
  

  

 

 

 
 

                         

 

UMW NEWS 

It’s October and we have a busy month ahead. First, 

I want to thank everyone who brought food or helped 

at the two funeral dinners we served last month.  It 

helps so much. 

Our next UMW meeting will be on October 10 at 

9:30am.  The coffee will be served by Winifred 

Horney and the program by Connie Dalton.  The 

Morning Circle will be on October 17 at 9:30am.  

Evening Circle will meet October 23 at 7:00pm.  We 

will be putting together our jar mixes for the fall fair, 

so don’t forget your contributions! 

Guest Night will be October 12 at 6:30.  We invite the 

women from all Elmwood churches and those for 

several surrounding Methodist churches.  We do ask 

the women from our church to bring a salad or 

dessert to share.  Everyone is welcome. Mark 

Kemper needs men to help serving the dinner. Let 

him know if you can help. 

On Saturday, October 28 we host our District 

Officers Update And Personal Growth Programs. 

The hours are 9am to 12:30pm.  We will be serving 

breakfast – coffee cake and fruit.  All our local 

officers should attend but everyone can attend, the 

seminar is always interesting.   

If you are making a basket for the silent auction at 

the Fall Fair, it should be at the church before 9am 

on October 29.  That is two Sundays before our 

bazaar on November 11.  There will be more 

information and posters out soon – but, yes, there 

will be a granny’s attic. 

We hope that you will join us and/or help in any way 

you can!    

Blessings, President - Carol Kemper 

 

Charge Conference 
 

Charge Conference is Saturday, October 28 at 
9:00am. at the church in the sanctuary. All committee 
members are encouraged to be at the Conference.  
Active members are also welcome to meet the new 
District Superintendent.   
 
The UMW has the rest of the building for a District 
training event.   

 

 

The Beacon 
 

October 2017 

 

It’s that time again!!  Truck or Treat will be on 

October 29 at 4:00pm.   

Our church, as usual, is in charge of the hot 

dogs.  We are needing 50 packages this year, 

we ran out early last year!!  There is a sign-up 

sheet in the narthex.  

We are also looking for trunks.   It is a blast 

seeing all of the little ones dressed up and 

excited about being there.  Come on and bring 

your trunk!  Start out with one large bag of 

candy…refills will be provided during the 

evening. 

Hope to see you there!! 

 



                                      

 

Greetings friends in the Holy Name of Jesus Christ! 
 
This is an awesome time of year. But, it also kinda drives people crazy. On one hand you have cooler weather, 
football season and colorful leaves. On the other hand, you’ve got busy school schedules, extra activities, Spoon 
River Drive and holiday planning. Halloween to Christmas is one of the busiest times of the year and, on top of all 
that, I still need to get to church and Sunday school! 
 
The holiday to remind us to be thankful turns into family drama. Celebrating the birth of Jesus is the time we shop 
for people we don’t really like. We stress out over what to buy for the person who has it all… we encounter house 
guests, credit card bills, school plays, and needing to be in two places at one time! Then there is that pesky pastor 
that keep reminding me to go to church! (As I’m writing this I’m imaging that piano music from Charlie Brown and 
people running around in double time).  So what do you do when you feel overwhelmed? What happens when 
you’ve got too much going on and you’re not sure how much more you can take? You’re STRESS OUT, Right?  
That is why I am offering a short small group study on handling Stress for the Holidays. It is just 4 weeks during 
November (4 hours total - 1 hour each week) Sunday nights at an easy, convenient time and guaranteed to be 
relaxing, refreshing and gives you the tools to face the stress of the next couple of months. I confess I don’t 
hav`1e it all figured out, but I do want to offer a few pastoral suggestions if that’s okay to start us off. 
 
Here it goes… 
 
#1. You don’t have to do it all. 
Your children are not going to be scarred for life if they don’t get what the neighbors kids get. You’re not going to 
get fired if you don’t attend the 36 office parties, and it’s even okay to miss out on a church activity or two. When 
the new year rolls around, it’s more important to have your sanity than to have attended every single thing. 
However, it is important to tend your body, mind and soul. Worship, prayer and daily devotions are important and 
build you up spiritually and that leads me to #2. 
 
#2.Take some time for yourself. 
It’s not selfish to take care of yourself. After all, there’s a reason they tell you to put the oxygen mask over your 
own face first on a plain if there is an emergency. If you’re out of control, you won’t be in any position to help 
anyone. So don’t be afraid to take an afternoon, a weekend or a night for yourself. Go ahead and put it on the 
calendar and don’t apologize for it. Trust God. Psalm 46:10 says Be still, and know that I am God. Take time to be 
still before the Lord. 
 
