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Prayer Blankets 

Bible Presentation 

Please join us Sunday, October 4th at the 9:00 service, as we 

present Bibles to our 5th graders. This is a fall 

tradition to help our children grow in their 

faith and continue learning God’s word.  

Bibles are also available to older students that 

are new to our church and do not have a Bible.  

 

Several years ago, a group of junior high youth students started a 

prayer blanket mission. Our last blanket was delivered in August 2015.  

We decided to celebrate the start of Sunday school by making more of 

these blankets and remind others that this blanket mission is still alive.  

 

The blankets are made for those who are going through trying times 

such as dealing with cancer or other illnesses, death of a loved one or 

personal stresses in life and need extra prayers.  When a blanket is 

requested, students gather together with the blanket to say prayers for 

the person in need. It is then delivered in hopes that it gives the person 

confidence in the support of others and that the results are up to God; 

that even though God is invisible, He is in control. Encouragement that 

this blanket, along with prayers, will remind them that God will keep 

them in His care.  A blanket request may be made at the office or 

through one of the Sunday school teachers. 

Elmwood’s annual 
Trunk or Treat event 

will be on Sunday, 
October 25 from 4pm 
to 6pm.  There will be 

hot dogs, chips and hot 
chocolate, bouncy 
houses and all the 
candy you can eat!  

Come out and decorate 
your trunk.  It’s 

guaranteed to be a 
spook-tacular time!!  

Trunk or 
Treat 
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Heritage Sunday 

Fall in our farming community reminds us of bringing in the harvest and participating in a 
homecoming.  Revisiting our history is a part of this event. 

Our church plans to celebrate a homecoming on Sunday, October 25, 2015.  We will have a 
service followed by a potluck.  The history of our church will be displayed as a reminder of 
where we come from and what we have accomplished. 

We would like everyone to contact anyone who was a past member of our congregation and 
invite them to join us on the 25th.  Please include anyone who is new to our congregation also.   

Hope to have you with us! 

Couples Fellowship:   

It’s that wonderful time of year again!  Calling all couples to roundup and begin this fall with a 
smoking good time! We are going to reunite at the home of Lawrence & Karla Kane on 
Saturday, October 24 at 6:00 p.m. We would like you to please join us for devotions, food, 
fellowship, and fun! We invite any couple to join us for a great evening as we experience God 
in a special way! 

Peace,  Debbie Nelson-Watkins 

UMW:   

The invitations are out for our guest night candle light dinner.  It will be held on Thursday, 
October 8 at 6:30pm.  We invite the women from the other Elmwood churches and several 
area Methodist churches.  We hope that you put this on your calendar and join us.  We ask the 
women from our church bring a salad or dessert and a friend or relative.   

We are also working on our fall bazaar.  We will again have baskets fro a silent auction.  If you 
have a basket to contribute, please let me know.  We would like to have them available before 
Sunday, November 1.  The bazaar will be held November 14 from 8:30am until 2:00pm.  

Our next UMW meeting will be October 13 at 9:30am.  Devotions and program by Chris 
Stevens and social time by Lavonne Haney. 

         In God’s Love –  

Carol Kempe, President 
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byline 
Dolor Sit Amet 

“Let God Lead” 

Stewardship Sermon Series: 

 
October 4th 
Sermon Title:  In Prayer:  Let God Lead 
Scripture:  Psalm 103:1 
 
October 11th 
Sermon Title:  In Daily Labors:  Let God Lead 
Scripture:  Romans 12:1–2 
 
October 18th 
Sermon Title:  In Generosity:  Let God Lead 
Scripture:  Matthew 13:8 

 

What Does God Lead Us Toward? 

This is the question we have been seeking to live into at The United Methodist Church of 
Elmwood. Our theme this fall is “Let God Lead”.  This theme is based in the following passage, 
“You shall take some of the first of the ground…and you shall put it in a basket and go to the 
place that the Lord your God will choose as a dwelling for his name.” (Deuteronomy 26:2) 

This fall, we are preparing to serve and witness for God in 2016, through our Stewardship 
campaign. We will continue to explore how God leads us in various ways and conclude with 
our commitment Sunday October 18, 2015, as we celebrate where we have been with God, 
we pray and contemplate where God is leading us to go! 

