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UMW NEWS
Welcome fall with beautiful colors and cool
temperatures! We are gearing up for Guest Night
and our Fall Fair!
Here are some dates to remember:
October 8 – UMW Meeting at 9:30am - Lavonne
Haney will serve coffee, Celene Duley will do the
program.
October 10 – UMW Guest Night. Ladies of our
church are asked to bring a salad or dessert.
October 15 – UMW Morning Circle will meet at the
home of Carolyn Stevens at 9:30am.
October 21 – UMW Evening Circle will meet at the
church at 7:00pm.
November 9 - Fall Fair will be at the church from
10am to 1:30pm
Blessings,
Carol Kemper and Rene’ Schulz

Fit for God has grown!! We began with 4 – 6 ladies,
now we have 10 – 12. Praise be to God! This ministry
not only helps our physical body, but we make new
friends and renew old friendships. We laugh, we praise
God through our music and devotions.
All ladies are welcome! We now meet in the Fellowship
Hall on Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 8am to
9am. Enter through the front kitchen door.
No experience required! Wear comfortable clothing and
shoes. Easy to follow moves. Bring water to stay
hydrated and light weights if you have them. Join us!
Questions? Contact Rene’ Schulz 309-696-6174 or @
tbearschulz@gmail.com
Blessings!

Spares and Pairs
November 2
(following Connected Service)

6:00pm

Saturday Evening Service
October 5 * 5:00pm
Simple – Meaningful - Fun

Join us for food, fellowship and fun &
games. Bring your favorite game to
share! Couples and singles invited!
(no childcare provided)

Pastor’s Page
Greetings friends in the Holy Name of Jesus Christ.
Fall is here dear Friends in Christ. Over the past several days, as I have made my commute to Peoria Hospitals or
other assignments taking me along Route 8. I’ve been aware of farmers out in their fields beginning to harvest the
crops. I am amazed how fast the crops grew after they were planted, been such a late spring planting happened
because of the wet conditions. I enjoy watching the progress as they cut the beans and pick the corn. I see many
fields that are not quite ready it's going to be a late harvest season this year. I am also not surprised as I see the
trees slowly turning their leaves. It doesn't quite feel like fall yet, with temperatures in the upper 80s and lower 90s
right now. However, it won’t be long before the leaves take on the spectacular colors of the season. There's so
much going on, Spoon River Scenic Drive will be in full swing soon and so many other fall events are taking up
space on our calendars. The church calendar is beginning to fill up also as we move toward the end of the year.
There is always so much to think about and plan in the fall: the 2019 Church Budget, finding persons to serve on
the various committees, Halloween Trunk or Treat, Charge Conference, Thanksgiving, Advent and
Christmas…and the list goes on.
At the same time, our personal calendars also have a way of filling up and we soon feel like we are losing control.
We celebrated Back To Church Sunday on September 22. This is a little later than normal but, because of
several other special events, we moved it a little farther and gave folks a little more opportunity to get back into the
swing of things from all the summer activities, vacations, getaways and excursions. The message and the theme
was about being together. It's really important that we as a church stay together especially in such a divisive
world. As we journey through the remaining three months, I think we must be careful lest we get so caught up in
the busyness, the stress, turmoil and confusion we forget to focus on God and His love and grace. So before you
begin to feel overwhelmed, take time to focus on God and give Him all honor, glory and praise. With all that said, I
share a prayer I came across this a few years ago which I hope you will find helpful.
“A PEACEFUL PAUSE Written by: Pastor Keith R. Schreffler
Loving God, It is early in the morning and darkness still surrounds me. The birds are not yet singing their songs of
praise as the first glimmers of the sun have not broken the horizon. How good it is to spend a few moments at the
beginning of this day, Lord, in Your presence, focusing on You and giving You my undivided attention. I lie here in
anticipation of what this day will bring---its blessings, its challenges, its opportunities and, yes, its trials. I look
forward in faith, Lord, and as I do I am reminded of a definition of faith I saw a few years ago: “Faith is the bird that
feels the light and sings to greet the dawn while it is still dark”. Oh Lord, may the faith of Your people be such that
we, too, can sense the coming light of this day and sing our songs of praise as the sun begins to rise. Lord, as the
events of this day make themselves known, may we never forget your faithfulness and your promise to always be
with us! May we stand on the solid rock of Jesus Christ this day as we sense the light of His love surrounding us!
Lord, we also know there are those who have lost hope, who have not experienced a restful night of renewal,
whose faith may have been shattered by the events of days gone by! We know, Lord, You are there for them, too,
and we pray this day that they may seek You with their whole heart and find You. And, Lord, help us reach out to
one another with actions and words of kindness, actions and words of love, and actions and words of
encouragement as we encounter those who may be struggling with their faith and those who have not yet come to
know you as their personal Lord and Savior! In the name of Jesus Christ we pray, Amen!
By remaining focused on what is really important in our life, by putting God first over other things we keep
balance. May God's peace fill you. May the joy of the season and encourage your heart. May the grace and the
peace of God bless you this day.
Blessings
PD.

