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Operation Christmas Child  
 
Join Us! …Let’s pack a shoebox! 
That time of year will be here before you know it…time to 
pack Christmas shoeboxes. We are looking forward to filling 
shoeboxes that will bring joy to a child and the message of 
Jesus Christ. This mission supports Operation Christmas 
Child coordinated by Samaritan’s Purse. The time goes fast 
and shipping needs to start early to get the boxes to the 
children in time.  
 
There are several ways you may participate: 
 

 Pray:   Ask God to use your gifts to show His love to a 
child who receives a shoebox. 

 Purchase:   Items that a child will enjoy and items 
that will help them in their daily living. Lists of items 
will be available in the church lobby. 

 Donate:  If you can’t go shopping, our  students will 
shop for you.  Donations may be made to the United 
Methodist Church, marked “OCC” in the memo.  You 
may also choose to donate $7 per box for shipping. 

 Pack a box of your own:  Boxes are available in the 
church lobby with instructions if you would like to 
pack a box on your own. 

  
Set up Day is Saturday, November 14th at 4:00pm. 
Packing Day is Sunday, November 15th at 9:00 am. 
(Boxes will be presented at the 10:30 service for prayers) 
Contact Karla Kane at 309-231-3084 
if you would like to help set up on Saturday or help the 
children pack on Sunday. 
 

 

UMW 

Fall Fair 
 
 

Saturday, November 14th 
8:30am to 1:30pm 

 
 

Continental Breakfast 
8:30am 

 
Lunch:  11am to 1:30pm 

 
 

Homemade Vegetable 
Soup     

 
Maid-rites 

Salads    Pie     Drink 
 
 

 
 

Craft & Baked Goods 
 
 



 

UMW NEWS 

Our next meeting will be held on November 10 with coffee by Pat 
Pittman and the program given by Marge Haahn.  We will be making our 
final plans for our Fall Fair to be held November 14 from 8:30am -
1:30pm. Continental breakfast will be served from 8:30 until 10:30 and 
lunch from 11:00 to 1:30.  We will be selling baked goods and crafts. We 
will have a silent auction for baskets. 
 

         In God’s Love –  
Carol Kemper 

  President 

 
  

WANTED:  
 

Voices of all kinds to sing two or three 
Christmas numbers the second 
Sunday in December, Dec.13, at the 
combined worship service. All ages 
and stages welcome. 
Rehearsals on Wednesdays at 3:30 
for kids and Wednesdays at 6:30 for 
adults and youth.  Personal rehearsals 
available at other times of your 
convenience. 
Help us make a Joyful Noise! 
Contact Janet Mottaz, 742-2350 or 
mottaz.janet@gmail.com. 
 
 

 
 

Thank You, Closer to Free 
 
When the Kids' Praise Team sings, 
EVERYBODY wants a 
microphone.  Each Sunday we have 
sung, Closer to Free has graciously 
handed over control of their carefully 
monitored equipment.  I consider 
that an example of the patience and 
forgiveness of Christ. 
 
It's so gratifying to have youngsters 
sing praise wholeheartedly.  And it’s 
so gratifying to have adults who 
monitor, assist, and support them. 
Thank you again to Steve Davis and 
the members of Closer to Free for 
their flexibility. 
 

--Janet Mottaz, Kids' Praise Team 
leader 

 

mailto:mottaz.janet@gmail.com


 

Couples Fellowship 
 
Couples fellowship will enjoy a progressive dinner on Saturday, 
November 21.  We will begin at Steve & Nancy Davis’s home for 
devotions and salads, Ted & Janet Mottaz‘s home for the main course, 
and Tom and Angie Tracy’s for dessert. Please join us an evening of good 
food, fun, and fellowship! All couples are welcome!  

Peace, 
Debbie Nelson-Watkins 

 

New Holiday Grief Seminars 
 
The United Methodist Church of Elmwood and Oaks-Hines Funeral 
Home will co-sponsor free Holiday Grief seminars this Advent season. 
Pastor Brad Watkins and Mrs. Debbie Rushing Glenn will co-lead this 
event. All are welcomed! The gatherings will take place November 29, 
December 6, 13, and 20. They will run from 5 to 6 pm at the church. 
We are seeking to support anyone who has lost a loved-one during this 
difficult season of the year! You may call the church office at (309) 742- 
7221, if you have questions or which to reserve your place. 
 

