
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

   

   

1 Gerri Pettit 

1 Terry Schulz 

2 Ryan Potts 

      5        Debra Gasparovich 
      5       Garrett Webster 
      5           Dave & Celene Duley Anniversary 
      8       Vic Ewalt 
      8       Brandon Provence 
      9           Carolyn Webel 
      11         Bill Seipel 
      11         Chuck Johnson 
      14         Rylee Hayworth 
      14         Lucas Kosowski 
      15         Mike & Leann Sweeney Anniversary 
      17        Jeremy Dalton 

 

      18        Amy Caulkins    
      18        Bob & Kim Paige Anniversary 
      19        Dennis Whitehurst 
      19        Chris & Michelle Armbruster Anniversary 
      23        Larry Ennis 
      23        Lawrence Kane 
      24        Jonathan Bryant 
      25        Alex Davis 
      26        Carol Kemper 
      26        Greg Holloway 
      27        Vic & Chris Ewalt Anniversary 
      27        Brooks Cummings 
      28        Austin Glenn 
      28        Ryan & Rachel Potts Anniversary 
      29        Dick & Gayla Taylor Anniversary 
     31      Sheri Kosowski 

  

  

 
 

October Birthdays and Anniversaries 

The Beacon 

October 2021 

UMW NEWS 
 

Our monthly meeting will be Tuesday, October 12th at 9:30 am in the Church’s Fellowship 
Hall .  
 
Renee Schulz is providing the program and Carolyn Stevens the coffee. 
 
Please plan to attend  because we will be discussing the Bazaar,  scheduled for Saturday, 
November 13th. 
 
October’s morning circle will be at Carolyn Stevens’ house on Tuesday, October 19th at 9:30 
am.  Please be at the Church by  9:15 am if you plan to carpool. 
 
Our November meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, November 9th at 9:30 am in the Church’s 
Fellowship Hall.  
         Carol Kemper 
 
     
Philippians 4:13 – “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” 

 
 
 
 
     
 
 
   
 

 
 



                                                   

 
 

Greetings Church and friends in the name of Jesus Christ. 

 

Fall is most definitely here! You can tell by the chill in the air, the way the sky looks, the sound of 

dry leaves, and of course seeing the fields empty from harvest. So much activity and opportunities 

during this fall season. Unlike last year were practically everything was canceled. We are seeing a 

great opportunity of beginning again in a season that's ending. It's an exciting time in our 

communities and it is an exciting time in the Church. 

 

What’s your dream? Do you have one?? I think we all have a dream of something. I don’t mean the 

‘Oh, I’d love to visit Australia’ kind of dream. Nor the ‘I wish I were beautiful, popular, and skinny 

like celebrity so-and-so kind of dream’. Those are either not really that important (no offense to 

Australians – though I’m sure it is beautiful, it probably won’t make or break your life); or 

completely unrealistic (no offense to any of us present, but none of us are tabloid celebrities, and we 

can add that to the list of things for which we are thankful). When I ask, ‘What’s your dream?’ I’m 

asking what is it that when you imagine it as a real possibility in your life, grabs hold of your head 

and your heart? What is it that, when you imagine it, makes you say a big yes and sparks your 

thinking and makes you want to jump up and do something? 

 

I think every pastor's dream is to have a congregation filled every Sunday morning. Not for them to 

hear the sermon but for them to be filled with the heart of praise and worship to God. I think every 

pastor wants to see every Sunday School room filled, or people are serving and not complaining 

about serving. Where people enthusiastically say yes when asked to serve and help. It's a big dream. 

It's a dream that Jesus had for the Church what he called the kingdom of God for us to live in. The 

folks here at the Elmwood United Methodist Church have a servant’s heart, have a generous spirit, 

and open themselves to the opportunity to do something new and different right here in this 

community. But since COVID-19 we have witnessed a huge reduction in volunteering and 

willingness to help. I think Covid has stifled our vision of what the church is to be. Do you share 

those same dreams?  That the congregation is filled with people that love the Lord and are open to 

serve. What I want to invite us to do is to think about where we can be a part of something bigger 

than ourselves. So, we begin again this fall. I invite you to share my dreams, because to be 

completely honest I don’t think they are just my dreams for us, I think they are God’s dreams for us.  

I get excited when I imagine that I would be part of this community shaped by these dreams, a people 

where we all say a single day in your courts (Lord) is better than a thousand anywhere else! (Ps 

84:10); where whatever we do or say, we do (with excellence) as a representative of the Lord Jesus 

(Col 3:17); where we rejoice in (God’s) word like one who discovers a great treasure (Ps 119:162), 

and where we gladly and eagerly Go and make disciples (Matt 28:19). 

 

And then we see God’s Kingdom come. Will you join me? 
 
