
                 

   

 

UMW NEWS 

Our regular UMW meeting will be held March 10 
at 9:30am.  Dixie Marsh is in charge of the 
program and  coffee will be served by LaVonne 
Haney. 
 
Evening Circle will meet March 16 at 7pm at the 
church and Morning Circle at Carolyn Stevens 
home on March 17 at 9:30am. We will carpool 
from the church.   
 
On March 16, we will go to the mini-mission 
meeting at East Peoria First.  It costs $10.00 fro 
breakfast and lunch.  Please let me know if you 
can go.   
 
April 20 is the Spring Gathering at Pekin Grace 
UMC.  More information to come! 

Blessings, 
Carol  

The Beacon 
March 2020 

 

March Birthdays and Anniversaries 

1 Lavonne Haney 
2 Anna Webel 
3 Ruth Arnold 
5 Laurel Leadley 
5 Pastor David & Linda Pyell Anniversary 
6 Veva Windish 
7 Carrie Koll 
9 Larry Marsh 
10 John Callister 
10 Winifred Horney 
 

14 Patrick Tracy 
17 Russell Clark 
19 Lawrence & Karla Kane Anniversary 
26 Dennis & Cheryl Whitehurst Anniversary 
27 Wayne Callister 
27 Al Dorich 
27 Hannah Parm 
29 Logan Whitney 
30 Larry & Heidi Ennis Anniversary 
31 Debie Himegarner 
 



                                                   

                 
 

Greetings Family of God at the Elmwood United Methodist Church. 
 
I know I often say this, but time is moving much faster. Here we are already beginning the season of 
Lent. It is one of the most JOYOUS and SACRED times for many church families and congregations. 
The season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday, a particular time set apart for followers of Christ to re-
center their lives spiritually. It is a traditional ancient practice that continues even today, but has lost 
much of its interest, effectiveness and practice, particularly in most non-denominational congregations 
and mega-churches. The United Methodist Church did not practice this until many years ago as it 
became a part of our worship tradition.  
 
For some folks, the season of Lent and Ash Wednesday are unnecessary practices and outdated times 
of reflection. For some people, it is a sacred moment not to be missed. What I found here at the 
Elmwood United Methodist church, Lent is met with great enthusiasm and welcome.  As with most 
traditions and practices, they can become redundant and even dull. Just like any worship services at 
times can become stagnant, preaching that is boring, long redundant or unfamiliar praise songs or 
hymns that we have sung for the thousandth time. Even our spiritual responses are, at times, 
mechanical and not genuinely heartfelt. I believe it is essential we find new innovative ways to grow in 
our faith and refresh our ideas while still holding onto the purpose and power of these meaningful 
moments and traditions.  
 
It began last January with a simple, innovative idea called the Epiphany tree. I wasn't quite sure how this 
was going to go over, but through prayer and a considerable amount of creativity, you folks adopted the 
idea and made it such a success. The tree then transformed into the agape tree (aka love tree). Here is 
where we had opportunities to share love unconditionally. Now the tree is changing once again to what I 
would like to call the "Lent Tree". The idea of the Lent tree is simply this: we use the Lent tree to huddle 
in close…await with expectation…and fill our hearts with a new sense of hope as we look through the 
crowds in a busy culture for the risen King. 
 
Once again, I invite you to join me in creating a Lent tradition, maybe just this one time. It's pretty simple 
- it operates the same way the last two trees functioned. There will be crosses (this time) with a small 
piece of paper attached to them hanging on the tree. Take one of the pieces of paper with the cross 
attached and follow the instructions on the paper. Keep that cross during the weeks of Lent until you've 
accomplished what that piece of paper instructed you to do. Here is when you hang just the cross back 
onto the tree or give the cross away as instructed on the paper.  If you want to take another cross and 
piece of paper after you've completed the first one, please feel free to do so. The idea is that we will see 
Jesus in what we are doing and, hopefully, people will see Jesus in us. 
 
I am so grateful for your allowing yourself to think outside the box and participate in something new and 
different. I'm genuinely appreciative you put up with my crazy ideas at times. In all honesty, I think we 
miss something when we don't spend time with Jesus, and the purpose of the church is to be a light to 
the world. For our light to shine, we must allow the light of Christ to shine into us. We do that as we grow 
closer to Christ, in turn, we reflect his glory.  
 

Have a blessed and happy Lent.  
PD  
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24hours that Changed the World 

Lent Bible Study Starts Wednesday, 
March 4th through April 8th  

@ 12pm and  6:30pm. 
 

During Lent we as a church will be working 

through the events that happened in the last 24 

hours of Jesus ’life. The goal of my sermons is 

to help us imagine the events as if we were 

there; and also to learn something of their 

meaning – their significance in the fact that 

these were 24 hours that ‘changed the world.’ 

In the last 24 hours of Jesus life; he had supper 

with his disciples, went to the garden of 

Gethsemane to pray, was arrested; tried before 

the high priest; tried before Pilate and Herod, 

tortured by Roman soldiers – and finally 

crucified; and buried in a stranger’s tomb. 

Each week the clock will point us to the hour of 

where we are in the story. There is a 

corresponding Bible study planned on 

Wednesdays at 6:30 PM during Lent (March, 

4th - April, 8th) they will be directly connected to 

the sermon from that previous Sunday. We will 

have opportunities to explore and go deeper 

into the story as the clock slowly ticks away.  

.  
 