October
Sermon Series
October 6 – What Disciples Do
(Seek People for Christ & Church)
Luke 15:1 - 10
October 13 – What Disciples Do
(Make the Best of “Babylon”)
Jeremiah 29:1, 4 - 7

Saturday,
November 9, 2019
10:00am to 1:30pm

October 20– What Disciples Do
(Resist Greed)
Luke 16:1 - 13

Fellowship Hall

October 27– What Disciples Do
(Practice Generosity)
1 Timothy 6:6 - 19

Continental Breakfast:
10 to 11am
Lunch:
11am – 1:30pm
Homemade vegetable soup
maidrites, dessert, and drink

Needlework - Baked Goods
– Crafts – Silent Auction

Pettit Family
Scholarship Memorial
Breakfast
in memory of Kimi & John Pettit
Saturday, October5 & 12
United Methodist Church of Elmwood
6:30am – 10:00am

UMW Guest Night
All ladies are invited to bring a friend

Free Will offering

on October 10 at 6:30pm to Guest Night!

Biscuits and gravy, pancakes, fruit, coffee,
juice and milk

Salad Supper and dessert will be served

The Pettit family lost 2 children, Kimi age 19
and John age 36. The money raised will go to
a memorial scholarship give each year to an
Elmwood High School Graduate.
Hope to see you there!!!

followed by Christian author and
speaker Cathy Bowen. Cathy wrote “I
Am A Dirt Sandwich” among others. It
is sure to be a great program and a
great night of fellowship.
Please join us!

Grades 7-12
On September 8, Youth Group had the second meeting of the year. Fourteen youth and four adults
visited Kartville for an afternoon of Fellowship, go-karts, mini golf, batting cages, and dune buggies. We
had a great time and look forward to our next meeting on October 6, from 4:00-5:30 at church. Come for
treats, fellowship, devotion and fun. Bring a pumpkin and carving tools (if you have them) for fall fun.

We are so blessed to say that we have 9 students signed up for our 2020 Mission Team. Seven of eight
students are returning for a second year and we’ve added two new ones. (We lost one student to a
scheduling conflict.) PD and Lori are attending the trip as adult leaders again in 2020.
We’ve kicked off our year with two fundraisers. One is our card sales that occur on most Sundays. The
second are donation letters that are sent or will be sent soon by our team members. Our fundraising
need of this year is over $4000. Half of this is to be paid by the team members and the other half will be
raised thru donations from the letters, card sales, a sandwich sale in December, and other fundraisers
as needed.
Our first team meeting was held on September 15. We attended “Overcomer” at the movie theatre in
Elmwood. Our next meeting will be held at church on October 20th, from 4:00-5:00.
Thank you for your prayers and support. If you’d like to make a financial contribution to our team,
please see, text, or call Lori Johnson, 309-231-1580.