Membership 
 

We would like to invite any of our friends who are not members to 
consider an eternal relationship with God through membership in this 
congregation.  We will be welcoming new members on November 22nd 
in our worship services.  Any interested persons, please contact Pastor 
Brad or the church office before November 15th.  

 

Christmas Tree Lighting 
 

Please join us for the Christmas Tree Lighting during the Christmas 
Walk at Central Park Saturday, December 5 at 5:00pm. We are still 
looking for carolers for this event.  We will meet at 4:30pm. If you are 
interested, please contact church office or Pastor Brad.    

 

 



 

Christmas/Advent Decorating 
 

It’s that time of year again!! We will be decorating the church on 
Saturday, November 28th beginning at 9:00am.  We need volunteers 
to bring in the boxes on Friday afternoon as well as decorating on 
Saturday.  There is a sign-up sheet in the lobby.  Many hands make light 
work.   

 

  
“Moving into a new life situation” 

 

Several days ago my son Charles called to inform Debbie and I that his 
wife, Shanta, was expecting! To hear the joy in his voice was refreshing 
and energizing! This new phase in my son’s life has given me cause to 
take a few moments to reflect upon my current life positions. 
I am a husband who loves his wife. I still embrace this chosen 
relationship as my primary role, as ordained by scripture and love. I 
look forward to years of service and growth together. 
I am a son of two inspirational parents. Each of which has been a role 
model for me on living into God’s world, even with major family and 
social obstacles in their paths. They continue to inspire me to overcome 
in the midst of my personal, professional, and spiritual challenges. 
I am a father who still views my sons as my greatest achievements in 
this earthly existence. They remain a constant source of motivation for 
me. I would do anything to guide, support and show love to them. Even 
as adults, they give me joy and stress! 
I am an ordained Christian leader of a congregation of diverse people in 
communities that are in transition. Each night before I go to sleep I 
dream about the next day’s possibilities and possible challenges. I know 
so many of my clergy colleagues who would give anything to be a part of 
a growing, mission focused, and vibrant congregation like The United 
Methodist Church of Elmwood! Some days I can hardly hold on for the 
ride! 
But, most of all, I choose to be a servant of Jesus the Christ! 

Pastor Brad 



 

  

Dear UMC Family –  
 
It has been a fulfilling experience growing in the many facets of children and 
youth ministry in the United Methodist Church of Elmwood over the past 12 
years. I had no idea where I was headed when I said I would lead  
Sunday school, but I thought it couldn’t be that hard with just a few children. 
Who knew?  I remember getting my feet wet in Vacation Bible School with 35 
children and then moving on to Sunday school with 12 students in Kindergarten 
through 8th grade. There have been many dedicated volunteers helping serve 
and I appreciate every one of them.  One of my favorite activities was sleeping 
overnight in the sanctuary with 3rd through 8th grade girls. The older girls 
shared a message about Jesus and we played games, watched a movie, ate 
popcorn and prayed together. I never felt closer to God than sleeping in his 
church with the glow of the cross above me. Then in the morning we made 
pancakes together and we were not too messy. What a great memory! Many of 
you know that I will try most things at least once and if it doesn’t work, we try 
something else.  We created our own Sunday school and Vacation Bible school 
lessons, did crafts, built bird houses, bowled down the sanctuary isle, built a 
water park in the back yard and a ship in the sanctuary. We washed cars, raked 
leaves, raised money for the hungry, bought animals, made prayer blankets, 
packed shoeboxes and prayed for those dear to us and for those in times of 
stress. I pray that we have created memories for our children that will guide 
them in sharing God’s love with others and when they have families they will 
want to grow God’s love in them. Thank you so much for allowing me to serve 
and be a part of growing the faith of our children and the children of this 
community.  Friendships and memories were made that will always be 
cherished. 
 
I have enjoyed the flowers and the Home Depot gift card will be put to good use 
in my gardens.  

                                                               

 

Thank you to everyone for your 
guidance and support. 
 