 

 

Blessings in Christ!  PD. 
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Cheeseburger Chowder 

 

½ lb Hamburger    ¾ Cup Onion 

4  Tblsp. Butter, divided   2 Cloves Garlic 

1  Cup Carrots    ¼ Cup Flour 

1  tsp Basil     1 ½ Cups 

       Evaporated Milk 

1 tsp Parsley      12 oz Velveeta 

3 Cups Chicken Broth     ¼ tsp salt 

4 Cups potatoes      ¼ tsp pepper 

¼ Cup Sour Cream 

 

Brown beef and onion.  Set aside.  In 1 

Tablespoon of butter saute carrots, garlic, 

basil, and parsley.  Add broth, beef, and 

potatoes.  Bring to boil.  Reduce Heat and 

cover, simmer 15-20 min.  Melt remaining 

butter in skillet, add flour, cook 3-5 min.  

Gradually add evaporated min.  Cook 6-8 min. 

Gradually add the cheese, pepper, and salt.  

Remove from eat and add sour cream. 

 

This is a thick, and hearty soup. 

 
      

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

**If anyone has a recipe they would like to 

share, please email the office at: 

umchurch@elmwoodumc.com 

 

The first known U.S. delivery of a meal supporting 

seniors to extend their independence and health was by 

a small group of citizens of Philadelphia in 1954.  

Delivering nutritious meals is not the only blessing that 

Meals on Wheels provides homebound seniors or 

disabled individuals. It can reduce the social isolation 

that some feel. Many recipients live alone and 

sometimes the delivery person may be the only person 

they see that day. With the frequency of visits 

(Monday/Wednesday/Friday) health and wellness 

concerns could be discovered and addressed before 

they become critical.  

Our local Meals on Wheels is currently in desperate 

need of volunteers to help in the delivery of meals. The 

routes are Yates City and Elmwood. The Elmwood route 

presently has twelve deliveries, and the Yates City route  

has nine deliveries. Meals are delivered on Monday, 

Wednesday, and Friday mornings. The time it takes to 

deliver these routes vary on how much time you visit with 

a recipient. They may take anywhere from 45 minutes to 

an hour to complete each route.  

A testimony received from a volunteer 

delivery person:   

“My husband and I deliver the Yates City 

route every other Monday. It takes us about an hour, 

and we are home. It takes little time, but it brings 

such blessings.”   

 

Schedules are prepared in advance, and you can deliver 

as many times a month as you want. You could decide 

to just deliver two Wednesdays a month or only one 

Friday a month. You do not have to commit to any more 

than you are willing to do.  

If you feel you cannot help with delivery services, they 

could use help in the kitchen.  Donations of salads and 

desserts are also needed. 

Please consider helping with this essential service. You 

can call Bob Paige at 309-251-6877, Mary McCoy at 

309-338-1776, or the Church Office at 309-742-7221. 

 

 

mailto:umchurch@elmwoodumc.com


 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

Let’s get fit so we can serve!   
 

Monday – Wednesday – Friday 
8am – 9am 

Elmwood UMC Fellowship Hall 
 

JOIN US!   We have “changed up”  our exercise 
routines.  In addition to some of the original 
routines, we are following several different exercise 
videos.  This provides extra cardio and strength 
moves.  Come “sweat” with us! 
 
Please enter through the west door as we did last 
year. Due to the Covid cases rising, please wear 
your mask into the building.  You may remove it 
once you reach your exercise spot.  We will 
continue to social distance. 
 
No experience necessary!  I will show you 
modifications for exercises to address all levels. 
 
Questions?  Please call or text Rene Schulz at 309-
696-6174 or email at tbearschulz@gmail.com 

 
 
 

 

October is pastor appreciation month.  We all appreciate our pastor and his 

family, but in October we can show them just how special they are to us.   

The PasTor Parish relaTion’s CommiTTee will be sending Cards around aT The 

worship services.  Please make sure you sign a card.  Maybe add a short note 

telling the pastor and his family how much they mean to you as an individual.  

Monetary Donations for gifts can also be put in the card, mailed, or dropped off 

at the church office.    



 
 
 
 
Trunk or Treat is back!  October 24 from 4 to 6 PM. At the Elmwood Central Park. (weather permitting) 
 
Please consider decorating a trunk and participating in the Trunk or Treat event this year. It's free to do this, but you must supply your 
own decorations and your own candy.  
 
If you are considering entering the trunk you may win first, second, or third place prize.  
 
The church will be collecting candy starting October 1. Please bring wrapped candy and place it into the container in the foyer. Please 
donate as much as you are able to do. We appreciate this greatly. All candy donated will be given to the Elmwood Ministerial to be 
distributed to replenish the trunks at the event.  If you would like to give financially for the church to buy candy, please consider that. If 
you make a check, make it payable to the EUMC in the memo line please put trunk or treat. 
 
We are asking that everyone attending worship bring one bag of candy. Please and thank you. 
 
The United Methodist Church of Elmwood will be providing and serving hotdogs again.  
 

You DO NOT need to bring donations of hotdogs please  - only candy. 

 
Hotdogs will be cooked at the church as normal starting at 2:30 pm.  Volunteers will begin placing hotdogs into buns and wrapping them 
to  place in thermal bags to keep them warm. All of this will all be done at the church, not at the park. Thermal bags will be taken to the 
park where a table will be set up for the distribution and handing out of hotdogs. Hotdogs will be there at 4 pm. No longer will we have to 
wait on roasters or need to wash roasters afterwards. No bounce houses this year due to COVID safety  and health concerns.  
 