“Learning to pray, or learning the discipline of discerning is to a great extent a matter of 
training our ‘wanter’ to want the right thing. For many of us, such training doesn’t come 
easily. But the great ‘pray-ers’ urge us to do it regardless and assure us that the work will be 
rewarded. 

So what does God lead us toward? Relationship, our worshipful response, and the 
opportunity to give us more that we might give again.”  

The United Methodist Women  

invite you to attend our  

Annual Candlelight Buffet  

Guest Night 

Thursday, October 8 at 6:30pm 

 

Program will be given by 

Semenya McCord 

 

We hope to see you there! 
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Walking with Jesus 

 

Growing up, Sunday was always the best day of the week.  The day started out with Sunday School at University United 
Methodist Church in Peoria (where I grew up) and ended with family dinner and the “Creature Feature” on WGN TV.  As I 
grew up, church was a very vital part of my life.  From Sunday School to Children’s Choir to Confirmation and Youth Group, my 
evenings and weekends revolved around my church and family.  From an early age, I had a love for music.  I could and would 
sing anything and everything from country to rock, but my favorite songs to sing were the ones at church.  I was very 
fortunate that God sent me a mentor and voice coach in Mrs. Pat Capperrune.  She encouraged me to be the best I could be 
during those early years. I had a wonderful church family, a large and loving family, lots of friends, and the love of God in my 
life.  It would be many years before I realized how blessed I was during those years. 

As I became a young adult, I decided that I didn’t need church anymore.  My new friends didn’t go to church and their lives 
seemed to be just fine.  I began to resent my parents for “forcing” me to attend church when I could be doing so many other 
things that seemed like to much more fun.  As time went on, I made a vow that I would never force my children to attend 
church like my parents did me.  There were more important things in life.  I became caught up in myself and what I thought I 
wanted, pushing my family and old friends away.  I thought I had everything under control.  I decided what I wanted and I 
didn’t need help from anyone, especially God.  I married, had two wonderful daughters, and kept my “vow” to myself that I 
would never force them to go to church. 

Then the life I had woven began to unravel, piece by piece.  Sometimes one thread at a time, sometimes handfuls, but I still 
thought I had it all under control.  I could handle it all.  I still didn’t need any help from anyone.  I was just fine. 

During the girls teenage years, my life changed once again.  I met and began dating a wonderful man, Jarred Kosowski.  I 
began to realize what was missing in my life.  His grandmother’s unconditional love for her family and God began to chip away 
the ice that had surrounded my heart.  I moved to Farmington and returned to church.  I wanted what she had – family, love, 
faith.  But even though I attended church every Sunday, something was still missing.  I was “talking the talk” but not “walking 
the walk” as they say.  Life moved on, as it does.  We lost Grandma.  The girls moved out, one to marriage and one to 
college.  I was actually enjoying the empty house and all the free time I now had and once again I pushed God away for other 
pursuits.  Things were just the way I wanted them. 

October of 2010 the threads of my life once again began to unravel.  I had always believed the saying that God never gives you 
more than you can handle, so I tried to handle what I had been given on my own.  I had believed all my life that I was strong 
and that I did not need help from anyone.  Not my husband, not my family, and especially not God.  In my self centered world, 
I was never to blame for my problems.  Somebody else was to blame for my life falling apart and God became the scapegoat.  I 
was bitter.  I was falling apart. 

I finally broke one day at work.  My co-worker, Charla, helped me pick up the pieces.  She recommended a book her mother 
had given her titled “New Day New You” by Joyce Meyer.  I went out and bought the book.  It sat on my table for a long time 
before I finally picked it up and opened it.  God was once again in my life.  I began to weave the threads of my life back into 
place with God’s help.  The better my life became, the feeling that something very important was missing got stronger and 
stronger.  Once again, God chose to speak to me through someone else – Wayne Dalton.  Wayne knew what was going on in 
my life and encouraged me to come to service at Elmwood United Methodist Church. 

The minute I walked through the door, I felt it.  That feeling you get when you are where you belong.  I was home – in my 
father’s house – and it was as if I had never left.  It’s true, no matter what you have done, you can still come home.  I came 
home after that first service and told my husband that this is where we needed to be.  This was the feeling that I wanted the 
boys, Lee & Luke, to experience.  This was the family that we needed to have in our lives. 

God tried several times to get me to come back home.  I am so glad he didn’t give up on me.  He led me to you.  I am once 
again blessed.            