Sunday School News 

Student of the Month 

 

  Makayla Vicary 

Our Sunday School Student 
of the month is high-
schooler Makayla Vicary. 
She enjoys cooking, 
baking, shopping with 
friends—and her cellphone. 
Makayla attends Elmwood 
High School and she is 
involved in FFA and the 

track team.  
 
Congratulations, Makayla!   

 

 

Saturday Evening Service  

March 7  *  5pm 

Simple – Meaningful – Fun 

 

Spares and Pairs follows the Connected Service 

on Saturday, March 7.  Dinner will be a potato bar 

with all the fixings followed by an evening of 

games and fellowship.  If you haven’t joined yet, 

we would love to see you!  You don’t know the 

fun you are missing! 



 

Grades 7-12 
 

Happy Lent from the EUMC Youth Group.  We didn’t meet in February due to illness and scheduling 
issues.  Our March meeting is scheduled for March 1, from 4:00-5:30 at church.  We look forward to seeing 
you. 

          
 

 

We hosted coffee bar and had our meeting on February 16. Our meeting focuses were Teamwork and 
Expectations.  The team members were very engaged in conversations about what each of us brings to the 
team and what we expect from our mission trip. 
 
The March team meeting will be held on March 16, from 4:00-5:00.  Our topic is Understanding.   We will 
study and learn how to recognize the differences in how we as individuals experience life and interact with 
the world and how to develop an attitude of seeking to learn about and understand the experiences of 
those we meet – especially those in the Quad Cities.  
 
Thank you to those who donated to our team with prayers and money.  Please continue to pray for us. 
 
May the love of the Lord be with you this Lent and always. 
 

                             

 
 

 



 

  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                              

   

 

 

 

SERVING ON GOD’S TEAM 

10:30 A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE 

 
March 1, 2020 
GREETERS:   Charlotte Booth/Mary Nell Simpson 
USHERS:   Charlotte Haley/Chris Stevens 
LITURGIST:  Nancy Davis 
ACOLYTES:   Lee/Lucas Kosowski 
PIANIST:    Kris Petermeyer 
NURSERY:   Laurie Leadley 
COUNTERS:   Ruth Arnold/Diana Ladd 
 
March 8, 2020 
GREETERS:   Larry/Dixie Marsh 
USHERS:  Celene Duley/Chris Stevens 
LITURGIST:   Mary Nell Simpson 
ACOLYTES:   Ashlyn Brewer/Ashlynn McFarland 
ORGANIST:    Gloria Clark 
NURSERY:   Angie Ladd 
COUNTERS:   Kanes 
 
March 15, 2020 
GREETERS:   Diana Ladd/Ruth Arnold 
USHERS:  Tom Morse/Chris Stevens 
LITURGIST:   Mary Howard 
ACOLYTES:   Baron/Cassidy Case 
PIANIST:   Charlotte Booth 
NURSERY:   Celene Duley 
COUNTERS:  Alana Parm/Celene Duley 
 
March 22, 2020 
GREETERS:   Dan/Pat Keefer 
USHERS:   Chuck/Connie Johnston 
LITURGIST:   Chris Stevens 
ACOLYTES:   Katy German/Addi Powers 
PIANIST:   Kris Petermeyer 
NURSERY:   Gene Gibson 
COUNTERS:   Ruth Arnold/Diana Ladd 
 
March 29, 2020 
GREETERS:   Larry/Dixie Marsh 
USHERS:   Chris Stevens/Laurie Leadley 
LITURGIST:   Karla Kane 
ACOLYTES:   Ashlyn Brewer/Ashlynn McFarland 
PIANIST:   Charlotte Booth 
NURSERY:   Alana Parm 
COUNTERS:   Kanes 
 

SERVING ON GOD’S TEAM 

9 A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE 

 
March 1, 2020 
GREETERS:  Roland/Cathy Ekstrand 
USHERS:   Kurt Webster/Brad Crisco 
LITURGIST:  Jason Hahn 
ACOLYTES:   Lee/Lucas Kosowski 
NURSERY:   Bill/Michelle Seipel 
COFFEE BAR:  
 
March 8, 2020 
GREETERS:  Doug/Traci Whitney 
USHERS:   Denise Hayes/Gerri Pettit 
LITURGIST:  Doreen Smith 
ACOLYTES:   Ashlyn Brewer/Ashlynn McFarland 
NURSERY:  Megan Perryman/Emily Roberts 
COFFEE BAR:   
 
March 15, 2020 
GREETERS:  Lois Hill/Jennifer Wilson 
USHERS:   Bob Paige/Don Forrest 
LITURGIST:  Curtis Smith 
ACOLYTES:  Baron/Cassidy Case 
NURSERY:  Laurie Leadley/Melody Glenn 
COFFEE BAR:   
 
March 22, 2020 
GREETERS:   Gail Sprout/Janet Vallas 
USHERS:   Rusty Koll/Roland Ekstrand 
LITURGIST:  Kurt Webster 
ACOLYTES:  Katy German/Addi Powers  
NURSERY:  Cathy Ekstrand/Jill Crisco 
COFFEE BAR:  
 
March 29, 2020 
GREETERS:   Chuck/Carolyn Stevens 
USHERS:   Curtis Smith/Mike Sweeney 
LITURGIST:  Rusty Koll 
ACOLYTES:  Ashlyn Brewer/Ashlynn McFarland 
NURSERY:  Brian Cummings/Gene Gibson 
COFFEE BAR:  
 


