chopped 
1 (16 oz) can pinto beans, drained  
2 cups fresh or frozen corn kernels 
2 cups cheddar cheese, shredded  
1 pound bacon, crumbled 
 
1.  Bake cornbread mix according to package 
     directions, cool and crumble. 
 
2.  Combine ranch-style dressing mix, sour  cream 
     and mayonnaise in a small bowl. 
 
3.  In another bowl, stir together peppers, onion,  
     tomatoes, pinto beans, and corn.     
 
4.  In a 9 x 13 dish, layer ½ of the cornbread, ½     
     the vegetables, ½ the cheese, ½ of the bacon,  
     and ½ of the dressing. 
 
5.  Repeat layers with remaining ingredients.   
     Cover and store in refrigerator until ready to  
     serve.  Makes a great deal of salad . 
 
(Note:  I used Famous Dave’s cornbread mix.  I also save a 
little cheese and bacon to garnish the top.) 
 
**This recipe was requested by many at the Denise Hayes 
Appreciation Luncheon.  If anyone has a good recipe that 
they would like to share with everyone, we can highlight a 
recipe each month.  Just email it to the church 
umchurch@elmwoodumc.com and it can be shared in the 
Recipe Corner!  We could do a new one each month.** 
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Celebration of Life honoring 

Charles “Chuck” Stevens 
(February 11, 1951 – January 18, 2021) 

 

Please join the Stevens Family on  

Saturday, July 17, 2021 

1 – 5 pm 

 

1:45 pm Memorial Service  

followed by Military Rites 

 

Yates City Community Center 

101 N. Union Street 

Yates City, IL   
 

 

 

 

 

Community Worship Service on 

Sunday, July 18th.  There will be one 

service that Sunday with no Saturday 

Service.  Hope to see you all there!! 

 



VBS News 
 

 

Climb aboard for..... 
 

 
 

 

The best week of the summer!!! 

  
K – 6th grade - July 20 through July 22 - 6:30pm – 8:30pm 

 

Pre-K - July 24 - 9am – 11am 

 

Register on line at www.elmwoodumc.com/signup 
 

Help us put on a great VBS! We are looking for sponsors to help with the expenses. 

 

Sponsor a child – 1 for $10/3 for $25 

Sponsor a station - $25 

Sponsor a night - $50 

 

Just write a check and put it in the offering plate with “VBS” on the memo line. 

Thanks for your help and support!! 

 

Volunteers still needed!  Talk to Denise or PD for more information! 

 

http://www.elmwoodumc.com/signup