#3. Remember the point. 
Let Thanksgiving be a time for giving thanks, not for getting the recipe just right, but for the blessings God had 
provided. Let Halloween be fun for your kids - don’t forget Trunk or Treat! You don’t even need to cook dinner - 
just come and have fun. May I suggest that you take time to read the Christmas story (Luke 2:1-20) and reflect on 
God’s grace at Christmas. When you find yourself stressed because of the schedule, hit the pause button and 
think about why you’re doing it all in the first place. I promise that the Christmas Eve service this year will be 
unlike anything before. 
 
If you’re feeling overwhelmed, Just stop and focus on the Lord Jesus. Maybe this will give you a spiritual 
perspective of what is happening around you. I hope this little message encourages you during this busy season. 

FYI: November sermons will focus on prayer. I am calling it “Empower Your Day with Prayer” , a simple 12 word 
prayer anyone can pray! 
 
 

God bless! 
Pastor Dave. (PD) 

                                       



 
 

 
 
 
 

 

UPCOMING SERMON SERIES 
 

Oct 8, 2017 
Message: Teen Challenge 
 
Oct 15, 2017 
Message: Ghosts (part 1): Fear of Your Past 
Text: 2 Corinthians 5:16-17 
Theme: Faith, Commitment, Forgiveness, 
Trust 
 
Oct 22, 2017 
Message:  Ghosts (part 2): Fear of Failure 
Text:  Matthew 19:16-26 
 
Oct 29, 2017 
Message: Christians Are Like Pumpkins 
Text: Acts 17:22-31 
 

 

 

It’s packing Christmas shoe box time again… 

Time keeps marching on and soon we will be 

packing the Christmas Shoe Boxes for Operation 

Christmas Child.  On November 13, our Sunday 

School classes and anyone who would like to help 

will begin packing at 9:00 am and pack until 

finished. We have the pre-printed cardboard 

boxes available if you would like to pack your own. 

Your contributions would be greatly appreciated 

and you can put them in a collection box in the 

church narthex beginning October 8. A suggested 

list of items will also be available.  If shopping isn’t 

in your schedule and you would like to donate, we 

can shop for you or use your donation for freight. 

New this year… 

 NO toothpaste or candy (Due to customs 

 regulations) 

 $9 Donation per box (covers freight, 

 booklets in child’s language, and ministry 

 classes) 

 Plastic OCC shoe boxes are available at 

 Hobby Lobby 

There will be more detailed information in the 

bulletin and in a display in the narthex beginning 

October 8.  If you would like to help or need more 

information, contact Karla Kane at 309-231-3084. 

Thank you for your service to children all over the 

world. 

Karla 

 



 

 

Happy Fall ya'll! I can’t even believe we are already in October! This is going to be a busy month but full of fun!!!  

 
Sunday school has started back up and we have made a couple minor changes. The classes have been re-
organized and are now grouped as followed: 
 
 Pre K & K:  Connie Johnston and Lexi Claerhout 
 1st-3rd:  Cheryl Whitehurst and Kelly Hoffman 
 4th-5th:  Emily and Michala Schauble 
 6th-8th:  Lori Johnson and Karla Kane 
 High School: Linda Pyell 
 
We are in need of Sunday School aides for one Sunday a month, so please let us know if you can help.  
 
Here are some important save the dates for this month: 
 

 J-Walkers and God Squad Fundraiser will be on October 28th. We will be making caramel apples and 
selling them at church and for Trunk or Treat. We will need all hands on deck, so please let us know if you 
could donate your time and any supplies needed. 

 
 Trunk-Or-Treat will be held on October 29th. The youth groups are going to be working together to have a 

car at the event. Please let us know if you are interested! We need to find a theme, so put your thinking 
caps on!!! 

 
We are looking forward to this busy month ahead!  
 

God Bless! 
Kelly and Emily 

 
 

 

Couples Gathering 
 
Growing your marriage, sharing fellowship with other couples. You are invited to share in a monthly message 
with food and fun, helping to make our marriages even stronger. 
 
So here’s the deal:  All couples are invited (so that means you can bring another couple with you) to the home of 
Lawrence and Karla Kane on October 21st at 4:00 for a wiener roast.  If it is raining, we can move indoors. We’ll 
supply the hot dogs, buns, drinks and table service; please bring your lawn chair and a dish to share. We’ll enjoy 
a devotion and fall wiener roast. We’ll take some time for future suggestions for the group and hopefully plan a 
schedule.  It would be great to see this as a group effort. 
 
Please RSVP to Linda Pyell (309) 337-5729 or Karla Kane (309) 231-3084 

 
Blessings! 

