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1 Bobbi Staples 
1 Bob & Mary Howard Anniversary  
2 Pat & Shannon Glover Anniversary 
4 Alix Steele 
5 Maddux Provence 
6 Angie Ladd 
10 Wayne Dalton 
10 Payton Provence 
11 Celene Duley 
12 Jenni Case 
12 Dan Keefer 
13 Kyle Doubet 
14 Marilyn Bowhay 
15 Rene Schulz 
 

15 Wayne & Connie Dalton Anniversary   
16 Chris & Shanna Swadinsky Anniversary 
17 Karla Kane 
18 Chris Swadinsky 
19 Marge Haahn 
21 Jared Ekstrand 
21 Don & Michelle Forrest Anniversary 
21 Terry & Rene Schulz Anniversary 
23 Addyson Powers 
25 Dean Cantu 
26 Dixie Marsh 
27 Carolyn Dean 
27 Bill & Michelle Seipel Anniversary 
30 Logan Seipel 
 

 
 

Worship Services 
 

We’re Back!!!  In-person worship services 
are back and we welcome you!  Social 
distancing is being observed and masks 
are required.  We are holding three 
services to limit the number of 
attendance at each service. 
 

Saturday at 5:00 pm 
Sunday at 9:00 am and 10:30 am 

 

If you still are not comfortable attending, 
watch the sermon on YouTube or 
Facebook.   
 
Also, remember to keep supporting the 
ministry by giving online, sending to the 
church or drop it off during office hours 
 
 
 

 
 

There will be a drive-thru flu shot clinic at the 

Elmwood United Methodist Church on September 

17th, 2020 from 2PM to 6PM hosted by Jacob Glenn 

from Walgreens.  Medicare is accepted. If you have 

insurance, I ask that you have a copy of it with you 

and call your insurance ahead of time to make sure it 

is a covered service at a retail pharmacy (Walgreens). 

If no insurance, the cost will be $30. I will not be able 

to carry any cash with me. Please bring exact amount 

or a check will be accepted. If you have any 

questions, call me at Walgreens in Canton, 647-7610. 

Thank you. 

 

 

Thank you 

 

 

September Birthdays and Anniversaries 

The Beacon 
 

September 2020 



                                                   

 
 

Greetings Friends in the Holy Name of Jesus Christ. 
 
Well, we are finally back to in-person worship!!! Yippee, Hallelujah! It's been a roller coaster of emotions 
throughout the whole process of preparation and implementation. I will be honest, I'm a little saddened 
by the low attendance. However, I do understand many people have deep and legitimate concerns. Let 
me once again stress how safe it is here at the Elmwood United Methodist Church. I have witnessed 
many congregations completely ignoring safety protocols or having such lackadaisical approach towards 
safety, it’s amazing someone hasn't gotten sick already in those fellowships. I am a firm believer that 
nothing should hinder us from worship and expressing our love and prayers towards God. However, I 
also know God tells us not to do foolish stuff in his name. We are practicing over and above the CDC 
guidelines so we encourage you to come check it out. If you have questions, you can always contact the 
church office or me personally. 
 
I know like you this whole pandemic thing was so unplanned. It literally came out of nowhere and the 
next thing we knew we were on locked down quarantine. I can remember the silence,  I've been uptown 
and seen practically no one. It was a little unhinging. On top of all of that, it seem like it was never going 
to stop raining or having gray skies. My depression level was probably at its highest and I'm sure it was 
for you. There are so many other things in life that are unplanned. Maybe it's a pregnancy, a death, a 
change in jobs, someplace we enjoy going and it's closing for good, and maybe it has something to do 
from a phone call we received from the doctor. There are so many things that go on unplanned. That is 
what we're going to look at during the month of September. This four-week series reminds us all that 
God is with us in the disorienting, culture-shifting situations we find ourselves in, whether because of a 
global pandemic like COVID-19, a new life stage by choice, or sudden situation by chance, and that God 
cares when our dreams don’t work out as planned.  
 
Each week we will learn from different people in the Bible that experienced some unplanned moments. 
The prophets Haggai & Zechariah, Mary & Joseph, and others. I hope you're able to join us as we look 
into God's word and how God interacted with people in their unplanned moments. Maybe right now 
there's so many unplanned things happening or you have experienced those unplanned moments. We 
all need some sort of encouragement especially with times of uncertainty, those unexpected and 
unplanned moments often can make us feel like we are surrounded by a mighty enemy preparing to 
destroy us. 2nd Kings shares a story from chapter 6 verses 15 through 17.  

15 When the servant of the man of God got up and went out early the next morning, an army with horses 
and chariots had surrounded the city. “Oh no, my lord! What shall we do?” the servant asked.16 “Don’t be 
afraid,” the prophet answered. “Those who are with us are more than those who are with them.”17 And 
Elisha prayed, “Open his eyes, LORD, so that he may see.” Then the LORD opened the servant’s eyes, 
and he looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha. 

Part of the problem with unplanned deals with our inability to see what God is doing at that moment. But 
God has promised to be with us always. We need to remember God is bigger greater and more powerful 
than any virus! And God is bigger than any situation! May you know that in your heart today as God 
works in your life. 
 

The Lord bless you today.    
PD    John 14:27 

 



 

Bible Study 
Let’s get real! 
Don’t you just love authentic people? Aren’t you drawn to women who are transparent and real? There is something 
fresh and wonderful about women who have nothing to hide and who are not ashamed about who they are . . . even 
the tough parts. 
 
In this twelve-session small group journey, taught by six acclaimed Bible teachers, you will meet a group of amazing 
women in the Bible who are absolutely real. At first, you might wonder why God captured these particular stories in 
the Bible. But, as you press on, you will discover that their raw and revealing stories of frailties, struggles, sins, and 
brokenness are a real gift. You’ll discover lessons from each of these women that will help you persevere through the 
circumstances you are facing. 
 
Their stories are not fairytales, their road was not easy, and their examples are not perfect. They lived in times and 
places quite different than ours. Yet they hold up a mirror to our souls that can help us better understand our own 
story. And in doing so, we find the freedom to come to God as we are, with total transparency, honest and real. 
 
Sessions include: 
Eve: Finding Lasting Contentment in the Truth 
Rebekah: Breaking Free of Feminine Stereotypes 
Leah: Overcoming Rejection and Insecurity 
Hannah: Surrendering in Waiting 
Abigail: Dealing with Confrontation in Relationships 
Gomer: Learning to Accept Unconditional Love 
Mary, Mother of Jesus: Moving from Comfort to Courage 
Mary Magdalene: Transforming from Outcast to Follower 
Mary of Bethany: Putting Our Faith into Action 
Martha: Finding Our Identity in Jesus 
The Woman at the Well: Turning Our Messes into Messages 
The Syrophoenician Woman: Approaching God with Persistency and Boldness 

You can join anytime! Study materials are free. 
Under our IGRCUMC Policy - Seating is limited. Please register at www.elmwoodumc.com /Sign-up. 

 

 
                                                                   

 

  

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Pettit 
Family Scholarship pancake breakfast fundraiser 
has been canceled for this year.  We want to 
thank you for your support in past years and look 
for our return next year! 
 

The Pettit Family 

 
Thank you for all your thoughts and prayers 
these past weeks through my health issues. It 
always good to have the prayers coming in and 
am still going through some tests. 
 

Gerri Pettit 
 
 

http://www.elmwoodumc.com/?fbclid=IwAR0HFMvekINjJVHs-RLOxSWo54Ea9O7E_nSbXGcgVGPl2IDbI3Nw3N5Ro0Y