    Karla 
 

Walking With Jesus 
 



 

 

 

November Birthdays and 
Anniversaries 
 
1 Nancy Wilson  
1 Gary Fargher 
2 Denise Hayes 
4 Dakota Swadinsky 
7 Marvin & Shelli Shoop 
8 Julie Ladd 
9 Miranda Furrer 
9 Russ & Margie Clark 
12 Warren “Hap” Downard   
13 Kris Petermeyer 
13 Rachel Potts 
13 Emma Vallas 
14 Bob Paige 
15 Jill Crisco 
15 Tom Morse 
19 John & Rita Callister 
20 Karissa McMillan 
21 Patty Fincham 
22 Dara Wagner 
23 Beverly Keefer 
24 Jay & Chloe Martens  
25 Joey Callister 
25 Bill Foster   
26 Rachel Whitney 
27 Josephine Elisabeth Webel 
27 Dan & Pat Keefer  
27 Jeff & Lisa Roberts  
28 Gene & Joanne Endres  
 
ATTENTION: If you are unable to serve 

on the day given, find someone from 
the list to trade with.  Please advise 
Gerri Pettit or the office or Alana Parm 
or Amanda Howard (nursery) if you no 
longer wish to serve or if you wish to 
add your name to the list and which 
service you attend.  THANK YOU. 

 

9AM WORSHIP SRVICE 
November 1, 2015 
GREETERS: Chad/Dara 
Wagner                     
USHERS: Gerri Pettit/Georgia Stevens 
LITURGIST:  Chris Ewalt 
NURSERY:  Heidi Ennis/Kristi Link 
COFFEE BAR: Roberts Family 
SS AIDES: Jill Crisco/Julie 
Asplund/Carrie Koll 

November 8, 2015 
GREETERS: Chuck/Carolyn Stevens 
USHERS:   Rusty Koll/Bob Paige 
LITURGIST: Doreen Smith 
NURSERY:  Bill/Michelle Seipel 
COFFEE BAR: High School SS 
SS AIDES: Kelli Miller/Lexi 
Claerhout/Diane Malott 

November 15, 2015 
GREETERS: Doug/Traci Whitney 
USHERS: Lavonne Rushing/Janet 
Vallas 
LITURGIST: Debbie Nelson-Watkins 
NURSERY: Amanda Howard/Cathy 
Ekstrand 
COFFEE BAR: Need Volunteer 
SS AIDES: Alicia Provence, Sherri 
Kosowski, Deb Morse  

November 22, 2015 
GREETERS: Jennifer Wilson/Veva 
Windish 
USHERS: Brad Crisco/Doug Whitney 
LITURGIST: Joe Webel 
NURSERY: Jill Crisco/Emily Roberts 
COFFEE BAR: Need Volunteer 
SS AIDES:   Amanda Howard/Angie 
Ladd/Molly Rushing 

November 29, 2015 
GREETERS: Gene/Patty Gibson 
USHERS: Don/Marge Haahn 
LITURGIST: Curt Webster 
NURSERY: Lisa Doubet/Katie Parm 
COFFEE BAR: Need Volunteer 
SS AIDES: Jill Crisco/Julie 
Asplund/Carrie Koll 
 
 
 

10:30AM SERVICE 
November 1, 2015 
GREETERS: Karen Prouty/Becky 
Bledsoe 
USHERS: Chuck/Connie Johnston 
LITURGIST: Mary Howard 
ACOLYTES: Clara/Eli Asplund 
NURSERY: Alana/Katie Parm 
COUNTERS: Alana Parm/Celene Duley 
November 8, 2015 
GREETERS: Bobbi Staples/Bev Keefer 
USHERS: Mary Howard/Charlotte 
Haley 
LITURGIST: Chris Stevens 
ACOLYTES: Brandon/Averie Gilstrap 
NURSERY: Angie/Catie Tracy 
COUNTERS: Kane’s 

November 15, 2015 
GREETERS: Dan/Pat Keefer 
USHERS: Chris Stevens/Mary Nell 
Simpson 
LITURGIST: Celene Duley 
ACOLYTES:  Matthew/Melody Glenn 
NURSERY: Nancy Davis/Megan 
Perryman 
COUNTERS: Ruth Arnold/Diana Ladd 

November 22, 2015 

GREETERS: Meade/Betty 
Montgomery 
USHERS: Tom Morse/Erik Davis 
LITURGIST: Mary Nell Simpson 
ACOLYTES:  Craig Ramirez/Griff 
Wagner 
NURSERY: Celene Duley/Amanda 
Howard 
COUNTERS: Alana Parm/Celene 
Duley 
 

November 29, 2015 
GREETERS: Al/Evelyn Dorich 
USHERS: Chuck/Connie Johnston 
LITURGIST:  Laura Stewart 
ACOLYTES:  Gracie Potts/Anna 
Webel 
NURSERY:  Shelli/Nicole Shoop 
COUNTERS: Kane’s 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