Here is the volunteer breakdown for October 24: 
 
At the Church -  For 2:30 pm we will need 3 to 4 volunteers to bun and wrap the hotdogs at the church. Once hotdogs are done, those 
volunteers can leave and do not need to go to serve at the park.  
 
At the park - Volunteers need to be at the park by 3:45 pm to begin serving at 4 pm. We need 4 volunteers to handout hotdogs.  Two 
volunteers from 4-5 pm and two volunteers from 5-6 pm.  
 
When all hotdogs are distributed or 6 pm arrives volunteers may leave. 
 
Pastor Dave needs three or four youth and maybe even one adult to help with the non-perishable food collection at the park from 4-6 pm 
The youth basically will load the food items into the truck and stay with them until the conclusion of the Trunk or Treat event and move 
them to the Presbyterian Church. The Presbyterian will hold the items until they can be distributed to the food pantries.  
 
The Presbyterian Church will be donating chips and condiments. Crossroads Church will be donating the hot cocoa. Saint Patrick’s 
Catholic Church will donate the buns. They will  deliver them to the United Methodist Church on Saturday or Sunday before the Trunk or 
Treat.  
 
This is an important event for the Elmwood community! It is sponsored and supported by the Elmwood Ministerial and we are gratefully 

appreciative of all volunteers and support. 



 

 

Confirmation 2021- 22 

 

Confirmation classes are scheduled to begin soon. Classes start November 7, 2021, through April 3, 

2022.  Confirmation classes begin the process towards membership for Youth in the United Methodist 

Church of Elmwood. 

 

All parents that are interested and all Youth (grade 7-12th) will be invited to sign up soon. Any Youth 

in 7th  grade  up to 12th grade are invited to begin the journey of membership and growth as a disciple 

of Jesus Christ in the Confirmation program this year. Classes will be on Sundays at noon. Lunch will 

be provided, or Youth may bring their own lunch. Parents are urged to encourage their Youth to be a 

part of this vital program of the church. 

 

Jesus calls us to make disciples. To be a disciple is to be a reflection of Jesus in this world. To be more 

like him. To think like him. To act like him. That is what a disciple is, a learner that reflects their 

leaders, ideals, actions, and words.  

 

This is the focus of our Confirmation curriculum. To be, act, and think like Jesus. Youth will learn 

history of the church, its foundations, doctrine, belief, and leaders through history. They will learn 

about God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit. They will also learn their own personal role in the Church and its 

life as they grow in faith. At the moment we will have some mission and fun trips we will take locally, 

and other learning opportunities that involve other faith communities. This will be an opportunity for 

each to explore their own faith, and how through prayer, study of God’s word, and trust in what God is 

doing in their life and in the world. They can be a vital part of what the church is doing to bring the 

good news of Jesus Christ.   

 

I am excited to take this journey with these Youth. As they begin exploring their faith, developing their 

faith, and being a part of the church of Jesus Christ. If you have any questions, I am always available to 

answer them. You may reach me at my cell phone 309-221-4879, or you are invited to visit with me in 

person at the church.  

 

More information will be coming soon.  

 

PD.   



CARNIVAL FOR CHRIST  
KICK-OFF FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 
What a carnival!  On Saturday, September 25, at the Elmwood United Methodist Church, we had a great 
gathering of children and adults including volunteers that put on a Carnival for Christ!  
 
I want to say thank you to Sue Gallegos, our new Sunday School leader / organizer, for her great work in 
organizing the carnival to kick off Sunday school this year. I think it was a big success. Yes, the numbers of 
attendees were not as large as we anticipated, but we still  had a great turn out. We had lots of fun. With a 
carnival atmosphere  the children played games, won prizes, and even enjoyed popcorn and frozen slushies. 
Thank you to all the dedicated volunteers that took time on a beautiful day to share the good news of Jesus 
Christ and God’s love. I think this is the start of something new for the church. Our Youth Ministries also known 
as Sunday School kicked off on Sunday, September 26, we had a great turn out and I’m excited for what God 
is going to do.  
 
PD!  
n 

 

 

  

I want to thank all the volunteers that helped at the Fall Festival in the Scarecrow Booth or at the Carnival 
Kick-Off for Christ.  Without the following people both events could not have been a success: 

  Sydney Seipel    Gayla Taylor      Linda Pyell             Chris Stevens     Logan Seipel     Rachel Cummings   

  Curt Smith          Rene’ Schulz     Reta Modrovsky    Terry German      Steve Davis       Ken Howard 
 
Ken Howard loaned us the slushy machine and returned regularly to make sure everything was working 

properly.  Steve Davis allowed us to use his truck and supplied the muscle to help move things.  Lastly, a big 

shout out to Toot’s Treats who donated free ice cream coupons for the kids.   

 

If I missed anyone, please accept my sincerest apologies.  The month of September was crazy for me!  I’m 

excited to see what this year brings for our Youth Ministries/Sunday School! 

 

           Sue Gallegos 

 

 

            

 