Sheri Kosowski 
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BIRTHDAYS/ANNIVERSARIES: 

1 Gerri Pettit 

1 Terry Schulz 

1 Owen Thornton 

2 Ryan Potts 

5 Debra Gasparovich 

5 Garrett Webster 

5 Dave & Celene Duley  

7 Kaitlyn Fuller 

8 Vic Ewalt 

9 Caroline & Mary Webel 

11 Bill Seipel 

11 Chuck & Connie Johnston  

14 Rylee Hayworth 

17 Jeremy Dalton 

18 Amy Caulkins 

18 Philip Snodgrass III 

18 Bob & Kim Paige  

19 Dennis Whitehurst 

19 Chris & Michelle Armbruster  

20 Ryan Centers  

23 Larry Ennis 

23 Lawrence Kane 

23 Errol & Donna Brewer  

24 Josh Waite 

25 Jody Centers  

25 Alex Davis 

26 Carol Kemper 

26  Greg Holloway 

27 Vic & Chris Ewalt  

28 Austin Glenn 

28 Will Haskell 

28 Ryan & Rachel Potts  

29 Allen Stenwall 

29 Wayne & Gaye Fleisher  

29 Dick & Gayla Taylor  

30 Cyndi Stenwall 

SERVING ON GOD’S TEAM 

9 A.M. WORSHIP  

October 4, 2015 

GREETERS: Doug/Traci 
Whitney                     

USHERS: Gerri Pettit/Janet Vallas 

LITURGIST: Dean Cantu 

NURSERY:  Bill/Michelle Seipel 

COFFEE BAR: Ramirez Family 

October 11, 2015 

GREETERS: Gerri Pettit/Lexi & Elli 
Claerhout 

USHERS: Kent/Georgia Stevens 

LITURGIST: Chris Ewalt 

NURSERY: Cathy Ekstrand/Hannah 
Parm 

COFFEE BAR: Nancy Davis/Winifred 
Horney 

October 18 

GREETERS: Gene/Peggy Gibson 

USHERS: Don/Marge Haahn 

LITURGIST: Joe Webel 

NURSERY: Jill Crisco/Megan Perryman 

COFFEE BAR: Glenn Family/Nancy 
Rushing 

October 25 

GREETERS: Chuck/Carolyn Stevens 

USHERS: Bob Paige/Kurt Webster 

LITURGIST: Tom Hayes 

NURSERY: Amanda Howard/Lisa 
Doubel 

COFFEE BAR: Need Volunteer 

SERVING ON GOD’S TEAM 

10:30 AM WORSHIP SERVICE 

October 4, 2015 

GREETERS: Karen Prouty/Bev Keefer 

USHERS: Chuck/Connie Johnston 

LITURGIST: Laura Stewart 

ACOLYTES: Craig Ramirez/Griff Wagner 

NURSERY: Amanda Howard/Emily 
Roberts 

COUNTERS: Kanes 

October 11, 2015 

GREETERS: Bobbi Staples/Chris 
Watkins 

USHERS: Tom Morse/Erik Davis 

LITURGIST: Chris Stevens 

ACOLYTES: Elli Claerhout/Etta Wagner 

NURSERY: Nancy Davis/Celene Duley 

COUNTERS: Diana Ladd/Ruth Arnold 

October 18, 2015 

GREETERS: Dan/Pat Keefer 

USHERS: Charlotte Haley/Mary 
Howard 

LITURGIST: Mary Nell Simpson 

ACOLYTES:  Anna/Josie Webel 

NURSERY: Shelli/Nicole Shoop 

COUNTERS: Alana Parm/Denise 
Hayes 

October 25, 2015 

GREETERS: Al/Evelyn Dorich 

USHERS: Chris Stevens/Mary Nell 
Simpson 

LITURGIST: Mary Howard 

ACOLYTES:  Adeline Webster/Megan 
Johnson 

NURSERY: Alana/Katie Parm 

COUNTERS: Kanes 

 

ATTENTION: If you are unable to serve on 
the day given, find someone from the list to 
trade with.  Please advise Gerri Pettit or the 
office or Alana Parm or Amanda Howard 
(nursery) if you no longer wish to serve or if 
you wish to add your name to the list and 
which service you attend.  THANK YOU. 
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