The Beacon
March 2022
UMW NEWS
Our monthly meeting is on Tuesday, March 8th at 9:30 am in the Fellowship Hall. Chris
Stevens will be providing the program
We have been invited to a Mini Mission Meeting at Morton United Methodist Church on
Monday, March 14th at 8:30 am. The speaker is Carol Lakota Easton who is the former
pastor at Dayspring Native American United Methodist Church in East Peoria. The
cost is $10, and it includes a lunch of soup and salad.
If you plan on attending, please let me know as soon as possible. I need to have our
reservations made by Saturday, March 5th.
Carol Kemper
Philippians 4:13 – “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”
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Lavonne Haney
Anna Webel
Ruth Arnold
Denise Dalton
Elizabeth Paige
Laurel Leadley
Pastor David & Linda Pyell Anniversary
Veva Windish
Carrie Koll
Larry Marsh
John Callister
Winifred Horney
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LoReta Modrovsky
Patrick Tracy
Russell Clark
Lawrence & Karla Kane Anniversary
Dennis & Cheryl Whitehurst Anniversary
Jonathan Gibbs
Al Dorich
Wendy Ewalt
Hannah Dormire
Logan Whitney
Larry & Heidi Ennis Anniversary
Debie Himegarner

Pastor’s Page
Greetings Church and friends in the name of Jesus Christ.
What a roller coaster ride of winter weather we have had since the first of the year. Lots of snow, lots of
wintery mix, and ice galore. As we continue to move forward into March the annual season of Lent will be
upon us. Lent is a season of 40 days that prepare us for the crucifixion of Jesus on good Friday and
ultimately the resurrection on Easter Sunday. Every congregation and every Christian celebrate Lent in
their own unique way. Some have long-standing traditions some develop new ones each year and some
don’t observe at all. Primarily, depending upon the tradition in which you attend in a Christian
denomination, it will vary greatly from denomination to denomination and from local congregation to local
congregation within a denomination or a non-denominational church.
For many years, not for all our years as METHODIST and then United Methodist in 1968, the season of
Lent has been met with various rituals, services, traditions, and ways in which it is observed. In many
cases it boils down to the pastor’s personal preference that is appointed to the congregation at that time.
Sometimes adapting to local traditions within that congregation and sometimes not adapting. I have always
tried to be sensitive to the needs of the local congregation and their local traditions. With that being said,
we are about to begin the season of Lent on Ash Wednesday, March 2, 2022. We begin with repentance
and focus of our spiritual life on Ash Wednesday. I invite you if you have not attended a service for Ash
Wednesday before to consider doing it this year. It's not like a normal regular service, it's something unique
that is meant to open us up to what God's Holy Spirit is doing. Information about the service will be in this
newsletter.
We will be having an informal Bible study on Saturdays during Lent at 4:30 PM there will be a brief service,
a message, and a time of study. Everyone is invited. This is a free Bible study. Please note that the
Saturday evening service will be replaced during Lent with a Bible study. The Saturday evening service
will resume its regular scheduled time at 5 PM on May 14th.
The theme of Lent this year that I'm using for my sermons and for the Bible study is entitled “6 facts we
should know about God.” These six facts will help to shape us and help us to understand the importance
of God's love, God’s understanding, God's forgiveness, God setting us free, Gods’ encouragement to
change our lives, and God wanting to be with us forever.
I am looking forward to the season of Lent, Holy week, and the resurrection Sunday.
May God’s Grace and mercy be with you.

Blessings in Christ! PD.

Let’s get fit so we can serve!
Monday – Wednesday – Friday
8am – 9am
Elmwood UMC Fellowship Hall
JOIN US! We have “changed up” our exercise
routines. In addition to some of the original
routines, we are following several different exercise
videos. This provides extra cardio and strength
moves. Come “sweat” with us!
Please enter through the west door as we did last
year. Due to the Covid cases rising, please wear
your mask into the building. You may remove it
once you reach your exercise spot. We will
continue to social distance.
No experience necessary!
I will show you
modifications for exercises to address all levels.
Questions? Please call or text Rene Schulz at 309696-6174 or email at tbearschulz@gmail.com or
Janet Vallas at 309-712-3935 or email at
kvallas@mchsi.com.

SLOW COOKER
CORNED BEEF AND CABBAGE
•
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1 corned beef brisket 3-4 pounds
1 onion
3 cloves garlic
2 bay leaves
2 ½ - 3 cups water
2 pounds potatoes peeled & quartered
2 large carrots chopped
1 small head of cabbage cut into
wedges

1. Chop onion into large chunks and place in
the bottom of a 6 qt slow cooker. Top with
corned beef and seasoning packet.
2. Pour water into slow cooker until it just about
covers the corned beef. Add garlic and bay
leaves.
3. Cook on low 8-10 hours.
4. After the initial 3 hours, add potatoes and
carrots to the slow cooker.
5. Two hours before serving, add cabbage
wedges to the slow cooker.
6. Remove corned beef from slow cooker and
let rest 15 minutes before slicing. Serve with
potatoes, carrots, and cabbage.

Ash Wednesday Service is
Wednesday March 2nd at 6:30 pm.

Note: (To have very tender corned beef, plan
cooking closer to the 10-hour mark. Cut the
corned beef across the grain.)
*If anyone has a recipe they would like to share,
please email the office at:
umchurch@elmwoodumc.com

Graduation
Day
is
quickly
approaching. We will be honoring
our graduates on Sunday, May 8th
this year. If you have someone
you would like honored, please
submit their name and their
graduation award (i.e, Grade
School, High School, College, etc.)
to the office by April 22nd. You can
call the office, email, or write it on
your connection card.

n

Take note of our Bulletin Board! The PreK-2 class learned about a foundation
based on God (our rock) stand tall and firm. While a foundation built on sand
(idols, sin) cannot stand and crumbles.
The older kids explored life temptations. No matter what the temptation, they
learned to take the hand of Jesus and just walk away and what it means to feel
good about your life choices.
Do these lessons sound familiar? Of course, they do! It’s good to know that our
kids will carry these values learned throughout their lives.
Sue Gallegos

LENT BIBLE STUDY CURRICULUM
CHANGE

The curriculum that was previously scheduled for the Lent Bible Study has been
changed to 6 Facts We Should Know About GOD! The curriculum for The
Witness At The Cross could not be justly covered in a six-week study. This
study will still be at the Saturday Evening worship service, and it will start at
4:30 pm. There is no cost for this study because we will use printouts. If you
want to make a donation toward the printing cost you may. Connie Dalton will
be leading the bible study and Pastor David will give a message.

Church Basement Ladies is a musical comedy, book by Jim Stowell and Jessica Zuehlke,
music, and lyrics by Drew Jansen. The story is about the ladies that work in the church
basement cooking meals for church functions and is inspired by the humorous book
Growing Up Lutheran, by Janet Letnes Martin and Suzann Nelson. Published in 1997,
Growing Up Lutheran is a “scrapbook of memories” of what it was like to grow up Lutheran
in the Midwest in the 1950s. In addition to their bestseller, Martin and Nelson, aka “Those
Lutheran Ladies,” have written numerous other works, including Growing Up Rural,
published in 2017. Their lives and writings have inspired seven additional Church Basement
Ladies musicals.
Theater Doors Open: 1:30pm
Showtime: 2:00pm
Theater Doors Open: 6:30pm
Showtime: 7:00pm
Current Covid mandates will apply.
Purchase Tickets for both Showtimes Below:
https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/church-basement-ladies-59449
For questions, contact Travis Olson at traviso@fivepointswashington.org or 309-444-8600