SERVING ON GOD’S TEAM

SERVING ON GOD’S TEAM

9 A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE

10:30 A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE

October 6, 2019
9 am
GREETERS: Don/Michelle Forrest
USHERS:
Lawrence/Karla Kane
LITURGIST:
Doreen Smith
ACOLYTES:
Ashlyn Brewer/Ashlynn McFarland
COMMUNION: Nancy Davis/Emily Roberts
NURSERY:
Janelle McFarland/Melody Glenn
COFFEE BAR:

October 6, 2019
GREETERS: Karen Prouty/Chris Stevens
USHERS:
Chuck/Connie Johnston
LITURGIST:
Nancy Davis
ACOLYTES:
Ashlyn Brewer/Ashlynn McFarland
PIANIST:
Charlotte Booth
NURSERY:
Angie Ladd
COUNTERS: Kanes

October 13, 2019
GREETERS: Doug/Traci Whitney
USHERS:
Bob Paige/Rusty Koll
LITURGIST:
Kurt Webster
ACOLYTES:
Baron/Cassidy Case
NURSERY:
Megan Perryman/Laurie Leadley
COFFEE BAR:

October 13, 2019
GREETERS: Charlotte Booth/Winifred Horney
USHERS:
Charlotte Haley/Chris Stevens
LITURGIST:
Mary Nell Simpson
ACOLYTES:
Baron/Cassidy Case
PIANIST:
Kris Petermeyer
NURSERY:
Alana Parm/Celene Duley
COUNTERS: Alana Parm/Celene Duley

October 20, 2019
GREETERS: Roland/Cathy Ekstrand
USHERS:
Janet Vallas/Laurie Leadley
LITURGIST:
Cathy Ekstrand
ACOLYTES:
Ty/Brinnley McFarland
NURSERY:
Emily Roberts/Laurie Leadley
COFFEE BAR:

October 20, 2019
GREETERS: Ruth Arnold/Diana Ladd
USHERS:
Celene Duley/Tom Morse
LITURGIST:
Mary Howard
ACOLYTES:
Ty/Brinnley McFarland
PIANIST:
Charlotte Booth
NURSERY:
Gene Gibson
COUNTERS: Ruth Arnold/Diana Ladd

October 27, 2019
GREETERS: Gail Sprout/Jennifer Wilson
USHERS:
Kent/Georgia Stevens
LITURGIST:
Don Forrest
ACOLYTES:
Katy German/Addi Powers
NURSERY:
Bill/Michelle Seipel
COFFEE BAR:

October 27, 2019
GREETERS: Joanne Endres/Peggy Harding
USHERS:
Chuck/Connie Johnston
LITURGIST:
Dixie Marsh
ACOLYTES:
Katy German/Addi Powers
PIANIST:
Kris Petermeyer
NURSERY:
Laurie Leadley
COUNTERS: Kanes

October Birthdays and Anniversaries
1
1
2
5
5
5
8
8
9
9
11
11
14
14
15
17
18

Gerri Pettit
Terry Schulz
Ryan Potts
Debra Gasparovich
Garrett Webster
Dave & Celene Duley Anniversary
Vic Ewalt
Brandon Provence
Caroline Webel
Mary Webel
Bill Seipel
Chuck & Connie Johnston Anniversary
Rylee Hayworth
Lucas Kosowski
Mike & Leann Sweeney Anniversary
Jeremy Dalton
Amy Caulkins

18
19
19
23
23
23
24
25
26
26
27
27
28
28
29
31

Bob & Kim Paige Anniversary
Dennis Whitehurst
Chris & Michelle Armbruster Anniversary
Larry Ennis
Lawrence Kane
Errol & Donna Brewer Anniversary
Jonathan Bryant
Alex Davis
Carol Kemper
Greg Holloway
Vic & Chris Ewalt Anniversary
Brooks Cummings
Austin Glenn
Ryan & Rachel Potts Anniversary
Dick & Gayla Taylor Anniversary
Sheri Kosowski