Karla Kane and Linda Pyell 
 



Scenes from  

C.S.I. 2017 
 

            
    

                     Minor Home Repairs        Made Prayer Blankets 

             

                                                              Yard Cleanup 

                 

      Free Car Wash 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                 

      

 

 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS AND 

ANNIVERSARIES 

1 Gerri Pettit 
1 Terry Schulz 
1 Owen Thornton 
2 Ryan Potts 
5 Debra Gasparovich 
5 Garrett Webster 
5 Dave & Celene Duley 
 Anniversary 
7 Kaitlyn Fuller 
8 Vic Ewalt 
8 Brandon Provence 
9 Caroline & Mary Webel 
11 Bill Seipel 
11 Chuck & Connie 
 Johnston Anniversary 
14 Rylee Hayworth 
14 Lucas Kosowski 
17 Jeremy Dalton 
18 Amy Caulkins 
18 Bob & Kim Paige 
 Anniversary 
19 Dennis Whitehurst 
19 Chris & Michelle 
 Armbruster Anniversary 
20 Ryan Centers  
23 Larry Ennis 
23 Lawrence Kane 
23 Errol & Donna Brewer 
 Anniversary 
24 Jonathan Bryant 
24 Josh Waite 
25 Jody Centers  
25 Alex Davis 
26 Carol Kemper 
26  Greg Holloway 
27 Vic & Chris Ewalt 
 Anniversary 
27 Brooks Cummings 
28 Austin Glenn 
28 Will Haskell 
28 Ryan & Rachel Potts 
 Anniversary 
29 Dick & Gayla Taylor 
 Anniversary 
31 Sheri Kosowski 
 
 

SERVING ON GOD’S TEAM 

9 A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE 

October 8, 2017 
GREETERS: Gail Sprout/Laurie Leadley 
USHERS: Bob Paige/Rusty Koll 
LITURGIST:  
NURSERY: Janelle Schrodt 
ACOLYTES: Lee Kosowski/Rachel Link 
COFFEE BAR: Need Volunteer 
VIDEO:  Jason Hahn 
MUSICIANS: Closer to Free 
 
October 15, 2017  
GREETERS: Brett/Amanda Morse 
USHERS: Sara Kane/Denise Hayes 
LITURGIST: Joe Webel 
NURSERY: Gene Gibson/Laurie Leadley 
ACOLYTES: Ian Smith/Audrina Begner 
COFFEE BAR: Need Volunteer 
VIDEO:  Kent Stevens 
MUSICIANS:  New Day Worship Team 
 
October 22, 2017 
GREETERS: Chuck/Carolyn Stevens 
USHERS: Kent/Georgia Stevens 
LITURGIST: Doreen Smith 
NURSERY: Lexi/Ellie Claerhout 
ACOLYTES: Destiny Foster/Katy German 
COFFEE BAR: Need Volunteer 
VIDEO:  Aaron Miller 
MUSICIANS:  Closer to Free 
 
October 29, 2017 
GREETERS: Roland/Cathy Ekstrand                 
USHERS: Curtis Smith/Kurt Webster 
LITURGIST: Emily Webel 
NURSERY: Michala Schauble/ 
        Megan Perryman 
ACOLYTES: Josie/Amelia Webel 
COFFEE BAR: Need Volunteer 
VIDEO:  Chuck Stevens 
MUSICIANS:  New Day Worship Team 
 

SERVING ON GOD’S TEAM 

10:30 A.M. Worship Service 

October 8, 2017 
GREETERS: Winifred Horney/Nancy Davis 
USHERS: Mary Howard/Charlotte Haley 
LITURGIST:  
ACOLYTES: Lee Kosowski/Rachel Link 
PIANIST/ORGANIST: Charlotte Booth 
NURSERY: Shelli/Nicole Shoop 
COUNTERS: Kanes 
 
October15, 2017 
GREETERS: Nancy Wilson/Cheryl Whitehurst 
USHERS:  Chuck/Connie Johnston 
LITURGIST: Mary Howard 
ACOLYTES: Ian Smith/Audrina Begner 
PIANIST/ORGANIST:  Kris Petermeyer 
NURSERY: Alana Parm/Celene Duley 
COUNTERS: Alana Parm/Celene Duley 
 
October 22, 2017 
GREETERS: Meade/Betty Montgomery 
USHERS: Larry Cox/Tom Morse 
LITURGIST: Karla Kane 
ACOLYTES: Baron/Cassidy Case 
PIANIST/ORGANIST:  Charlotte Booth 
NURSERY: Destiny Foster/Katy German 
COUNTERS: Ruth Arnold/Diana Ladd 
 
October 29, 2017 
GREETERS:  Joanne Endres/ 
 Peggy Harding     
USHERS: Mary Nell Simpson/Chris Stevens 
LITURGIST: Celene Duley 
ACOLYTES: Josie/Amelia Webel 
PIANIST/ORGANIST: Vic Ewalt 
NURSERY: Bill/Michelle Seipel 
COUNTERS: Kanes 
 

 

 


